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PREFACE. 



I HO' the generality of men 
are naturally de(irous of 
knowledge, ambitious of 

being let into the fecrets of 

>Jaturc, iind covet to be acquainted 
with all kinds of uncommon occurr 
lences ; yet have they a difficult em- 
ployment that undertake to be their 
guide, in exhibiting fuch inftances as 
immediately conduce to their informar 
tion. For tho' tjie office is honour- 
able» and has been attempted in all 
learned languages by the mod cele* 
brated authors, both ancient and mo- 
dern, yet the fubjed: is fo obnoxious to 
error, the track fo rough and uneven, 
and readers fo prepoflefs'd with prejut. 
dices, jealoufies and cenforioufnefs, that 
the diligent collcdors of fuch exam^le^ 
ofwer meet with reproaches iWtv V^^v 
A3 rcv^im^ 



PREFACE, 
monies of gratitude ; which is probably 
occafioncd by the vanity of the reader's 
philofophizing upon matters of fadt, be- 
ing more curious to find out the reafbn 
of things than the truth of them; and 
failing in the former, pofitively deny 
the latter, and decry exiftenccs in na- 
ture and art, to keep up the reputa- 
tion of being thought phiiofophers^. 
Such men are like unequal looking- 
glafles to the rays of things, which 
mixing their own natures with the na- 
tures of the objeds they refledl upon, 
do wreft, pervert and disfigure them: 
For, tho' 'tis an argument of ingenuity 
to fearch into the reafon and caufe of 
things, yet 'tis abfurdity and folly to 
be invincible opiniators againft mani- 
feft conviftiens, or to think Omnipo^ 
tency cannot do what he pleafes, be^ 
caufe they arc refolvcd to be blind, and 
will not believe what they fee. 

Not that I am ib vain as to imagine^ 
that every thing that is publifli'd ought 
to be fwallow'd with an implicit faith, 
for that would reduce the world into a 
ib^e of error, ignorance and confiifionj 
but where tilings are r^utaUy aUi^^t^d 
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by perfons of honour and probity, and 
related without fufpicion of vanr- 
ty, Oftentation or intereft, 'tis an 
a^ of prudence, as well as a iign of 
modefty, either to give them credit, 
or at leaft fufpend our cenfures ; be- 
caufe the number of things we are 
wholly ignorant of, are greater than 
what we know. 

I readily grant, that fome writers 
have abufed the world with idle, im- 
pertinent, falfe and ridiculous ftories ;. 
but it does not therefore foHow, that 
all muft' be condemned for the tranf- 
greilions of a few. For the author of 
thefe collections has made it his prin- 
cipal care, among thoui^nds of won- 
derful accidents, tranfacftions and events, 
to feletft only the beft and choiceft of 
them ; fuch as are freed from the fuf- 
picion of being fpurious or doubtful, 
by borrowing them from authors in 
the highcft clafs of reputation for can- 
dour, ingenuity and veracity. 

This treatife, in ftiort, will be found 
tt> contain a greater variety of excellent 
hiftory, than ever was comprized \tv fe 
£naU 5 co/iipais before, and \s cVi\^^N| 
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^Icukted to increafe knowledge, pra- 
.mote virtue, difcover the odioufnefs of 
vice, and furnifli topics for innocent 
and ingenious converfation. And if that 
maxim be true, * That men are more 
* influenced by examples than precepts,* 
here are enough to better mens lives;, 
by imitating the examples of the juft ; 
and to deter others from the commif- 
fion of grofs enormities, by abhorring 
.the pradiccs of the wicked. By thefe 
examples princes may know how to 
govern, and fubjedls to obey; the vi- 
cious may learn to be virtuous, the 
witty to be difcrcet, and the rafli and 
intemperate to be modeft and fober ; 
the rich to be charitable, and the poor 
to be thankful ; the brave to be merr 
ciful, the learned to be humble, the 
great to be peaceable, tlie extravagant 
to be abftemious, the coward lo be va- 
hant, thofe that have leifure to be in- 
nocently diverted, and all men attain 
to the knowledge of themfelves and 
their duty ; and that it may have thefe 
good efFeds upon every reader, is the 
J6;jcere wifli of 

The PuBvi^uzK* 
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CHAP. I. 

Of fvonderfiil Atftinence from Meai and 
Drink. 

THINGS that arc crcdiblv attcflcd, tho* 
they exceed the reach of (lender or de- 
praved capacities, ought not to be re- 
proached or rcje<5ted as falfe or impoflible ; for 
inch rafli and unadvifed cihimnics may rumctimea 
fall upon occurrences of unqucilionablc autlio- 
rity, for want of undcrllanding, or better in- 
formation i which, if allowed, would nut only 
introduce a general disbelief of all hiflory, but 
even circumfcribe omnipotency within the nar- 
row limits of human rcfearchcs and acquirements ; 
or, which is worfe, within the Confines of a dull 
ftupidity, an aftedcd fceptical curiofity, or an 
obftinate incredulity. God Almighty,' that can 
do what he pleafcs, will fometimes do what man 
is unable to comprehend, wliich (hould give us 
caution, how we reflcft upon the veracity of 
uncommon accidents, lett while we imagine we 
only blaft the reputation of the hifl-orian, wc le- 
vel our (hafts againil the Deity, for exhibiting 
his wonders among the fons of men. 

A native of Helvetia, named Franciftus Un- 
dcrus, after he Wiis married, and hud fevcral 
children, aftcdling to live a folitiiry life, Idl liis 
family, and retired to a cave at a confidcrablc 
diftancu f/ojn asiy town, where he m\i\\t cw^o^j 
Vol. L U >Xv<i 
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the benefit of contemplating, without the diftur^ 
hance of human converfation. In that place be 
IFved about fifteen years, and yet in all that time 
never eat or drank, but continued in perfedl 
health to the day of his death, which happened 
on St. Benedift's i^, in the 70th year of his 
age, anno 1470* The credible report of his fail- 
ing tempted the curiofity of Conftantia, bifhop 
of the diocefe wherein he lived, and divers 
princes of Germany and France to vifit him^ and 
difcover whether his abflinence was real or feign* 
ed ; who, after making fevcral experiments^ 
found the faft agree with the report, to their 
entire fatisfadion. All men looked upon fuch a 
continued fall as a miracle, but Underus fpoke 
fnore.modcftly of it, and attributed it to the abflc- 
mioufnefs of his nature. He foretold feveral things 
of moment that afterwards were verified, and 
the flridhiefs and feverity of his life, gave repu- 
tation to the report of his abflinence, beyond 
doubt or pofSbility of contradiflion. Fulgos Ex' 
empL Zacchias reports, that he had fccn the 
portrait of this Switzcr, drawn from the life ; 
but fays, it was fo foul and frightfully meagre, 
that it raifed an inexpreiBble horror and amaze- 
ment in all thofe that view'd it. Zacch. ^» 
Med. legal. 

The daughter of a fmith, by name Joan Ba- 
laam, born in the city of Conflance, bordering 
upon the province of Limofm in the kingdom of 
France, falling into a rapid fever, when fhe was 
about eleven years old, anno 1599, attended 
with very dangerous prognoflics, that deprived 
her of her fpeech, the ufe of her limbs, and 
threw her into a frenzy ; which continuing near 
M month, all the parts below her bead extremely 



from meai and drink. j 

biwuifli'dy and the mouth ijf Iwr ftomacli and 
faflages thither were lb loorcn'J, that llic per- 
emptorily refufcd all kind of nuuiinuiuMil ; aiid 
tho\ aliout half a year after, flie rccovrrM the 
ufe of her limbs and motion, an impuflihilicy of 
fwallowing ftill continued, from whence {^rcw a 

Erh& averfioii to all forts of food, whether fo- 
I or liquidy infomuch that her lower Inslly was 
Ihrunk up, while tlw other parts of Jier hody 
were in a tolerahic thiiving cmiJitioji. She void- 
ed no excrements, nor hjd tlic hcncftt of pur- 
gation by fweat, or by her nofe, ryes or can ; 
the skin that cover'd her flcOi ap]K-ared very cold 
ami dry, nor couM ajiy viuKiii txcn ifo oi Lhour 
add uny warmth tu it, unlcfi iiiulei lur aim- iiiid 
l^irts hordeting upon the he^n. Il'i ImUMrfit 
wnH continual motion, yet U^v tlic fp.iec of al* 
moll three years to^etlui Ihc continued l.tfliiu',, 
without defniii|; or takijig any kind of WhuI ; l>u( 
after chat lime, hy flow degrees, hei' appitiU" w.li 
rcHored, Ihe fed on meat :uid diiiik witli liic 
I ell of llic family, and recovered a J.iiuitive fon- 
llitntion of biidy. Fraud f. CitiJ, cpuji\ AlrJ. 

Apollonia Sdueira, a vugin, houi at l]ern iii 
Helvetia, fatted I'everal years fiicccflively. In tlic 
firll year ol her ahdincnce, flu? flep! very fel- 
dfim, in tlie next was conlianlly waking, and 
continued in that llalc ilivi i.-i yeais attcr. The 
niii{!;i Urates of that ii(y coninnitc 1 her to the 
•care of I'aulus LentuhiN, .\i\ eminuit pliyfuian, 
who kept a llric't waU.h ujion her, and never fuf* 
fer'd her to he alonr, (o try wlicilier flu* ma- 
nap;ed lieifelf hy any kiiul o( anilu »• oi r «imj, 
hut fuuling nonr*, and he eiiliiyni/, l>i inm li, iho 
maid was permitted to return to Ikv wAAWm'i, 

li 2 K 
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A young girl, fomewhat above nine years old, 
named Margaret, bom in a village near Spire ia 
Germany, began to live without food, in the year 
1539 ; ^^^ ^^^' ^^ enjoyed all the fports^ re- 
-creations and paftimes, equally with any other 
children of her age in the neighbourhood, . yet 
ihe was never known to eat any kind of viftuals 
for the fpace of three years fucceflively. The 
bifhop of Spire put her under the care of the pa- 
rilh prieft, with fufficient attendance to watch 
her ftriftly; but no deceit being difcover'd, 
Maximilian king of the Romans, put her into the 
cuftody of Gerhardus Bacoldianus, his own phy- 
fician, aflifted by one of the gentlemen of his 
bed-chamber, who, after a nice and diligent ob- 
fervation, for the fpace of twelve or thirteen 
days, reported to his majefty, that there was no 
room to believe her a counterfeit : Whereupon the 
king gave her permiflion to return to her pa- 
rents J but not without a bountiful reward, fuit-^ 
able to his dignity, and the greatnefs of his ad- 
miration. Schenck, obferv. 

Katharine Binder, a native of the Upper Pa- 
latinate in Germany, was faid to receive no other 
nourifhment than air for more than nine years. 
Schenck, obferv. John Cafimir, in the year of 
our Lord 1585, commanded her to be watched 
by a minifter of ftate, an ecclefiaftic, and two 
licenciates in phyfic ; but making no difcovery of 
her being an impoftor, reported it to be miracu- 
lous. Morflius in Dortatum, Dr. Hackwel, in 
his apology, acquaints us, that the moft remark- 
able that ever he encountered in this kind, was 
of one Eve Flcigen, born at Meurs in the duke- 
dd>m of Cleves, who took no kind of food or 
'ment for fourteen years tog^et, viz. from 
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the year 1597 to 161 1, the truth whereof is at- 
tefted by the fuperiors of the city of Mcurs, and 
the teftimony of a minifter, who obfcrv'd her 
in his own houfe, with the af&ftance of others 
thirteen days together, with all imaginable dili- 
gence 'f but coiJd not accufe or convi<^l her of 
any fraudulent prafiice. 

John Scot, an inhabitant of Scotland, being 
caft in a fuit at law, in a greater fum of money 
than he was able to difchar^, retired for his fc- 
curity into the abbey of Holyrood-houfe, where 
under the fenfe of nis affliction, he hAed thirty 
or forty days together ; which being divulged at 
court, the king refolved to evince the truth of 
the report, and to that end, confined him to a 
clofe room in Edinburgh caftle, where none 
could have admittance to him. A fmall quan- 
tity of bread and water was left with him, which, 
in the compafs of thirty- two days, was notliing 
leflencd in weight or meafure. After this he 
travelled to Rome, and gave the like experiment 
of his abflinence to pope Clement VII. He made 
the fame trial at Venice- Spot/wood's, Hijl. Ch. 
Scot. Afterwards returning into England, he af- 
ccnded the pulpit in St. Paul's church, and after 
his fafliion (for he was a very illiterate and lewd 
fellow) harangu'd againft king Henry VIIPs di- 
vorce from queen Katharine, and his defecStion 
from the Roman church ; for which he wras 
tlirown into a goal, where he alfb faftcd fifty 
days i but after that what became of him is not 
known. Claris Mir. 

A Romifh prieft lived forty years in tijat clfy, 
without any other aliment for the fuftaining of 
life, than imbibing air ; and yet in all th^it tiviv^ 
continued in a, perfcdi jftate of health, free ixoxa 
B 3 i:v^- 



6 Of wonderful atfiinence 

diieaieS) or any indirpofition of body. This re* 
lation we have upon the credit of Hermolaus 
Barbarus. Rondolitus alfo informs us, that he 
kad the £idsfa£Hon to fee a female child, that to 
the tenth year of her age, lived only upon fuck- 
ing in air, without any other nutriment, and 
that, when ftie came to maturity, flic married,, 
and had feveral children. Schcnck, obfery* 

Pontanus affirms, in his hiftory, that there 
was a certain woman in the kingdom of Naples, 
Aat had never tafted either wine^ water, or any 
other liquor, till being once compelled to drink, 
at the command of I^iflaus king of Naples, it 
extremely prejudice her health. 

A Roman gentleman, named Julius Viator, 
being in his voudi affiled with a dropiy, and 
itdvifed by his phyficians to abftain from drink, 
under the pain of increafmg his diftemper, and 
endangering his . life, he ib famiiiariz'd their di« 
re£^ions, that in his aged days, even to that of 
his difTotution, he wholly abftain'd from drink, 
and never ibem'd to defir^ or want it. Plin. 
Uat.Hifi. 

Abraames, a pious and learned btCbop of Car-^ 
ras, impofed upon himfelf fuch a fevere abfti* 
nence, from the common enjoyments, and pre- 
fent fupports of life, that br^ and water, bed 
and fire, he reckoned in the numb^ of unnecef- 
fiiries ; he never accuftomed himfelf to the ufe 
of drink \ fed only upon raw herbs and fruits, 
and never tafted of thefe till the fhutting in of 
the evening : Yet was a perfon of great, hofpitality 
to thofe that came to vifithim: The beft of 
lleih, fifh, bread and wines, were always pro- 
vided for his guefts j and tho' he would fome- 
timcs imdtrtsike the ofiicc of % aavti ^ot Vvk 
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ftknisj be could never be tempted to bear them 
company in eating any kind of delicacies. DrexeL 
0pir. 

Of what a different complexion "^^ras Lyfima- 
chus king of Thrace, from thefe abftemious pcr- 
ibus ? He being opprcfs'd with extreme thirft, 
Jaid down his arms, and fubmitted himfcif, and 
all his forces, to the mercy of king Dromichetes 
liis enemy ; but when he had qiiench'd his thirft, 
and found himfelf a captive, cried out, * Oh, 
• ye Gods f for how (hort-liv'd a pleafure have 

< 1 abandoned a potent monarchy, and reduced 

< myfelf to perpetual flavery ?' Had his confti- 
tution agreed with the foregoing examples, he 
might have kept his dominions, and his army* 
Had he ftudied the art of being contented with 
his o?vn, he had had enough ; but his covetouf- 
Aeis knowing no bounds, made him war againft 
a monarch, from whom he had received no pro- 
vocation, and fo his thirfl after foverdgnty, drew 
upon himfelf a lafling torment, by a thim after 
a poor draught of water. 

A young damiel named Renee Chauvel, aged 
about fourteen years, who lived with her father 
and mother in the village of Thurandais, in the 
Uflioprk: of St. Malo, fell fick of a dyfentery on 
the 25th of November 1696, and was cured in 
three weeks time, but remained in a languifbing 
condition, and without an appetite ; taking no 
nourifliment till die end of April following, but 
a little boiled milk in the morning, and at night. 
Toward the beginning of the fame month, 1697, 
fhefell into a melancholy delirium; and towards 
the end of that month, defifted from eating and 
drinking, and fo hath continued fouxt&erv xsvou^^.^ 
iitbe dmc this relation was ^xciu lAstX^^ 
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was all confumcd, and as it were flicking to the 
vertebras of her loins, and hath voided nothing 
ftnce fhe left off eating and drinking. She hath 
only urined five or fix times, fweats in the head 
and neck, and weeps often. She walks not with- 
out being fupported, and then only two or three 
fteps ; but has crawled upon her hands and feet 
ftvcral times. She fleeps indifferently well in 
the night, but has not fpoke fince Chriftmas, 
1696, notwithftanding fhe apprehends what you 
fay, and gives fufficicnt figns of her knowledge. 
All which is proved by the teftimony of her father 
and mother ; Mr. Oren, dodlor of phyfic, and 
one of the college of phyficians of Rennes -, of 
all the village ; of the prior of Corfeul, and his 
curate ; the count of Garais, and the abbot of 
Fregouet, a gentleman to whom the fether of 
the maid is a tenant. Pref State of Europe^ 
1698. 

Dr. Plot, in his natural hiftory of Oxford, 
publiihes a relation of one Rebecca Smith, a fer- 
vant to Thomas White of Minfter Lovel, who 
being near fifty years of age, was afBi<£ted with 
fuch an extreme drowth in her throat, that fhe 
coild get down nothing either folid or liquid, in 
the fpace of ten weeks. At the end of which 
flie drank a fmall quantity of water, and fomc 
warm broths, and continued without any other 
aliment for a twelvemonth together, when fhe 
began to take to her food again. This happened 
in the year 1671 } and to clear it from being 
thought a contrivance, there was no advantage 
made of the accident, which might bring it un- 
*' . der doubt or fufpicion. 

Tbvsmus gives a relation of one of his coun- 
wca, named Francifcus V'leu^ a roaxv o^ Cvcv- 
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gular learning, and fo devoted to contemplation, 
that he would often continue in his fludy three days 
and three nights together, without meat, drink, 
or fleep ; and when either forced or perfuaded to 
quit his ftudy, and otherwife divert himfelf, ne- 
ver complained of the want of food, or eat more 
after fo long fafting, than he was ufed to do at 
other times when he kept to his conftant meals. 
Sennertus tells us of three perfons ^t.were^ 
the wonder of their times, who, each of them. 
Failed almoft two years together, and yet, tho* 
lean, were in good health ; of another that &ft- 
ed three whole years, another four, and by the 
fiune rule might continue forty years. Prax^ Med. 
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Of falfe accufers^ the mifcbiefs they often do^ 
and their frequent difappointments. 

MANY men have been utterly ruined hf 
depending wholly upon their own inno* 
cence, without a prudent forefigbt, and timely 
endeavours to prevent the attacks of their ene- 
mies, who colour their malice, and elude the 
law by fuborned evidences, or plaufible pre- - 
t^ces. 

In the year of our Lord 1692, a gentleman 
whofe name was de Ferieres,. dwelling at his 
houfe near Mante, a city or great town in the 
ifle^ of France^ in a frolic, had caufed a pig to 
be ftolen from the curate of the parifh, and In- 
vited him to the eating of it. The curate not 
knowing who hod robbed him^ gaxe \s&orcca^ti 
B 5 - ^^ 
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of the bSt to the jjudges, and made a heavy 
buftlc about it, accufmg all that he had the leaft 
fuipicion of; upon which the gentleman, for fear 
the jeft fhould go too far, confefs'd the theft^ 
paid the curate for his pig, and all was weltagain^ 
Some years after, one of this gentleman's fons^ 
being condemned by the judges of Mante for 
fomc other offence, and fin'd two thoufand livres,, 
the judges^ fent to diftrain upon die father's land f 
but he not only oppofed the officers, but took 
his fon's part, and endeavour'd to reverife the 
judgment, which fb provok'd the judges, that. 
iJicy fet a foot again the petty-larceny of the pig^ 
and profecuting the Sieur de Ferieres a$ a thief^ 
condemn'd him to be hang'd, and gave out a 
warrant for execution ; and accordingly he was 
Ranged* in the eighty-fecond year of his age, not- 
withftanding all his appeals ; andj as it is faid, 
contrary to th« prohibitions obtain'd from tlK 
council, of which no notice was taken, pretend- 
ing the cafe was within the jurifdiftion of the 
provoff. Month. Mtrcury. June 1696. 

This affair being repreiented to the king, he 
felt for no lefs than twelve judges to Verfailles, 
who upon examinadon were all carried prifoner» 
to Paris, and the king referred the caufe to the 
court of requefls dc PHoftel, to be there judg*d 
witkout appM^al ; and other complaints from the 
nobili^ and gentry about Mante, coming againfl 
tfic fatd judges, and their conduA appearing fo 
criminal, that, fays my author, (who printed 
thfe &d relation while the judges were in cuftody) 
dieic b no queftion^ but diey will be made ex- 
amples. 

Cambalus, a fervant to king Seleuais, and of 
M channntg coDiplpzion^ was commanded by his 
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0ufter, to tdce ctis of hu queen Stntonice, ill 
her progrcft into Syria. Cambstlua being fenfibk 
of the queen's lafcivious teniper« and Ima own 
danger, took Aich efFe^ual order with bimfelf* 
before he be^ his journey, as might quit him 
from all fufptdon or infidelity to his matter. 
The queen was enanuiur'd with him on did 
road» and follicited him to gratify her unchaft« 
deTires \ but he denying her importunititH, dit 

Juecn, vrhen (be came home, in revenge of tho 
ight that waa offer'd her, accufed him to did 
king her husband^ for attempting upon her bo- 
jK>ur \ whereupon be waa caft into prifon, in 
order to be feverely puniibcd. But when tho 
day of trial came, to the amazement of all dw 
ipeAaton, he fuffidcntly vindicated his own in* 
nocence, and difcover'd the profecutor's malicey 
by (hewing he was no man. Byrt. MeUin. 

Democritus, tbe philofophcr, was always fo 
intent upon his ftudy, and improving himfclf in 
the knowledge of nature in her various opera- 
tions, that he defpifed and heartily laugh'd at all 
the pleafures that men took in the enjoyment of 
m ome n t a ry thmgs, and the toils and labours they 
underwent in ac^uirin^ them. I'he philoropher 
pcrfcvering in this ironical paflion, tlic people of 
Abdera, among whom he lived, look'd upon hiiu 
as a madman, and having compaflion bn liiin for 
the innocence of his life, fent to Hippocrates to 
come and cure \\\xn\ with whom Hippocrates 
difcourfing, and feeing how he empbyM his time, 
told the Abdcrians, that notwithdanding his care* 
le6 humour in rcfpeA to his cloatlis, abftciniouf- 
neis in his diet, and other little neglcdts of him- 
fclf and the world, he was certainly one of the 
wifeft and beft mm in it \ and thev v««sc ^\x\^ 
B 6 V^ 
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lels than mad, that thought Democritus had not 
the perfeft ufe of all his fenfes, and alfo employ'd 
them in the moft noble and beneficial ftudies. 
Hippoc, Efijl. ad Damaget. Burt, Mel. Epiji. to 
to the reader, 

' Titus Celius being found murdered in his bed, 
in a room where both his fons alfo lodg'd, and 
no fervants in the houfe whether flaves or freedr 
men, being in the leaft fufpe£ted as guilty of his 
death ; the prefumption ran high, that his two 
fons had committed this abominable parricide; 
but being brought to their trials, and fufficient 
proof made, that they were in a profound fleep, 
and the chamber door open, when the murder 
was firft difcovered, the judges pronounc'd them 
not guilty, thinking it impoffible, ' That nature 
*^ could connive at fuch a horrid fefl, or fuffer 

• two fons to take a quiet repofe, over the corps 

* of a newly-butcher'd father.' Which reafon 
was allowed by the whole affembly,, and. their, 
acquittal confirmed by the voice of the populace* 
%uin. Tbeai. 
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Advancement to honour ohtaimd hy various 
accidents. 

THO' a gcnerou* educationr and a good 
judgooent, attended with an advantageous 
admiiBon into the iirft notices of a prince, are 
look'd upon as fair fteps to court-preferment ; 
vet mflances are not wanting of fome who have 
^cea rsuied to honour^ merely upoa account of . 
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a witty rqwrtee, a luckv hit, or an obIi|^iig ac- 
cident \ of which talce tiie following : 

Ciuymond, a chaplain in ordinary to kine 
Henry I. finding that for the genendity, the worit 
fcholars had the bcft preferments in the church | 
when he was performing his duty in faying nufs 
before the kin^, the epiftle was taken out of St. 
James, wherein reading thcfe words, *Mt rained 
^^ not upon the earth three months, and fix 
** days ; he read it after this hobbling afil'^nl 
manner, ** It rained not not upon the earth, one, 
** one, one years, and five-one months.'* The 
king took notice of his abufing the facrcd text, 
and fharply reprimanded him for it. Ciuymond 
anfwer'd, that readinz and fpcaking nonfcnfc 
were become fafhionable, and feeing thofe tha( 
did fo, were fooiler and better preferred than 
men of parts and learning, he imitated that pre- 
vailing method, to come in for his fharc among 
the blockheads, rather than ftarve among men of 
fenfe : at which the king fmiled, as being pleasM 
witli his repartee, and foon after gave him the 
warden(hip of St. Kridefwids in the uiiiverfity of 
Oxford. Spiid^n Chntt. 

Philip IL king of Spain, hsi4/uch an extraor- 
dinary curious Gufto, that nothing could pleafe 
him, but what was the moft excellent of it kind ; 
of which there arc many examples in hiftory, 
among the reft what foIlowH. A Tortiigal 
merchant ftiewing hi» majcfty a diiunond of an 
cxtraoniinary luftre, his courtiers exociSlcd, he 
Vfould have commended its beauty ; but on the 
contrary he contemned and difduiiiM it ; not that 
that great monarch aflFc^tcd to he thou{jht wifcr 
than other men \ but that Iuh mind w:ui fo rlutcd 
and clear, in the wonderful produd\otv& ol iv^Xxvc^^ 

2 \\V*X 
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that he could not be imposed upon by mean and 
Tulgar trifles. Well fays the king to the mer« 
chant, ^ M what price do you value thisdia- 
^ mond, if lihouldhaveafancy topurcbafeit?'* 
•^ This flluftrious fprig of the Sun, replies the 
*^ merchant, I vahieat feventydioufand duckets,. 
^* and he that buys itatthat price, will hare no 
•*• rcafon to complain/' ** And what was your 
^thinking on, (aid the kine, when ron put fo 
" great a price upon it ?" 1 was thinking, faid 
•♦ the merchant, ^at PMlip II. was yet alive." 
At which the king, bemg more cbarm'd with the 
fifiefs of that tJ^fcS^oity than the luftre of the 
4ramocd, ordered- hnmedialdy the oayment of 
themoney^anddifinifthim. Baba%.Grat.di Htr^ 
tHom. d* Cour. 

The IrWh being opprefs^d and injur'd by Ae 
earlof KiMare, exhibited feveral articles of high 
tisifilenieanor againft bim to king Henry VII. con- 
chiding tfeeir information with thefe words, ^* Alt 
^ Irefand cannot nde this earM" Why then laid 
the king, ^ He 19 the fkteft man to rule all Ire* 
*^ land,'*^ and accordmgty made him lord dcpu^ 
of that kingdom. A lucky accident for the earl, 
^hen the king, ^^ keep up his jeft, gave him the 
kcft poft in Ireland. Baker\ Cbron, 
^ Captain R^eigh, native of Budely in Devon- 
flure, coming fr^m Irehnd to vifit the En^ifh. 
court, and endeavour the making hi» fortune^ 
found queen Elk^be^h taking a walk near the 
court, and perceiving a wet place in her way, 
which Oie was unwiUing to pa(s through ^ Ra-» 
ktgh immediately i^pread his new plufli cloak oref 
it, which the queen trod fofdy on, and went over 
irj foot ; but not without a particular oMervation* 
^ftheperfoa that paid bes fo muchrcfpe^i for ihe 
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ifterwanl boantifuUy rewarded him with cnnfi- 
derable preferments, and the honour of knight' 
hood. 

Regniianus was general of the Roman armjr 
in IDyricum, under the reign of Galicnus the 
emperor, who hating difgufted many of the prin- 
cipal military officers and foldiers, it put them 
upon laying defigns to depoie hrm from the im- 
perial dignity, oeveral of the chief of them fup- 
ping together, and difcourfmg of the original of 
one anothers names; among the reft one de- 
m^uided from whence the name Rcgillianus was 
derived. A granmiarian that was there by mere 
chance, toM bim, that Regillianus was derived 
lirom Reeillius of Regulus, and fo of Rex a kingl 
Then feid the foldiers there prefcnt, " Why 
•* flwuU he not be a king V* This fxnglc cxprcf- 
fion, ftarted by mcer d)ance» without any previous 
motive, caus'd them all the next morning to repair 
to the general's tent, where diey faluted him by th^ 
name dfemperor, and made him fo. Lips monlt. 

The lord Cromwd, was the fon of a black- 
finith at Putney, in the county of Surrey j who^ 
for the eariy middings of a pr^nant wit, was 
taken into the fervice of cardinal Wolfey^j. who 
employed him in his moft important fccret aiKui^ 
which always (ucceeded under his difcreet ma- 
nagement ; inibmuch, that when his mafter fell, 
king Henry VIIL obferving his great diligence 
was attended with a vivacious wit, and other re- 
quifite accompHfhments, took him into his fer- 
vice, who pleas'd him fo well, and humour'd his 
paffions fo exactly, that he became his fpecial- 
ifevourite, and the king by degrees, rais'd him to 
the nloft eminent dignities and offices in the 
ibte. JBaJtfr'a Chron. 
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The earl of Holland, who was a younger fon 
of a noble houfe, after fometime fpent in France, 
and the wars of Holland, which profeflidn he in- 
tended to follow, coming after two or three cam- 
paigns in the leifure of winter to viijt his friends 
in England, and the court, in a fliort time grew 
very acceptable to the duke of Buckingham, by 
whofe means, and that of a lovely winning pre- 
fence, he found an eafy admiffion into the court, 
and the king's favour. He took care to be the 
duke's creature, and fuccceded fo well in it^ that the 
king could not be more in hafte to advance the 
duke, than the duke was to promote him. He 
firft preferr'd him to a wife, by whom, among 
other things he had the manor of Kenfington, of 
which he was made baron: after that he was 
made gentleman of the bed-chamber to the prince 
of W^es : next earl of Holland, captain of the 
guard, aprivy counfellor ; ambafladorinto France : 
all this while the weather was &ir \ but as foon 
as the ftorm arofe, and the rebellion was beginning 
in England, to {hew there was no faith in the 
forehead, when the king was at York, the earl 
of Holland begg!d his majefty to make a baron, 
which would have been worth to the earl ten 
thoofibd pounds.; but the king refufing to grati- 
fy him,^ lie turn'd malecontent, fell into the in- 
tereft of his majedy's enemies, and was difmifs'd 
the court, and bis employments therc^ Hift, 
Rebel. Epit. 
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CHAP. IV. 

Of adverfity^ bow imprwid 9r dejelted 
under ii. 

RICHES arc the gift of heaven, and often 
the rewards of virtuous actions ) but not to 
be cftecmed our only happinefs in having, or mi- 
fery in wanting them. Adverfit^ in the opinion 
of the world is the greateft affliction -, yet, if con- 
fider'd arizht, and improved as it ought tu be, is 
a crcat blefling in itfelf, an happy cftate, and 
yields no fuch caufe of difcontcnt, as that men 
Ihould think themfclves hated of God, or for&ken 
by him : for men in the sreateft profperity are 
often like trees laden with miit, that break with 
the weight of their bouchs, and are ruined by 
their own ereatnefs. Their wealth is their mifcrvt 
and tho* they do all that is poflsblc to comply 
with the commands of their princes, yet they 
often mifcarry, and only Aitten themfclves to he 
devoured by their fovereigns, as Seneca was by 
Nero, and Sejanus by I'ibcrius. 

Telamon fon of /Facus, and king of Salamis 
%^'as a man of fo firm and ftcady a tcn^pcr, that 
it was impoHible for any viciflitudc of fortune to 
dcjc6l him, or any crofs accident to (hake the con* 
ilancy of his mind, into the Icaft appearance of 
trouble or difcontcnt. When notice was given 
him of the death of his only fon, whom he loved 
with the tcndercft endearments ; he anfwcr'd with 
an undirturbed countenance, and a compofcd 
nmid, •' / kijcw I begot a movU\ 0^\V\^ ^xA 
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** what by the inevitable laws of nature muft 
** happen once, can never come too early.'' Lon, 
Theat. 

L. Paulus ^ttMlius was bfefe'd with four fons, 
two of which, viz. Scipio and Fabius had the ho- 
nour to be engrafted into other noble &milies by 
adoption : the other two being yet in their mino- 
rity, he kept at home with him, that he might 
look after dieir education. . The eldeft being a- 
bout fourteen years of age, Mras frmtch'd away by 
Aidden death, five days before the celebration of 
his triumph, and the youngeft of twelve years of 
age^ died three days after it. All the Roman 
pepple were fo fenftbly afflided at the decay of 
thk noUe family^ that their grief might be read 
m their d^e£led countenances \ wfaidi ^miliuft 
perceiving, and bearing his lofi with a profi>und 
magnanimity of fpirtt, caufed the citizens of Rome 
to be aflembled, to adtminifter confolatbn to them^ 
without deiigning to receive any from them. 
The populace being met, he (poke to tfaem after 
Ibis manner, ^^ FdUow citizens, in the great hap^ 
** pinefi you now enjoy, knowing aB earthly suf- 
^^ fiiirs are iubje£l to viciffitudes^ I was not with* 
*< out fears, tjhat fortune by her own ficklenefk 
** and inconftancv, might convert her Imiles in- 
*^ to frowns, ana meditate mi&btef tx> you ; for 
'* which reafon, I importun'd the gods with con*-^ 
*^ tinued prayers, that if any evil was defign'd ar 
^^ gainft the citizens of Rome, it might be di- 
**• verted from them, and the whole be fhowcr'd 
*'- down upon my £unily ; which being come to 
'^ pafs, I rejoice, that the gods have fo £ir com- 
<< -plied with my petitions, that you ihould ra- 
<^ tber lament my particular afflictions, than I 

^ {hAuU 
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^* (hould grieve at any general calamity fallen 
*• upon you." Zain. Thnit. 

When the ancient Romanit by a continual 
feries of war with tluit great general UannibaU 
and their overthrow at Cannc« found their mili* 
tary Strength exhauftedi and their republick on 
the brink of ruin 1 thev fuftain'd all thofe cilu«* 
mities with fuch a nublc courage* and grcatneft 
of fpirit, that they forthwith fent frc/h iccruita to 
their forces in Spain, when Hannibal was almoft 
ready to enter Rome, and put an end to a repub- 
lick, that for a long tra£t of time, had been for* 
midable to all tlie worU i nay, the lands whereon 
Hannibal was encamp'd witli his army without 
the vralls, was at that time fold at as high a rate, 
at if Hannibal had been a tboufand leagues from 
the city. Fakr. Ahxim. 

Hiero the Sicilian tyrant was as unpolifli'dt 
rough, ami cnid, in the exercife of his ill-ac-** 

Sjir*d power, as if he defign'd to copy, or exceed 
1 the ill adions of his brother Gelo *, but felling 
into a chronical diAenaper, which gave him lcifur» 
to roal, and to have oonverTation with men of 
learnms and probity, it (o fmootiied the rudencfa 
of his former temper, and abated the heat of his 
vicious habits, that he was bettcrM by his af* 
fli£lions ; nnd when he had recovcr'J his health, 
(hook ofF his lewd aiFociatea, ami contracted an 
intimacy in tViendHiip unJ councils, with thufo 
great examples of learning and virtue, Simonidcs, 
rindar the I'hcban, and Bucchilidcs. Mltufu 
var HiJ}, 

The Athenian orators, being cxafpcrateJ aguinft 
Philip king of Macedon, took an over u;rcut 
freedom in mifreprefcnting his ac^iions, and load-i 
ii}$ bi$ naoie with fcunilous aiid tc^tOAc\\\u\Vw\^ 
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guagc ; but king Philip was fo far from rcfent- 
ing or revenging that indignity, that he faid*, 

* He was extremely obliged to them ; for it put 

* him upon an extraordmary care and circumfpec- 

* tion, to demean himfelf with fo much integrity 

* and juftice, that his unfullied aftions might con- 

* tradiiS their opprobrious words, and prove them 

* liars/ PluU Moral in I de Apotb. Reg. i^c. 

Zeno, a philofopherofCitium, a town of Cy- 
prus, turning merchant for his better fupport, 
was always unfortunate by loffes at fea, info- 
much that he was reduced to one fmall veffcl, 
and having advice that it was caft away, and no- 
thing faved, he entertained the new^ with chear- 
fulnefs, faying, * O fortune, thou haft acSted 

* wifely, in forcing me to throw ofF the rich at- 

* tire of a merchant, to put on the mean and 
^ defpifed habit of a fcholar, and return me back 

* to the fchool of philbfophy, where there is no- 

* thing to lofe, arid the moft fatbfeftory and du- 
' * rable things to be gained. 'After this, Zeno fo 

improved in learning, that king Antigonus II. 
had him in great efteem for his knowledge and 
integrity, and when he died extremely lamented 
the lofe of him. He was father of the ftoics, 
and taught, * That men having two cars, and 
^ but one mouth, fhould hear much, and fpeak 

* but little,* Plut* de tranquil, animiy is' Apo^ 
thegm. Reg. 

Lepidus, one of the triumvirates that parceled 
out the Roman empire among themfelves, waa 
fo blown up with pride and haughtinefs, at his 
being at the head of twenty lemons cori[ii[^ out 
of i^rica, that meeting with Odavianus Caefar 
in Sicilyy under the misfortune of being routed 
4f^ Sextus Fompdus^ he would not adxmt Mm. 
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itito bis prcfencc, but rcornfully denied him au- 
dience, and caufed his foldicrs to throw darts at 
hinn wliich Crfar defending himfclf againd, re- 
turned to his arm/t led them againft the forces 
of Lepidus, who feci^i^ which way the fcalc of 
viAory was like to inchnc, and that his former 
oftcntation and infolence was in danger of ruin- 
ing him, he fell into an abje£t meanncfs of fpirit, 
immediately threw otF his general's robe, put on 
deep mourning, threw himfclf at Ccfar's feet, 
whom a little before he contemned and (lighted, 
and begged him to give him his life, in whofe 
power it now was to deprive him of it CK(ar, to 
ihew that the braveft men were always inclin*d 
to mercy, granted him his life and cfbtc, but 
fentenccd hun to endlcfs haniHimait. Oro/, bijL 
Pcrfeus, the Macedonian monarch, was cove- 
tous to a ereat degree, and fo exccflivc proud, 
high-minded, and of fuch a lofty and hauduy 
ftomach, arifmg from the conceited Arcngth of 
his own dominions, that he gave great diftur* 
bance to thofe parts of the world \ and flip;hting 
the Roman power, provoked Gciitius, king of 
the lUyrians, for three hundred talents, to war 
againft them, and contrary to the law of na- 
tions, to kill a Roman embaflador \ and when 
he haul engaged that prince too far to be able to 
return, refuied to pay the money he had pro- 
mifed. Perfcus, being at length engaged in the 
fame war, was beaten, and takeii prifoncr, and 
then difcovered as poor, mean and fcrvile a fpirit, 
as if he had been of the bafcft extraction ; for 
approaching near i^milius, the conful rofe from 
his feat to meet iiini, and receive him like a 
prince, under the misifbrtuncs of an unfucccfsful 
war^ and accoilcd hun willi dciWQtvCbt^u^wi v\^ 
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forrow : But Perfeus was (o unabk to keep up 
a ntanlv courage, that, in a bafe defpair and fear, 
he caft himfeif at the conful's feet, embraced 
his knees, and prayed htm with fuch an abje£l 
meannefs to pity him, that he tum'd ^milius's 
compailion into anger; and with a wrinkled 
brow, that fhewM his dilpleafure, toM him^ 

* Since he was dejefted bdow a man, he was an 

* unworthy enemr of the Romans, and one that 

* by difcovering \o bafe a cowardice, had thrown 
^ a reproach ^ difhonocrt on hid late victory. 
Tht. in P. Mmil 

Tygranes, fovercign of Armenia^ in warring 
againft: the Romans^ had an arnw of twenty 
thoufand archers and ftone-flingers, nfty five thou- 
fand cavalry, an hundred and fifty thoufand in~ 
fantry, and thirty-five thou(and artificers and 
pioneers. This hijge army made him fo intole- 
rably proud, that when ne few Ae Roman ge- 
tieral Lucullus marching againft him, he derided 
their fmall number, iiaying, ' If thefe men come 

* as embafladors, they fignify fomething ; but if 

* as enemies, they will fcarce ferve us for a 

* breakfeft. I want, faith he, to fight with the 

* whole military powers of Rome, and to tri- 

* umph in their defeat' But when his army 
>^as engaged, and he faw his cavalry unable to 
bear the (hock, and his foot give way, Tygra- 
nes was the firft that left the field, and threw 
away his diadem, Aat tt might not hinder hi9 
tf^tiy flight 5 but being taken pfifoner, he effe- 
minately lamented hb unhappy defHny, and that 
of his fons, now lying at the mercy of the con- 
tjuering Romans ; and when, after this he was 
taken again, and brought before Pompev, threw 

himfdf and crown i^ his fe^ ind n^h^n'd his 
ft VikWg,* 
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kingdom to hb difporal, which Pompeynvehini 
ucain, but made him tributary to me Romantt 
flut, in Lueulh. 

Cardinal VVoifcy, that from no higher a pa** 
rentage than a batcher's (on of Ipfwich in Suf* 
folk, rofe to be a cardtnali and pofleiSng th# 
entire fiivour of the kingi and the greateft offices 
of truft and profit in the kingdom, grew ib in* 
fuflferablj proud and bfty, that he was ferv*d by 
the (bm of noblemen i in common difcourui 
would fay, Bi$ it ri)t mmt/, * I and my king i* 
told Edward duke of Buckingham, who fpilt a 
little water on his (hoes, that he would fiick on 
his skirts, and not long after procured him to be 
beheaded } had the confidence to cite king Hen* 
ry VI ! I. and queen FCstliarine, to apjiear before 
him and Campejus, as their judges \ carried the 
broad feal of England with him beyond fca ; had 
a greater retinue than the king \ tyranniz'd over 
the whole kingdom, and whofe woj-d was a law, 
that fcarcely any man durft oppofe, under the 
price of his ruin ; vet when he faw himfrlf de- 
cline in the king's favour, he bowed and cringed 
to all men in favour, whom formerly he defpis'd \ 
feeni'd overjoyed when a wurtier would vouch- 
fait? to fpeak to him j and when Mr. Norris met 
him on the way at Putney, with a comfortable 
mefTagc from the king, and a gold ring uh a pre- 
fent from the fame hand \ he alighted from his 
mule, and receivM his mcfTage kneeling, and 
bare-headed in the dirt, with the hunihlcrt ex- 
preflions of his gratitude to Croii and the king, 
for the joyful news \ and receiving the ring from 
Mr. Norrw, he faid, * If I whs lord of the realm, 
* one half of it was too inconfiderable a ttratuity 
« fw your trouble uid good newti/ Mvi xW'rt* 
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fore intreated him to accept of a fmall chain of 
gold, with a crofs of the fame metal annex'd to it, 
wherein was inclofed a piece of the wood of the 
holy crofs, which he conftantlv wore about his 
neck next his skin, and valued it at above a thou- 
iand pounds fterling. Stow*s Chron. 

George duke of Buckingham, that great &- 
vourite of king James I, knowing that attorney- 
general Bacon was a man of extraordinarv parts, 
and as things were then circumftantiatea, fit to 
ferve the king in quality of lord keeper of the 
broad feal, fent a gentleman to tell him, that 
he had procured that &vour for him ; but withal 
to tell him alfo, that he knew he was naturally 
a knave, ungrateful, proud, and apt to return 
injuries to fuch as did him kindnefles ; but let 
him look to it, for if he made him any fuch re- 
quital, * He would fink him as far below fcorn 
* and contempt, as he had preferred him above 
^ his expe£btion.' Bacon heaid the meflage with 
patience, and promifed to obey the commands of 
fo good a patron, with the greateft fubmiffion 
and exa£lnefs. Bacon had no fooner received the 
fcals, and the king being gone into Scotland, 
but he fancies himfelf a monarch ; fleeps in the 
king's lodgings ; does the bufinefs of the court in 
tlie banqueting houfe ; ufurps the ftate and at- 
tendance of the king ; if any of the privy-coun- 
fellors iat with him for the difpatch of public 
aiFairs, and drew near him, he would bid them 
fit further oiF, and know their diflance. Upon 
which fecretaryWinwood went-away, and would 
appear no more at the council board, but im- 
mediately wrote to the king, that he would pleaie 
to make what hafte he could to England, for his * 
mycAy^s feat was already ufur^'d by the keeper.' 
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If he received a letter from the duke of Buck* 
ingham that required a fpcedy returnt he would 
AOt open or anfwcr it but at )iU own leifure i but 
now hearing the king was coming; towards Lon* 
don, he return*d to himfelf again, l^hc court 
being come to Windfor, he attended two days 
at the duke of Buckingham's chamber, without 
admittance into any other room than where the 
footmen and the dregs of that family attended. 
There he fat upon an old wooden coiFcr, with 
the purfc and fad \y\ng by him, two days fuc- 
ce/Cvely in that defpicable poflure, and then hav- 
ing admittance* he fell down at the duke's feet^ 
kifltng them, and vowing never to rife till hit 
grace had pardon'd him, which at length was 
granted him ; but the keeper became a flave to 
the duke, and all his relations. Court of King 
Jams, 



CHAP. V. 
Adulterers punched in various manners. 

KING Fid win, eldcft fon of king Edmund, 
and fucccflbr of king EdrcJ, being but four- 
teen vears of age, on the very dav his coronation 
>vas iolcmnlzM, (hamcfuUy abufca a lady of srcat 
fortune, and nearly related to him, in the light 
oi his lords, as they were aflcmblcd at the coun- 
cil board ; and that he might enjoy his inceftu- 
ou8 plcafurcs with the greater freedom, caufed 
the laJy*s husband to be murdered, l^o this he 
added many other infamous anions, which fo 
ailienutuJ the uIFcdiom of his fubj<;Sb^ \\v)K. ^^^ 
VoL.L C 'VJVsw 
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Mercians and Northumbrians revolted from liim, 
fct the crown upon the head of his younger bro- 
ther Edgar, and fwore allegiance to him. Ed- 
win, with exceffive grief, ended his life, having 
reigned but four years. Speed. Chron* 

Eugenius III. king of Scotland, was fo much 
addicted to lafcivioufnefs himfelf, that he was 
willing to indulge the better fort of his fubje6h 
in the fame libidinous pleafures ; and therefore 
knade a law, that the lord of the foil (hould have 
5the firft night's lodging with every new-married 
woman, which beaftly law continued in force 
iai it was repealed by king Malcolm, in the year 
J057, granting liberty to the husband to buy off 
iiis cuckoldom upon payment of half a mark in 
iUvcr, to the lord, which they call Marehetas 
Aiiulierum, and is ftjlt'difponed by landlords, in 
the charters they grant to their vaflals. Bi/hop 
Sp9tfwQo£i Hifi. Ch. Scot, 

When the duke of Anjou came to affift the 
Dutch againfl the ^niards, his lihny entring 
into Hainault, one captain Pont was quartered in 
a rich fermer's houfe, of whom he asked his 
.daughter in marriage, but bdng denied, he drove 
' the family out of the houfe, but kept the inno- 
cent virgin with him, and ravifti'd fi'er, and hav- 
ing fatiatcd himfelf, caufed three or four foldiers 
to deal as rudely by her alfo. Which being done, 
titc iiuured woman, meditating a revenge; -w- the 
captam turned his head to Ipeak to a corporal, 
ihc took up a knife and ftabb'd him to the heart, 
of which wound he dropt down dead immediate- 
ly. The foldiers bound her to a tree, and (hot 
Jier to death, for which they were all hang'd. 

Pau- 
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. PftuBius wife of SatuminuSf was at (amoia for 
her extraordinary beautjr and unipotted chafliC|r 
of life* ai her noble dcfcent. Ucciua MunJui^ 
A Roman knight, was fo paffionately in love with ' 
her, that he ofFer'd her two hundred thoufimi 
drachmai to enjoy her but one night^and (he flight* 
ing his gifb» and abhorring his propolaky he de» 
termined to famifli himrclf to death. Ide, his 
father's frccd-woman, cominr to the knowledge 
of it, told him, that for fiftr dtoufand drachmas^ 
file would procure Uni the enjoyment of tim 
ladv; which Am being put into her haitds^ 
and (he knowing Paulina was a great adorer 
of Ifis, (he gives twenty-five thou&nd drachmfli 
Co fome of the priefts> acquaints them wttk 
the paffion of Decius, begs their affiftamre m 
gratifying him, and promifed dwm to doufala 
CM ^atttity of gold when they had acoompltik'd 
it. The feniors of theTc covetous priefts Wing (9 
largely brib'd, and in cxpo£bition of more gold^ 
make a vifit to Paulitu^ and tell her the Qol 
Anubis was fo fmitten with her beauty, that he 
commanded her to come to him at fuch a time 
and place. She obtaining her husband's confent, 
went to the temple at ntsht, was lockM in by 
the confederate pricfls, and in the dark was en* 
oycd by Dccius Mundus, thinking (he had ob- 
lig*d a God, and extolled the &vour (he had ro- 
cciv'd to her husband and acquaintance. Three 
davs after Mundus meeting her, faid, ^ It wat 
^ kindly done of vou, Paulina, to favc me two 

* hundred thoufand drachmas, and yet give mc the 

• plcafurc of enjoying you under the borrowed 
' name of Anubis ;' aiid then abruptly left her. 
Paulina now apprehending how (he hiA h^cvv ^<» 
hufcd and chcsUcd^ tore her luir, loiA V^t cW^^^!s 

C 2 viA 
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told her husband what a villainy had been aded, 
and, on her knees, begg'd that Mundus, and all 
his confederates, might have an exemplary pu- 
nifhm^t^ Satiirninus, her husband, relates the 
matter to Tiberius the emperor, who finding it 
to be true, fentenced all the priefts that were 
concerned, and Ide to be crucified ; the temple 
to be demolifh'd, and the ftatue of Ifis to be 
thrown into the river Tvber : But Mundus he 
pnly condenmed to banifhmcnt, as excufing his 
crime, in part, for the ereat pajffion and love he 
bad for the lady. Jofeph. Antiq. Judaic. 
• Sir Robert Carr, fometime favourite to king 
James T, who cnsated him vifcount Rochefter, 
and. earl of Somerfet, living in open adultery 
with the young earl of EfTex's lady 5 to prevent 
the fcandal, and enjoy their pleafures with the 
greater freedom, procured the lady to be fo- 
Jemnly, tho* unjuftly, divorced from her huf- 
band, and then, at the expcnce of Sir Thomas 
Overbury's life, Somerfet married her. The wed- 
ding was honour'd with the prefence of the king, 
queen and nobility, with «all imaginable pomp 
^ind gallantry. The city of London alfo made 
an entertainment for the bride and bridegroom, 
«nd happy w^re they who could fhew the grcat- 
42ft refpe^ to their pcrfons, and honour to their 
«uptials i but before the condufion of the year, 
Somerfet and his lady were apprehended, con- 
victed, and condemned to die, for procuring Sir 
Thomas OVerbury to be poiibned in the tower. 
All men expelled, according to king James's af-^ 
fcveration, not to fpare any one that was c«n- 
jcem'd in that murder, that they would have been 
Jfoth executed ; but, on the contrary, they were 
jpardon'd^ md fct at liberty , ^th tS^ iBlX^Tm^ifi 
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of 4000 1, a year eut of the carKs confifcatcd 
cftate. They retii-ed to a private life in tfie 
country; and now that love that made than 
break thro' all oppofition^ either on her fide de- 
fining to fome new object, as was commonly 
reported, or his inclining to relu^bncy, that they 
lived in the fame houfe as Grangers to one an- 
other. The lady died before him an infamous 
death, of adifeafc in the offending parts, t(X> un- 
ieemly for any modcft pen to mention : Of tiic 
earl 1 will fay no more, but that he would have 
paflcd for a good man, if he had not doated on 
fo ill a woman, whofc lewdnefs brought him to 
ruin. Kiftgfton^s HilL Eng* 

A noble I'huringtan, bemg farprix*d in conw 
snitting adultery, the husband of the adultcrcfii 
caufed him to be bound hand and foot, and 
thrown into a prifon, where he kept him with- 
out either meat or drink ; but to add to his tor- 
ment, caufed hot meat to be fct beibre htm twice 
a day, to vex htm with the fmell of what he 
could not tafte. Under this torment he conti* 
nued eleven days, and theii having gnawn the 
flefii from his (boulders, he died. Uari's Ex. 
from Luther. 

Mary of Arragon, wife to the emperor Otho 
the Third, was attended by a young fpark in 
women's cloaths, who did her drudgery ; but be- 
ing difcovcred, he was burnt to death. After- 
wardftjk^ vain attempting to debauch the count 
de AlKnlna, fhe accufcd him of endeavouring to 
raviih nbf) for which he was moft injiirioufly be- 
headed. \ [But at length the emperor making fur- 
ther difcoverics of her Lewdne(s, he caufed her 
to be burnt to death. 
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Of affability and burnt lily in fome great nunv 

AS the nobleft aSions in hiftory have gene^^ 
rally been perform'd by men of higheft 
lirth and quality, fo the truly great men have 
been, the moft remarkable examples of courtefy 
;nd humility. Thofe are the fureft friends that 
ai.e made fo by reiterated civilities, which cer^ 
t; inly procure the good will of the public in re-^ 
turn, whereas vulgar paffions, and a tyrannical 
iKshaviour, are fit for nodiing but to make men 
be defpi&d of others^ and imeafy to diemfdvC9«. 
When Alexander the Great waa m Aiia, t 
fiididen and extraordinary tempeft of cold lb fur* 
priz'd many about him, that they fwooned away 
by the violence of it. Among the red he found 
% Macedonian foldier almofl fbrved to deaths 
jirhom be commanded ta be carried into bis tent> 
wcA (ct by the fire in his own royal chair, which^ 
with thq addition of a cordial, immediately re- 
tfored the dying foldier to fife again ; who then 
fieing ia what poihxre he fat, ftarted up in a 
Eighty and with all the rhetoric he bad, apolo- 
^z'd to the king for his prefumption ; but Alex- 
ander, with an obliging afped, reply'd, * Thou 
^* canft not be ignorant, my foloier, that you 
^ Macedonians enjoy a greater freedom under 

* your king, than the fervik Perfians do under 

* theirs. Ta any one of thofe fubjeds, it had 
* been prefent death to have fat in the king's 

• €*a£r, but to thqe it has bc^ix ^ u?w. >ifc\ fo 
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* it was intended, and has Aicceeded, snay'ff 

* thou long enjoy it.' Harauld dlfc. of po^ 
lUy. 

Gualter Mapes, an antiquated £ngli(h hifto' 
xian reports, that king Edward I. and Leofine 
prince of Wales, defigning an interview in ^ 
vill^e called Auft upon Severn, in the county 
of Gloucefier ; the prince being defired to come 
over, infifted upon fome pun£UIio of honour, 
and refufing to come, the kmg would needs con- 
defcend to go over to him, and took boat ac- 
cordingly i .which prince Lcoline perceivings 
ruihed up to the ihoulders in water, and wouTf 
have carried the king afhore in hts arms, laying, 

* Your majefty's great humility and wifdom \\z^ 
< utterly fubdued my impertinence and vanity/ 
Burt^ Mibmc. 

'. tJlpius Trajanus the emperor, took all occa- 
fions to manifeft an eitraordinary afiability an^ 
humSity in his words and a£tions, fo that he ne- 
ver difplcafed any man with refufing his requefti 
for he did it with fuch a courteous demeanor, at 
gave the petitioner hopes to fucceed in fome* 
thing elfe* And when any of his foldiers were 
wounded in fight, would aifift in their cure; and 
when fwadies or bandages were wanting to bind 
up their wounds, would tear his own Unnen to 
fupply that defe^. Some thought thefe praSices 
were too great a condefcenfion, and below the 
dignity of his ftat«, and, therefore took the li- 
berty to cenfure them ; but he put an end ta 
diofe murmurs, by faying, ' He would be fuch 

* an emperor to his fubjefts, as might oblige 

* them to obey out of love, and not out of fear; 
^ and while he was emperor, would a£t towards 

* others as he defired an emperox £l[vo>i\!i \aN^ 

C 4 ^<^xi^ 
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* done to him, if it had been his lot to hare 

* been a private perfon.' Pe%eL Mellefic, 
Maudjk danghter of Malcolm Canmore king 

of Scots, and.wrfc to king Henry I. of England, 
vfzs fo affably pious and humhlc, that flic con- 
defcended to relieve the poor with her own 
hands, drcfs their fores, and wafh their {tct\ 
and being reprimanded for it by a courtier, a^ 
not agreeable to her royal dignity, fhe made him 
this ar.fwer, • That flie followed the example of 

* our blefied Saviour, and the prefcripts of the 
^ gofpel; and that the brightcift jewel in the 

* crown of majefly was affability and courtefy/ 
JViOV. Fun. Mon, 

When Robert duke of Normandy being in 
the holy war, rcfiifed the fovefeignty of Jerufe- 
km, having a greater mind to the crown of 
England, the princes proceeded to make another 
choice, and knowing the remarkable piety and 
humanity of Godfrey of Bouillon, they elefied 
him by an unanimous confent to be their king- 
He accepted the title, but refiifed the folemnity 
of his coronation, faying, * God forbid that I 

* (bould wear a crown of gold, where the Sa- 

* viour of all the world had been crowned with 

* thorns.* Full, holy War, 

Dr. Hall, fomc time bifliop of Norri'ich, was 
IS humble as learned, as courteous as devout ; 
and had all the qualifications of a good biihop in 
^great perfe£lion. He was accuftomed to fay, 

* TTiat he would fuffer a thou&nd wrongs, ra- 

* ther d)an be guilty of doing one : He mtouM 

* rather fuffer a hundred, than return one, and 

* endure many, rather than complain of one, or 
' endeavour to right himfelf by contending ; for 

' Ac had ahrstys obferved, that to cont'wA vt\\S\ 
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< one's fuperiort b foolifli* with one*i eauab it 

* dubious, iukI with one's infcrion mean-lpiritcd 

* and fordid. Suits in law are unqucftionably 

* lawfuli but he had need be (nore than mati» 

* that can manage them with juftice and iiuio- 

* cence-* 

Pope Julius IIL gave a cardinal's hat to a 
fervant that kept hb monkey 1 and being asked 
the rcafon of fo ftrange a &vour, an(wcr'd» 
^ l^hat he faw as much in hb fgrvant to make 

* him a cardinal, as the conclave (aw in him ta 

* cleft him pope.' Hj/t. Rtfirm, 



CHAP. VII, 
0/ age^ grea%. memorable^ and renewed. 

THERE are fo many ways, and various 
methods, to fend us out of thb tranfttDry 
world, that 'tis a greater wonder wc (hould liye 
one Angle day, thun that life, whidi is fubJc«St 
to fo many cufiialticS) (hould be prolonged to fo 
great a length as we And it has been,, by the foN 
bwing memoriab. 

Hippocrates, that celebrated phyfician, lived 
an hundred and four ycaiH ; and dalcn, nO Icfa 
famous in. hb j^icncratinn for hb Icnowlcd^c in 
nhyfic, lived one hundred and forty years, liut 
ruracclfus, who boallcd he could' make other 
men immortal, died himfclf at forty. 

Upon the wall of the cathedral church of W^ 
tcrborouah in Northamptonflure it is* rccoidcd, 
that a fcxton there biiiicd two qiiecnH in that 
church, viz, Kuthcrino queen 'duwAacr Iv^Vwn^ 
C 5 \kw\>J 



Hcniy Vni, and Mary queen of Soodand ; antf 
jret there were above fifty years elapfed betwixt 
t)ie date of their feveral mterrments ; tfie for- 
mer dving Jan.. 8, 1536, and the other uidiap^ 
fSy deprived of life, Feb. 8, 1587. 'Tis fur- 
ther faid of this bng-liv'd fexton, that he bu- 
ned two gcneration9, or the inhabitants of that 
city twfce over. Thofc that are curious in af- 
iig^ing rcafons. for longevity, attribute this man's 
long life to his firequent finelling the rich mould 
made of confumed human bodies, whiqh they 
&y is a great prefeiver of life.. Fuller* s Werth, 
, William Pawlet, marquia of Winchefler,^ and. 
no \tf% than twenty years, together lord treafurcr 
of England.,, was born in the year 1461, being 
the laft year of Henry VI, and died, in the loth 
year of queen Elizabeth, being the. ye^r 1568. 
The whole off his life wa^ an hundred and fix; 
years, three quarters and five days ; during the 
ftveral. reigns of niije kin© and queens of Eng- 
land. He had the &tisfacbion of feeing his chit- 
drens childrqn multiplied to the numb^ of one 
hundred and three. Baker* s Cbron. Fuller^t 
Worth. 

The Lord VeruVinx reports, that theRc was. 
a morris-danee in Hcrtfordihire, performed by 
eight men,, whofe years (linuned. up together^ 
the total' amounted to eight hundred. What 
fomc of them wanted of the age of one hundred,^ 
the reft fupply'd by being above. Bacon* t Hijf. 
ef Life and Death. 

JVIr. Carew, in his furvey of Cornwaltv re- 
lates, that men- in that countrv commonly ar- 
rive at fourfcore years of age, m tlie perfeft e»- 
«rcjfe of their limbs and fenfes. A man named 
JPblczcw 4flaincd, Cuth hc> to u hundred and 



thirty jrouit wul di«d but lutcly i a kinfiiian of 
hid to a huivlrod and fix \ ami in the fanie pre- 
cincts where he dwelt hinilclf, he reincnibere4 
fuur men died hi the Tpace of fourteen wecki» 
tlic number of whufe yearn being put together^ 
xmde up three hundrcMl and forty. The iama 
Mr. Carcw made the following epitaph upon ont 
Hrawne, a CornUh beggar, but an Irilluiian born* 

Here Bniwne the quondam begpur Iic0| 

Who counted by hid ulc 
Sixicorc cold wlntcih and abovci 

Such virtue han rckkI ale. 
Ale won hid nicAt, IhiN drink| hia cloth. 

Ate did hill life deprive : 
And couU he (lill have drank \m idr« 

He Aill had been idivc, lUikwii Ap$L 

Jamea Sundi of Horhorni in the county of 
Stiiftordi near a market-town culled liirmui|f« 
ham, lived an huiulred and forty yearH, and hitr 
wife an hundred and twnity in a pcifc^t Kate of 
health, till the day of their deuthd. He outf 
liv'd Ave Iciifrfi oF one and twenty yearN cach^ 
thai were all nuuie after die date of hia mar- 
liaae. FuL fr$r. Stuf. 

Sir Walter Rawlei^^h avers, tluit he was well 
uc(|uaintc*d with t)ic oU amntcfN of Dcfniond o£ 
luchequiivc, in thcpioviiuc of MuniUr in Ire-, 
laiul, who liveil in isUi), uiul niuny year, afler"^ 
ward I wlujfe nupti^iU wcie foU^mnlA'd in the 
)ci||n of Kdwaid IV. and kept her jointure* 
which was a goo<l part of the cdiUe, from all 
the earls of Defmoad al)Ove a huoilied years $• 
t))e truth whereof all the n(jl>ility and p;cntry of 
Munlter CiUi teflify. 'Hic lord li^oii addi^ that 
C 6 ^tt^ 
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Jhe was at leaft a hundred and forty years ot 
age, and that after caAing her teeth, new ones 
came three feveral tTmes. Kawl. hj/i. world, 

Thomas Parr, eldeft fon of John Parr, was 
born at AMerbunr in the parifh of Winnington, 
in the county of Salop, in the laft year of king 
Edward IV. in 1483. He married his firft wife 
Jane at eighty years of age, and in above thirty 
years Ihe brought him but two children, the 
eldeft of which' lived not above three years. He 
married his fecond wife Katharine Milton, when 
he was an hundred and twenty years of age, by 
whom he had. one chHd, and lived till he was, 
fomething above a hundred and fifty vears ofd. 
Thomas earl of Arundel caufed hitn to be 
brought up to Wdhninfter about two months, 
before his death, where he fpent moft of his. 
time in fleep ; but being taken out of his native 
air, his diet changed, and the continual molefta- 
tk>n of much company, who came to fatis^ 
their curipfity, was thought, to haften his death, 
which came to pafs at Weftminfter, Nov. 15,. 
j634> in the 9th year of king- CharfcsJ. and 
was buried, in the abbey. 

Henry Jbnfcins, of the parilSi. of Bolton in 
Yorkihire, being produced a$ a witnefs, at stn- 
affize^^ there, to prove a way over a man's> 
ground, he diei) fworc. to near 150 years me* 
xnemory^} for at diat time, he faid, he well.rer 
mcmber'd a way over that ground.. And* being 
cautioned by the jlidgp to beware what he fiiieore, 
bccaofe there were two men In court, of above 
ei^ty years each, who had fworn they rcmem^ ; 
Bered no fuch way; he reply'd,. that thofe men 
were boys to him. Upon which the jiidge afked 
0pA m^nr hovff oU they took Jcukba to be ^ 
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who aniWer'd, they knew him very well, but 
not his age, but that he was a very old man 
wheti they were boys. Dr. Taticred Robinfuiiy 
fellow of the collese of phyficiani, addi farther 
concerning thin mnrv fcnkins, that upon his 
coming into hii After • kitchin to beg an almt^ 
he aiked him how old he wan i who» after k 
nttic pnufmg, faid, * He wai about an hundred 
• fixty-two or three.* The doAor afkctl him 
what kintR he remembered f He ^aid Henry VIII. 
What public thing he could longeft remember T 
lie Aiicf the fight at Flowden Field. Whether 
the king waa there t He faid no, he was in 
France, and the carl of Surrey waa genemU 
How old he waa then ? He faid about twelve 
yearn old. ^Fhe doAor looked into an okl chro- 
nicle that waa \h the houfe, and found that the 
battle of Flowden Field waa an hundred and 
fifty-two yer.ra bcfbrci that the earl he namrd 
waa general, and that Henry VJIt waa then at 
Toumay. Jcnkina waa a poor man, ami could 
neither write nor read. Tliere were alfo foot 
or five in the fame parifh reputed to be an hun- 
dred yeara old a piece, or within two or three 
of it, who all faid he waa an elderly man ever 
fince they knew him. He died the 8th of I)r* 
I ember, 1670, at Kllcrton upon Swnic, aged 
one hundred lixty luul nine yeara. 7fw«/.* Royal 

Johannes dc Tcmporibu«, who had* thnf Ap- 
pellation given him, for the fcvcral age» of the 
world that he lived in^ waa armour bearer to 
CJharlemuin, who tnndc him a l(ni(^t. He had 
ft} grrat a command over himfilf, that all kind 
of cxccdcH were ftr.uip;rr.i to him. Hf wan bom 
In Lrcrman/,. wherv he lival, mul lomc\;v\w>K \ti 
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France, till the 9tb year of the emperor Gn- 
jcadius, and died at the age of three hundred^ 
threefcore and. one year, anno 1128; but Ful- 
gofiis makes it a later date by eighteen years, 
Vmo* all agree he was one of the miracles of na- 
ture^ and a great example of temperance and 
cootentedneik Vincent le Blanc. Travels^ 

The learned Sir Walter Rawleigh, in his de^ 
fcrqption of Gruiana, a large county in South 
America, aiSrms, that king Aromaia, tho' he 
was a hiuulred and ten years old, came often on 
&>ot in the morning from his own houfe to make 
htm a vifit, which was fourteen miles from the 
l^ace where Sir Walter was, and always return^ 
ed on foot the &me day. 
. Patrick Makd Wiart,^ bom in Wkhorn in 
Galloway, in Scotland, in the year 1546, was 
educated in the univerfity of Edinburgh, there 
commencing mafter of arts, he travelled into 
England, where he fbmetime kept a fchool. In 
the firft year of king James L he was indu<3ed 
into the church of Lesbury, near Alnwic in 
Northumberland, where he lived till the year 
1600; and about diat time found a great decay 
of his fight, with the ailauk of feveral other in- 
diijpofitions and infirmities attending old age y 
but in the year 1656, he found his flrength in^ 
creafe s^in. Three years before he had threQ 
new teediy but was very fick when he bred them. 
His fight, that was Co much decay'd, that he 
could not read the largefl print without Q>e£iacles> 
was, about .the hundred and tenth year of his 
age, fb clear, that there was no print or writing' 
Sb fmall, but he could lead without them. Hair 
then adom'd his head, that before was bald, with 
ifibcr /ymptoms that declared his ^sf^ was renew- 
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Infff and the better ufe of all bit fimfiM and &« 
ciSeiei itcovertd to a mirade. /W/» tnrtk. 



CHAP. YUJ. 
Of dngif^ ami the vm$us effiSts of it. 

ANGER being ftifed a (here madnefii no left 
dangerom tlm deforming to the perfcn in 
whom it reigns i men (hould allow themfelvce 
leifure to confidcr of the confcqucnces of it^ be* 
fore they fliflfer themfirlves to be precipitated in- 
to it. One Aying to Diogenes, after a rude fellow 
had fpit in his face, * Sure this bafis affront wtU 
^ make you anvv V ^ No, fiiid the philofopher^ 

* but I sm thinking whether I ought to be fe 

* or not^* If excels of anger be a man's blind 
fide, he ihould fhidy to conceal it, left he give 
hb enemy an advantage to wound him in a fen- 
fiUe part. When men are moved to it, thc^ 
ought to found a retreat to their exafpcrated fpii* 
rtts, left being too much heated, violence (hould 
ufurp the iieat of prudence, and a minute's fury 
4raw after it a fubjed of long repentance^ 

Charles VI. king of France* was fo preju- 
diced in his mind aguinft the duke of Britain,. 
and intent upon a dire revenge, that he would 
90t giye audience to the duke's cmbafladors, that 
came to prove his Innocence by undeniable Tcf^ 
timonics: For the King's reufon w.u fo doudal by 
his piiflions, and his fury w;is Co predominant, 
that in the calends of June 1309, w-ontmry to the 
advice of his coum iU he conunandcd his army 
10 muKh > aik/ about noon>. wV\cu \\vi (uw >insi. 
I 



49 ^^l^^ and Aevmous iffeBs of iK 

extremely hot 'and patching, he mounted his* 
hoife in a rage, and commanded all that loved 
him to follow. He had fcarce rid a mile from 
the city, but in' a defperate frenzy he drew his 
fword, killed fome, and wounded more, till 
fainting with the trouble he gave himfelf, he fell 
from his horfe, and was carried as dead into the 
city, of the Caenomans. Nor did he ever reto- 
ver himfelf fo, but that at certain times, he 
would ftart into a peifed frenzy \ which occa- 
fioned the government of the kingdom, to be 
committed to the care and fidelity of his uncles- 
Zuing. 

■ Into what extremky of folly and wickedneis- 
fbme men- have been hurried: by their unbridled 
paflions, may be read in the example of pope Ju- 
lius IIL He had commanded a peacock to be 
kept cold for his fupper, which the fervants hav* 
ing eaten, he fell into fuch a violent paflion, that 
his choler vented itfelf at his mouth, in this blaf- 
pbemous expreffion > ^ I will.have the peacock, in 

* defpight of Gxxl AJbughty.' And when hi» 
fervants in waiting prayed him not to difcovec 

50 much weakneft, for (o inconfiderable a trifle^, 
that he might have as often as h6 pleafed, he run ' 
into a groffcr piece of blafphcmy, faying, * Why 
^ fhaU not I,^ who am- a potent Lprd in Rome, 

< be angry for a peaeock,. when God himfelf fo 
f refented the eating of one poor apple in para-* 

* dife, that he inflided. a punlfhment upon all 

* mankind Ibr Adam's doing it?' fP'lerL opera. 
Beard's Thiat. 

. Montaigne, in> his ef&ys, gives us a ilon% 

which he remember'd. to be current, when he 

was a boy, of a neighbouring king having re* 

ecived.a blow bom the hand of Qody Cwore he 
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wou*d he reveng*d| and in order to it made pro- 
cbunationi that for ten years to come, no one 
Ihould pray to him, or To much at mention him 
throughout his dominions. By which, fays he, 
we are not fo much to take meafure of the fbllyt 
as the vain-gbry of the nation *, of which thia 
tale was told. 

Clitus the Macedonian, and Alexander the 
Great's fofter brother, who was always dear in hie 
eftecm, being educated and brought up together, 
and who had faved Alexander's life at the fight 
near the river Granicus, with the imminent dan« 
^T of his own, for which he was made prefcft of 
a province, and to whofe bofom he committed 
all his fecrets, yet, becaufe he could not flatter 
and diflemble, but with the liberty of a Macedo- 
nian, and a true friend, fharply reproved the ef- 
feminacy and luxury of the rerfians : Alexander 
in a violent pa/Eon, and a drunken fit, kiird 
him with his own bands, but afterwards was fo 
griev'd for the lofs of his friend, that he neither 
eat nor drank for three days tog^her, purpofing 
by funifliing himfelf to follow him, and attone 
(or the murder, which an ungovernable fiiry had 
made him guilty of i but being diflwaded from 
adding one fm to another, he changed his mind* 
and buried Clitus with great folemnity. 

Herod the tctrarch of Judea, had lb little com- 
mand over his paflion, that upon every fliglit oc- 
cifton his anger wou'd tmnfport him into abfolute 
madnefs. In fuch a defperate fit he kill'd Jofip- 
pus. Sometimes he would be furry and repent of 
the folly and injuries he had done, when anger 
clouded his underftanding, and foon after com- 
mit the (knic outrages, that none about hvm veve 
/iifc of their lives a moment: and uo vjoiisiwN ^^% 
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vnreftiam^ anger quickly breaks out into mad-. 
iie& Tbctt is ao difference between a madman 
and an 'logry man while the fit continues^ be- 
caaie both are void of reafon, inexoraUe and 
blind ibr that feafon. It too often ruins and Tub* 
Texts whole £unilie8> tQwna> cities and kingdoms. 
It is a vice that few men are able to conceal, for 
if it don't betray itfelf by external figns, fuch as a 
fiidden paknefs of the cotmtenance, and trembling 
of die jomts, it is more impetuous within, fecretty 
gnaws the very heart, and produces dangerous. 
•ffe6b in thole diat nouriih it. Egifif. ii ixciJL 



CHAR DC. 

0/ i^ppMteU the frugaUty and ptoSgaU^ im 
tbtufiifit, 

GAudj cloalhs are tile moft infignificant thingp^ 
in the worU» to recommend the wearers to 
people of good ienfe.^ A plain, dean and decent 
habjt, proportkxiM to one's quality and bufmeis» 
is all a wife man aims at in his drefi, and is an 
argument that he has beflow'd more coft and timo 
in fiimifhing bis iniide than his out : Whilft fools,, 
who place wiiclom in drefs, are> like Popifli re«« 
li^ wrapt up in fdver. , 

Louis XI* king of France, was a generoua 

prince on every good occafion, and yet fo frugal 

in any thine that concern'd himfelf, that in his 

chamber of accompts for the year 1461, among 

€Mdj€r proofs of his frug^ity there was found, 

Jkm *^ forfuitiaato ncw-flctxeVusOT^t&u'^ oli 
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*< doublet, two fliilliiigs ; and three faalf-peaoe far 
<« Uquor to gretTe hs boets/' CL Mr. 

Ine emperor Rudolphus could icsrce be di^ 
ftinguifli'd in his apparel from the mraiieft of hii 
iiibie£b ; infixnochf that when Ottocarusy king 
€>f Bohemia^ wkh a fpkndtd redmie^ gum to do 
bim homage upon his knees, and his courtier^ 
of the beft quality^ adyifed him to appear in Mb 
rich imperial rolxs, he laid, ^ No, the kfaig of 
^ Bohemia has often made himfelf miarj with 
^ my olain giw ooat, and now my grey coat 
« flttU laugh at his finny.' Lips. MmU 

Marcus Cato, fenior, ibmedme praetor and 
confnl of Rome, is (aid never to have wore a 
coat that ftood him in more dian a hundred 
pence, and when he had a mind to treat himfelf 
at a fumptuous rate, he would fetch a ibpper 
from market, at the price of thirty ha]f-pence» 
He find, * All fupei^uoua thhigs are fold tod 

* dear, let the price be what it will \ and for 

* his part, he indued nothing worth a farthing 

* that he wanted not/ PluL tn Caim. Majmr. 
Nugas, a king of Sc}rthia, having received fe^ 

Vera! iplendid royal ornamental rohes^ as a pre**- 
fent from Pakologus, emperor of G re ec e , he 
demanded of thofe that brought them, < If they 
^ had virtue to prevent or banifh calamities, dif- 

* eafes and death;' for if they had not power enough 
to perform fuch needful things, they would not 
be much efteemed by him, who valued nothing 
that ferved only to increafe pride and vanity* lb. 

Zaleucus, the fkmous law-giver of Locris, 
publifhed a law never to be repealed, that none 
of the female fex fhould be attended in theftreets 
with more than one fervant, but whetv (he wd& 
drunk, said WTuMei Supporters to kte^ Vw^t bosov 
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falUiig .; nor walk abroad in the city by night, 
but when (he was going (if. a wife) to cucboM 
her husband, or (if fin^e) to commit fornica- 
tion ; nor wear cloth of gold or filver, 'or hang, 
peark or diamonds at their ears, but when they 
Tefolved to fet up for coquets and common pro* 
ftitutes \ ner that men ihould wear embroidered 
doaths^ ttfliie or rings on their fingers, but when 
tfa^ went a thievina;, cheating or whoring. lb. 
'. The old earl of Derby, who lived in the reigns 
of James and Charles L wore fuch plain apparel^ 
'diat he could not be diftinguiihed by his gatb, 

• from the better fort of yeomen, and would fey, 
that gaudy doaths were only fit for fools and waR« 
ton women ; for wife men and modeft women 
cfefpifed them. Coming to court in a plain rid- 
ing C9at, he was denied entrance into the privy«> 
cipher by a finical Scot, faying, ^ Gaifisr,. thia 
^ is no place for you, the king has no occafion 
< fotr a plowman ;' none come here but men of 
\ quality, and gentlemen in rich habits/ To 

• which die earl anfwer'd, ^ He had fuch doadies 
^ on as he ufed to wear always \ and if the Scots 
^rwouU do {o too, they would make but a mean 
^ figure in the Englim court, in dicir Scotch 
^ Plads, and blue ^nnets.' The king hearing 
a difpute at the chamber-dooi^ went to know 
what occafioned it; to whom the earl feid, 
* Nothing, my liege, but your countrymen hav- 
^ ing left their manners and their rags behind 
^ them in Scotland, neither know tbcmfelves, or 
^ their betters/ The king being angry at the af- 
front offered to fo great a man, iaid, ^ My good 
^ lord Derby, I am forry for the abufe given 
^ jrou bv my fervant; and to make your lord- 

• uup UtiabBiosi^ I will command Voxa to Vy& 
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• hansMf ifyotir lordfhip drfircs it/ The carl 
reply'Uf * That is (bo licht a puniflinicnt to ne- 
^ fuur my honour, and 1 rx|)cft liiii punifhiticnt 

• Du)ukl bo more exemplary/ * Namr it, my 
< f iord, faid the kii% and it fliall be done.* 
« Why then, Mi ihc carl, I dcfire ymir malcfty 
« would (end hln\ home a[;4in.' FuL ff^trti. 

But there were otlK*r« of a quite contrary dif- 
pofition, whofc cxccflivc luxtiry and pride du- 
fervei a« much contempt, as the frugality of the 
foregoing exaitijl^tei merits commendation. 

I/otlia Paulina, a Roman lady, whofc father 
had ravaged all tlic provinces of Rome, to mak(^ 
hill daughter rich and exceflive proud \ (he l)cing 
invited to a fcaft, wore about her in t^cild chaini«« 
pearls, carcanets and diamonds, to the vahic of 
A million of gold. PHfi/t Nat. Hi/L 

Charles, duke of Durgtutdy, had one garment 
which cnfl him two hundred thoufand ducatx. 
And Sir John Arundel, in the third year of kini;; 
Richard IT, crofling the fea between Kn|i(l;uul 
and Dritimy, waM drowneil, and with him At'ty- 
two new suits of cIoiith«, made of cloth of g'>ld 
and tifltie. L$nic. Thent. Hak. Chrtn. 

1'ho emperor Hcliogahalus furt>aflcd all other 
cxfravaganiM in this kind of luxury. Mis tipper 
garments were conftjinily mailc «>f the fuu'ft pc»ld 
or purple, and fomctimcd almt^O londrd with di.i 
monili. 111.1 fliocs were coveini with jrwcK ;ind 
precious ftones \ and he ttrvcr wore one Tuit of 
apparel a fccond time. Hi* ufually fiU cncom- 
paflcd with the dioiccft flowers ami odmiliMnim 
plants, and what othrr prifunirs art could add to 
naftire. He voidnl hi?* cxncmrnts in vrjlili 
made <jf ^uld, and his urine into m^nVW vvn\s> 
«r fuch U9 were made of onyxi 'VV\c v^'^^^^ 
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where he badied were prepsured with the richeft 
dntments, and cxJouied with ikffroa. His move- 
aUes were goU or filver. 'His bcd ft eads, tables 
and dbtSts were maiTy fdver^ fo were bis caldrona 
and utenffls of the kitchin ; and thofe goods that 
were in his own view, were engraved with die 
Aoft laicivioQs reprefentation that the moil de- 
bauched £uicy a>uld invent^ Parai Hifl. Prof. 



CHAP. X. 
Of art J inventions and imfrovmMs. 

INvention i$ the mark of a fruitful genius, and 
when beneficial to the {mUic, it gives the au- 
thor an honourable commemoration to perpe- 
tuity ; efpecially where a good choice adds the 
chara£br of a (olid judgment to that of a ready 
v^t, for then they never fail to be gratefully re- 
ceived among the wifer and better fort of man- 
kind* There is no art, prance, cuftom or cal- 
ling, but had its introducer, which ihould en- 
courage others in the like attempts ; for moft 
men having fon^e time to fpare from offices of 
neceffity, 'tis a reproach not to em{doy it in the 
eenerous exercifes of fpeculation or a£lion, or 
UifFer their leifure hours to Aide away in doing 
nothing, or nothing to the purpofe, or live like 
drones at the expence of others men's labours. 
Next to invention, thofe that have improved 
them to a greater degree of perfection thai) was 
/bund by the /irft difcoverers, have alfo merited 
ourgr^dtudc, and auA have Omx insm q^ ^ory 
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with the firft tuthon. The world, cither out 
of envy or ill-nitiaret den/ moft men the ho* 
nour of the firft imrention of the thinp fene- 
trnUy iTcribed to them, and give thegiory of their 
proje£k to othen of a more early date : How- 
ever, I flail not difpute their authorities, but 
g^ve you the audion of fome ufcful inventions, 
as they have been handed to us bv antiouity. 

The Silver Sphere, a moft noble and ingent* 
out performance, which was prcfentcd by hit 
imperial majefty Ferdinand, to fultan Solvman 
the magnificent, it mentioned by I^Aulus Joviut 
and Sabcllicut, at Ihcwira;, and keeping time 
with the motions of the ceieftial bodies, in their 
various configurations. It was carried to Con- 
ftantinople in feveral parts by twelve men ; and 
in the srand fignior's preTence wat there put to* 
gethcr hf the artift that made it, who alfo (hew* 
ed him the myfterious ufe of it. KnewPs Turk. 
Hi/f. 

In the year 1578, and the aoth of queen Eli- 
cabeth, Mark &aliot, a blackfmith, made a lock 
confifting of eleven pieces of iron, tteci and brars, 
with a hollow key to it, that altogether weighed 
hut one grain of gold. He likewiie made a gold 
chain, compofcd of forty-three links, which he 
faftned to the lock and key, and having put it 
about the neck of a flea, that little creature drew 
them all with cafe ; which beinji!; <lonu in her ma- 
jefty's prefcnce, he put the lock and key, flea 
and chain, into a pair of fcalcs, and thev alto- 
gether weighM but a grain and half. FnytL Ann. 

Myrmccidcs, a carver in little, was fo excel- 
lent in his own art, that he made an ivory cha- 
riot with four wheels, and as mat\y t\vivvNft(U:d 
horfes, in fo (mM a compafs» that t^ \vv>X^ ^i 
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might hide thenv all under her wings. The iame 
mechattift, alTo^ made a fliip with all her decks» 
mafb^ ''yards, rigging and fails, which took up 
fo^litde room, that a bee might have covered it 
with her wings. Mlian. liar. Hijl. 1. 

Corndius van Drebble, that excellent artificer, 
made an inftrument like all organ, that being (et 
in the c^pen air, under a Ivarm fun, would make 
fine munc of itfelf, without the keys being touch- 
ed by an oiiganift ; but would make no fymphony 
in the ihade ; for which reafon the curious con* 
eluded, that 'twas indofed air, rarified by the 
ftridures of the radiant fun, that caufed the har- 
mony. Ibid. 

A famous mathematician, named JanellusTur- 
rianus, commonly pleafed the emperor Charles V 
with fome curious refults of his ftudy. He would 
make wooden fparrows fly up and down in the 
emperor's dining-room, and return again to him 
that fent them. Sometimes he would caufe little 
foldiers, arm'd cap i, pee, to mufter on the em- 
peror's table, and with great dexterity perform 
their military exercifes : Which being a ftrange 
and uncommon fight, the warden cf the convent 
of St. Jerome, being unskilled in thefe mvfteri- 
ous arts, fufpeded it to be downright witchcraft^ 
done by a league with the devil. Hiji. efMan^ 
Arts. 

A Roman artificer had the art of making glafs 
utenfils fo ftrong, yet pliable, that they could 
not be broken ; a phial fo contrived he made a 
prefent of. to the emperor Tiberius, who ac- 
cepted it, with conmiendations of his art. The 
mechaniil, to raife the admiration of the fpec- 
tstotis, and ingratiate himfelf further into the &- 
rour of the emperoXf took t^he v'^vaX vgijx out 
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of Cxfiir's handi and threw it with aB hit lorce 
ajgainft the Acx)r, without any prcjiulicci (avc only 
that it was a litdc fluivcUcd, which, with un in- 
ftrumcnt he had about him, he immediately put 
again into its original form, by iunimering it as 
they do brafsy or other mettle. All thiH being 
done without any collufion, he flatter'd himfjf 
that it would raife him into an iiuimatc familia- 
rity with Tiberius, and make him a great mnn ; 
but thofe teeming ambitious hopc^ were fooii f'ru- 
ftnited ; for the cm()cror enquiring whctlicr there 
were any other proficients in that art, and he 
anfweringy ' There were none but hLnfclf that 
' had attained to perfection in it,* 'I'ihcrius com- 
manded his officers to cut oiF his head, faying, 

* If this art (hould be more known and prac- 

* tifed^ gold and fdvcr would be as cheap as the 

* dirt and foil of the ftreeTs/ Suit, in Tihrio. 
At Segovia in Spain is a mint fu ingcniDudy 

contrived, that one part of it dilates an inp)t of 
gold into proper dimenflons for coinage; another 
part delivers the plate fo formed, into another 
that ftamps it ; from that part of the engine it is 
4eijver'd to another that cuts it, accordijig to 
Ihc ftandard i and lad of all, it falls iiuo a repo- 
iUory in another room, where the officer ap- 
pointed for tiuit purpofcyfinds money ready coined, 
without any other help than that of the ejigine. 
Sir Ken. Dighy. 

. Ofwaldus Norhingerus, an incomparable arti- 
Acer, turned 1600 platters out of ivory, in thrir 
proper figure, and yet were fo thin and fniall, 
that the whole nunibcr, all at the fame time, 
were indofcJ in u cup turn*d out of a common 
.pepper coi-n. /*<•//- S^rv, r>l(JirU 

Vol. J. D Gwt^^ 
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George Whitehead, an Englifhman, made a 
(hip with all things belonging to it, to move as 
if it failed upon a table, with feveral figures 
working at the oars; a woman making good 
mufic on the lute, and a little puppy crying in 
the mid'fhip. Which variety, fays Schottus in 
his itinerary, was very pleafant and diverting. 
At Heidelberg in Germany upon the town- 
houfe, was a clock with divers motions, and 
when the clock ftruck, the figure of an old man 
pulled ofF his hat, a cock crowed and clapt his 
wings, foldiers fought with one another, &r. but 
this curious piece of workmanfhip, with the 
caftle and town, were burnt by the French, 
(who committed at the fame time the mofb in- 
human barbarities upon the people) when they 
took thofe garrifons, in the year 1693, BrowtCs 
Trav. 

At Strasburg in Germany is a clock, invented 
and made byConradus Dafipodius, anno 1571, 
before which, on the ground, ftands a celeftial 
globe, demonftrating the diary and annual mo- 
tions of the heavens, ftars and planets with great 
exaAnefs. In the dock, the edipfes of the fun 
and moon are {hewed on two tables. On a third 
table, which is fubdivided into three parts, is feen 
on the firft table the ftatues of Apollo and Dianat 
and the annual revolution of the heavens. The 
fecond (hews the year of the world, the year of 
our lord, the hour and minutes of the day, the 
great feftivals, and the dominical letter ; the third 
makes a plan of Germany, and more particular- . 
\y of the citv of Strasbui^. In the middle feune 
of the clock is an aftrolabe, representing the 
twelve iigns of the zodiac, and the planets po- 
rted 
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fited in thofe houfcs, as they appear every day. 
There is likcwifc a torrcdriul glut)c, where the 
quartcn, the half-hour, and the fixty minutes 
ire delineated. There are alfo the ftatues of the 
ipring, fummer and winter. In the higher frame 
of the clock* are the ftatucs of four very old 
men \ which ftrike the quarters of the hour* 
when alfo appears a ftatue of death attempting ic\ 
ftrike each quarter* but is forccil back bv a liatuc 
of Chrift, with a fpear in his right-nand* tnr 
three quarters ; but at the end of each hour* the 
Itatue of Chrift difappcars* and that of death 
ftrikes the hour with a dead man's hone in hid 
hand* and then the chimes play ; on the top of 
the dock is a cock, which every twelve hourM 
claps his wings, and crows audibly. MoniJ/ins 
Itifurary, 

At I'ivoli* an ancient crty in Campagna 
di Roma* on the river Tevirone* eighteen 
miles from Rome* in the gardens of curdinal 
i'-errara* there is a lively figure of fevcral forts 
of birds perching on the tops of trees* which 
hy a water-organ conveying water through the 
body and branches of the trees* makes the birds 
for fumetimes chant melodioufly; but as foon :is 
an owl .'tppcars out of a bu(h* by the fame hy- 
draulic art* the birvis are all of a fuddcn hufli'J 
and filent. Claudius ( lulhis, as Poflcvinc reports* 
was author of tiiis cuiiofity, 7///^ Manunl /trts. 

Proclus* whofe fame in mathiMuatiial pciibr- 
mances equalled that of Arciunicdi-s, made burn- 
ingi-glallcs in the reign of Anaiialius Dicttrus, uf 
fuch wonderful efficacy* that at a j»;rc:it diflancc 
he burnt ajul defhoyed the Myfian and Thnuiau 
fleet of (hips that hail blockM up Uy^;\uu\\\\\^ 
now Cvnllmituiopk, Zonnr. Anmk%% 

D 2 ^\xv:\\ 
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Such excellent diTcovcrles in nature, as well at: 
incomparablis medicines in phyfic and fuigery, 
have been found out by chenuftnr in our age^ 
that has delivered that fuUime art from the hom« 
baftic exprefiions, ridiculous pretences, mdan- 
choly dceams^ wretched enthufiafi^, palpable 
faUities, and even unpoffibilities of pretenders ta 
it in former ages, and reduced it to certainty in 
its operations, and extraordinary benefit in the 
uTe gf its prc>du£kionSf more than the world could 
fometime be periiiaded to. 

Sir ChriAopher Wren found out the way ot 
making diaries of wind and weather^ and the di& 
ferent reprefentajtions of the air in refpeft to heat, 
cold, drought and moifture in every di^ in tha 
year, and this in order to the hiftory of feafont* 
with obfervations which are the moft healthful 
or contagious to man or bea(b To this end he 
alfo contrived a thermometer to be its own ttffff 
ibr. He alfo made inftrumei^ts to ibeMr the me* 
chanical reafon of failing tx> all winds, with br 
veral other curiofities as ufeAil as admirable. 

That excellent philofopher, and every-wajr^ 
great man, the honouraUe Mr. Boyle, inveni^ 
a pneumatic engine, commonly caU«l the airv 
punq>, that aocuratdy examines the elaftical 
power, preffiire, weight, expanfion and weak-^ 
nc& of this element ; and has found out fo many 
curiofities relating to the height and gravity of 
the atnikofphere, nature of a vacuum, Aune, ^and 
excandeicence of coals, match, firing of gun*- 
powder ; propagations of founds ; flui&|r, light» 
freezing, refpiration, and other coofiderable in* 
ventions and experiments in tuitural pbilofophyt 
that to account for them all, or commcfid than 
Mccording to their mfiri!t8)WQ\]li\DCtti;^ie&ataak 
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than to tranferibe ali the works of iliat learned 
author. Tranf. R, 5#r. 

iTic fiinie evcr-^uiN>unible pcrfdn wa^ the in^ 
.ventor of the barometor, commcmly called the 
weather-Kbifiy which it now of grncial tifc to the 
world* umich befon: being only filled with water, 
waa n inere whim witiumt ufc, but now Ih-Iiir 
filled with qiiickiilverf the degrees exadtly calcn- 
latedf and made fxirtablc l)y an iii^*:rniotis artift, 
will never fail to make a true ciifcovrry of thc 
weatlicr for many years to|;ether, as has Ihimi 
experimented hy the learned Ur. VVallLs of Ox- 
font. nid. 

And whilft I am mrntifmin)' thj* lumr nf lii;it 
■learned perfon Dr. Wallis tlo^tor in ilivinitv, 
geometry, profeflbr in OxfouUand fellow of iinr. 
Toytl (bciety^ let mo not for^^et that he vtah thc 
firft in £ngl»ui that made art fupply the dcfrf h 
of natwe, in learning luiifonti that were dcsf 
•and dumb to fpeaki ami wiitc diflin^Hy ami in* 
tdligihly ( as for exampUs Mr. Nathaniel Whaly« 
born in Northampton, of reput^iMo parcntn, was 
taught by him in Oxford at twetity-fix yearn of 
■gt^i (who had been deaf and dunih above twen< 
ty years) in the year 1^62, and ciiat in the fpaer 
C^' one year. At the r;une time the doclor tau)?.iit 
a fonof the lord VViiarton's, tlint w:is horn deaf 
and dumb, and afterwards Mr. Poptiam i but 
Dr. Holder layini; (tho* unjuftly) ionu* elaini to 
the Uil iKrformanoe, and the Hraiiffienefs of thu 
thing benig the dilcotnfc of ;ill Knp.Iand, Mr. 
Whaly was had before the nwal liuiety, :uul 
there dilcourred to their entire fatisfu'^linn. Kiii|r 
Clnirlesll. alio lie;irin^<; oi it, defircd to fee Mr. 
Whaly, who appearing before him, his majeHy 
mkcd him Icvciid qiiCfllunxH^ aivi v^aa ![Mi\.v.\!(ve^ 
D 3 V^ 
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What a toil was it to tranftribc authors be- 
fore this art was in ufe, and preferve them from 
the injury of rime ? But now typography has put 
a bridle in the mouth of time, that it cannot de- 
vour fo much, and has brought things from under 
the yoke of mortality^ and therefore may be juftly 
called Ars memoriay 6f mors obliviomsj * The art 
* of memory, and. death of oblivion/ The Chi- 
nefe, if you credit their books, fay, they havtf 
made ufe of printing fixteen hundred years, which 
was many ages before it was kno^<rn in Europe ; 
hut theira is a different kind from^ ours, being 
letters engraved on wooden tables, which will 
fcrvc for many years to reprint the fame work, 
v/ithout the new expence of fetting for the prefs, 
as it is in our printing. This art was firfl brought 
into England by Mr. William Caxton of Lon- 
don, mercer, in the year 1471, who pra6Hfed it 
to liis gricat advantage. Bak. Chron.. 

The inventor of Guns was Berthold Swartz 
of Cologn tin Germany, by profefEon a monk, 
who being addided to the ftudy of chemiflry, 
and eompounding a phjHfical medicine of nitre, 
a fpark of lire fell into it, and made it fly up- 
vn\\\\. .Whereupon he made a compofition of 
powder, and including it in an inflrumcnt of 
brafs, found it anfwer his intention, and by thi$ 
accident came the invention of guns, which grew 
irtfo ufe about the year 1400, in a fight bctwcca 
the Genoefe and the Venetians, at Clodia Fofla^ 
in which the Venetians having got the fccrct 
from the German monk, made fuch flaughtcr a- 
mong their enemies, that they ftood amazed to 
find fo many of their foldiers killed and wouad- 
cd, and yet neither knew by what means it came 
to pais, or how to prevent it Lipfiiis wiU have 

U 
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k ths xnvcntRn ef D»nor% and not of men. 
Sbr WalOKT Rakigh afcribet it to A)e*ti]dtan9» 
.ttd Pccrmdi andi Vatuirius gi^et Ihe ifiventioii 
to AtctmoBitSi who by that ifteans utterly d6- 
IBroyed tbe wbole Aset of ihips, conutunded bjf 
Maroellas at the fkgt of Syfiicure* Lsnciif^ 
Tbtatr. 

' That admirable^ exoeOeiit and ufeful mv^entioA 
of the mariner's compafs^ and the virtues of thd 
kttdftone was utterly unknown; to the ailcients> 
and mufty withoiit controverfyy be aferibed t^ 
tfie Cfainefe, and brooght from thence by Fauhii 
Venetuv an balian ; but the contrivance of tha 
BoXy and dividing die winds into thirty-twa 
points upon the compaft, leems due to the Ger« 
BSuiS or Dutchy fmce the names of the (evei^ 
points i» alt languages of the work( do ftill con* 
tinue in die Oemian and DuCch languages, ^/r- 
/ijf. RiJUm. 9f IntMg. 

The ftrflr nav^t^rs, builders of (hips, and 
■Mfdant-adveniureiis^ to all the then known parts 
oi the world, were the Phzni^ians, who inha- 
bited near the tea-fide ; but their indention ex-^ 
fttttded ito further tiian to open veflels, which 
afterwaids had great improviements, for the £« 
gyptians made mips with decks, and galUes with 
two bonkfr of oars of a fide* Ships of burthen 
md ftowage were SxA made by ilie Cypriots ; 
inackft, hoysy cockboat and skills by t^ Ltbur- 
mna ; Bngantkies by die Rhodians ; aikt Vcilels 
of war by the Pamphilians; The Bae»otians in* 
W«ftd oers ^ D»daius of Cvetc mafts and fails ; 
ite Tizfcans anc^i^ ; the rudder, helm, and the 
9irt of fleering was found out by Typhis, who 
took his Iiint from teeing & kite, in fifing, guide 

I>5 TKr 
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The dying a. purple colour was invented- at 
Tyre, but found. out by mere accident ; a dog 
baving f^ized the iiih Conchilis . or Purpura, it 
was obferv'd that be had died his lips with that 
beautiful colour ; which being afterwards experi- 
mented, and taking effeA, it was worn by the 
greateft perfons of quality for many ages, and 
now is the peculiiar mourning of divers fbvereiga 
princes. Ibid. 

The making, of glafs was firft found out hf 
the Cydonians, of certain fends on the fide of a; 
river near Ptolomais, that were crufted into that 
luminous body, by a hard froft, arid afterwards 
made fiifible in that city. This art of making; 
glafs was brought into England by one Benault^ 
a foreign bifhop, about the year pf Chrift 662,. 
which has been found of great ufe in adoniing 
our churches and manfions* FuL Ch, Hifl. ' 

The art of Writing, by which a man may com- 
municate his mind without opening his mouth,, 
and intimate his pleafure at ten thoufand leagues 
diftance, only by the help of twenty-two letters,, 
which may be joined 5852616738497664000 
ways, and will exprefs 2JI filings both in heaveit 
and earth \xi a very narrow compafi : But the 
author of tliis invention is loft* Hi ft. Mani^Arts* 

Paper, tho' among^ the Englifli> derives its pe- 
digree from the dunghil^ yet the lord Bapon. 
reckons it among the flngularities of art,' -'and 
lays there arfe very few things that can compare, 
with it for ufe and excellency. It was invented 
by the Egyptians, and made at firft of iedgy 
weeds, called Papyri, growing upon the fliores 
of the river Nylus, frodi which' weed it took its 
name papesi By this invention Ptolomy PWla- 
delphiis, king pf Egypt^ was ^Mi into a capacity 

of 
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of furnifhing his vaft library at Alexandria, and 
finding that Attalus king of Pergamus, by the 
help of Egyptian paper, Tiad taken up a rcfblu-' 
tion to ercft a greater library than Ptolom/s, 
he prohibited under great penalties the carrying 
paper out of Egypt. Attalus encountring this 
dilappointment, invented the uTe of vellum and 
parchment, which he made of calves and (heep- 
skins, which from the materials was called Mem- 
branse, and from the place where it was invent** 
cd Pcrgamcna. Which exceeding in ufe and du- 
rability, the former invention, the Egyptian pa- 
per grew out of ufe, and our paper made of rags 
has fuccecded it ; tho' our anceftors have not 
tranfmitted to pofterity the author's names that 
firft enrich'd the world with fo great a bcncfitp' 
jFfo^/. Cofmog. 

Brachygraphy, or the art of writing in cha- 
racters, or fhort hand, was invented, fays Dion, 
by Maecenas, others fay by Aquila his frced-man, 
^d that Tertlus, Periamius and Philargius im- 
proved the invention \ but when all is fnid, they 
had lights from TuUius Tito, a frecd-man of Ci- 
cero's, who made fome progrefs in it ; but it 
owes its perfection to Seneca. Ibid, 

We are indebted to the Flemmings for the art 
of making cloth, Arras hanmngs, Dornix, wor- 
fted, faycs and tapeftry. From them we had 
alfo the invention of clocks and watches ; but 
both thofc arts are now fo improved by Englifli 
artificers, that they exceed the Dutch, the Ger- 
mans, the French, and all the world in making r— 
Woollen doth, clocks and watches. Ibld» 
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Of attempts^ as vain in the enierprize as 
dear in the end. 

EXpenfive and unfuccefsfuF undertakings, efpe** 
cially when they are of no folkL ufe, either 
to the pu >lic or pfrivate perfons, are always a re- 
proach to the propofers and enterprisers. Am- 
bition to do what other men cannot, Uke the 
irft aflaults of a difeafe, fhould be checked be- 
times ; but fome men having begun to err, and 
thinking it dilhonourable to retreat^ continue 
their firfl follies, and make them ftill more ap^ 
parent, by a vanity of being thought conftanft toe- 
their own refolutions. 

In the defarts of Lybia,^near the city of Mem- 
phis, upon a high level rocky in the i(le and val^ 
leys of Delta in Egypt, are feen thofe prodigious* 
monuments of profufion and folly, the ryra- 
mides, defign'd for the fepulchres of the Egyptiaiv 
monarchs : There are three ia number, the 
largeft of which, i)€ing (quare at the bottom^ 
covers eight acres of ground,* every f^uare be- 
ing three hundred paces fai length,. The iquare 
at tlie top is compofed only of diree ftones, but 
£> large, that threeicore men may ftand upon 
them, without crowding one anodier. From 
the bottom to the top is three hundred fifty- 
five fteps, every ftep three foot high, and of a 
proportionable breadth to the height. No-ftone 
Jn die ivbolc ftrudurc could be drawn by any 
European carriage, and yet they N?«e ^ du^ 
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tmt of the Tronm mountains in Arabia, a viA 
cliftance from tnc ido of Delta, which duei noC 
a little increafe the wonder, how they wer« 
(wrought fo far» and how thc^ raifcsd them fo liJgh^ 
when they laid them in their placcii. It was na 
lefithan twenty years in buiklingi bv three hundred 
fixty-fix thoumnd workmen and labourers, who 
wrought without intcrmiflion; and whofc ex- 
pences only in radlfhcs, onions and garlic, were 
computed at one thouCmd eight hundred talents* 
It has now ftood about three tlioufand and three 
hundred years, ajid tho' fo very old, (hews no 
fign of decay. Herodotus fayn, « That king 

* Clcops was reduced to Aich extreme poverty, 

* by the charge in crcAing it, tlut his ncccflitict 

* compelled him to expofc his daughter to tlie 

* brutalities of any pcrfon, let the reward of her 

* fhame be never fo inconflderahle.' 

The ancient kings of VgypU i" ortfcr to per* 
petuate their memorie», at an incmlibic rx|>cnce 
of time and money, cut thro' all tlic main land 
bctwecn Arfmoe and Cairo, wbich in fourf'coro 
miles, fo that vefleb of confidcralJe bulk mi^l 
pafs from the one place to the other i whjch 
gi'cut inlet, Sefoftris the potent king' of Kuypt,. 
and many years after him, rtoI()n);i:ns Phi&dcl- 
phus rcfolvcd to make wider and drciHT in the 
channel, to let the Red Sea into the Mcditrr- 
ranean, that the Indian merchant might with 
greater eafe, and at IcHt charge, convey their 
goods to Cairo and Akxandria i from which ra(h 
attempt Scfoftris was cut off by death, aiul Pto- 
lomwus being better advifc<l, threw it off in tlme^ 
being apprchenfivc that biinijiMg tluj South iSea 
hito the mediterranean, (iiercr ;uid other frrtile 
couAtr;V# i/i Afiu niight be ovcrftoVO^^ «a\C^ ^vn ^\ 
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a great cxpence, inftead of being ^counted a bc- 
ne&£lor to his country, his memory might \)t> 
loaded with curfes, for projecting their ruin. 
KnowWs Turk. Htft. 

Caius Caligula was of fuch an odd kind of hu* 
mour, that he contemned all things that were 
common^ tho* never fo advantageous to the pub- 
lic, and his great delight was in doing or at- 
tempting things which were thought impoflible 
to be accomplifli'd j and therefore would ercft. 
ftately palaces on piles, where the fea was moft 
tempeftuous and deep. He hewed down rocks 
of the hardeft ftones : Plains he raifed to a great 
height, by levelling the adjoining mountains, 
and digging down the tops of hills : He turned 
the courfe of rivers into new channels, of deep$ 
made (hallows, and of fhallow places rendered 
them unfathomable, and all this at vaft expences, 
without any kind of profit, only to gratify an 
ambitious humour of contending with impoffi- 
bilides, and doing what other men could not* 
Suetonius, . 

The lord Brereton was poflefs'd of a falt-pit 
in Chefhire, that yielded a confiderable profit; 
but obferving that it was narrow, and but of a 
fmall depth, order was given to widen the pit, 
and fink it deeper, which work was carried on 
at a great expence j but the furveyors being over 
covetous, they caufed the pit to be funk fo deep, 
that they let in the frefh water, which couM ne- 
ver be kept out fince, and fo loft the benefit of 
the brine pit for ever. Vfelefs Nov. 

George Villars duke of Buckingham, being per- 

fuaded by a pack of knaves, that called them- 

/elves Chemical Operators, that they had the fe- 

cret o/ producing the PhUofojjher's Stone, but 
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wartted money to carry on the proccA i hb^nicey 
that was naturally inquifitive after curioritict of 
uncommon produAion, engaged to aflift them 
with money to carry on the work, and per- 
formed hb promlfe at a vaft expcnce. An clabo* 
latory was built| utenfib providedi and the fa* 
mily filled with the moil famous artifts in the 
tranfinutjation of metals. This great charge con- 
tinued upon the duke for Tome years, for who- 
ever was unpaid, or whatever was ncglc^tcd^ 
money muft be found to bear the charge of the 
elaboratory, and pay the operators i till this chi- 
mera, with other extravagances and niifnianage- 
ments in the fiimily, had caufcd the mortgaging; 
and felling many fair manors, lordfhips, towns, 
and good farms. In all this time nothing waa 
produced by thefe fons of art of any value, for 
cither the glafs broke, or the man was drunk^ 
and let out the fire, or fome other miiifbrtune 
ftill attended the grand proccfs, at the time af- 
iign'd for a 7# m /cay quoi to be oroduccd, that 
muft turn all things into goU. I'hc duke en- 
cauntring nothing but difappointmcnts, and the 
operators findijig themfelvcs flighted, and VM^tscy 
very difficult to be had, the projcdt fell. 1 will 
not guefs at the duke's charge any further thaa 
to tell you, that bcfidcs the charge of the cbbo- 
ratory, and paying Italiaii, (jcrinaii, and French 
operators, and their philofophical atttiuluntsv one 
of the moft incon{i(lerat)le operators, by ipme 
— — Huniadcs, carried off from the duke's, fer- 
vice about this project above fixteen thoufand 
pounds, which he improving by ufury, extortion, 
dying a debtor to his back aiid belly, and lodg- 
ing!; in a garret, enabled him at his death to leave 
his filler^ a poor woman tliut fold ui\huiv "f^'^^ 
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ift ShoreditcfH above thiitf thDuOnd pottnlg ftsrv 

It were en^Iefe to giv« iflllancei of the foBf 
Cf thdfe men who ftave thr<>WD away thdr titti^ 
atid moiiey in fn»c)e6 fcard^e^ after wbat is cdbi 
the Grand Operation^ or Pbilolbpher'd Scone,^ 
sknd the methcKis they have taken to acconi(^^ 
it. Some have thought i!o.comp«6 their end bjr 
mhcmg metak with fuch othef matters as ferve t9 
purify than from their grofler fnrts, and woric 
Aeir preparations widi great (ttt^y othexs digtfr 
them in (pirituous Ii<)ueni, and fo iraw out their 
mercury, whkh they think to have the apteft 
ffpoTition to make gold. Others again feirdv 
after the feed of gold in gold kfelf, and expe£i; t» 
ftnA it there as the feed oif a vegetable in a vege*- 
table, &f . then hy he^it to draw out the mef^ 
eury of gold, virhich if they couki once obtaij^ 
tcfifmg this mercury in the earth, they feitcy it 
would brine forth gold as certainly as feed docs 
9 ptant. I flk>uld never make an end of thts? 
flibfed, if I (hould fpeak of lS>e laboure and painty 
vratchings, vexations and Settings, ' ami efpecialljr 
Ae com thefe unforhinate men phinge tboit-* 
lUves into in foSowing their feveral fiuidei $ 
Aey are fe extvemdy pn^pofieifed with the eoi»* 
CSft of becoming rich of a fudden, that they ave 
together iticap^le of any fober admodcion^ andk 
ftnf their ears to any thing that can be biA fac» 
dlfiebi^e then^ ^md fo run themfelves int» €tm 
Ibw^A decree of poverty. Penotut wU ftrve U9r 
§M an iffftance of this nature, among thoufamhr 
#r others. He died atnkiei^-eighi: year* «# 9fst^ 
'n the hofpitiA of Siefdon in Switaerhnd,. ^ 
wmntM to fvf before he died, havkig (pent bis 
wMk Uk m ymtdij U»»iM% iftes.tke pbik>fe« 
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«her*8 ftonCy thiit if he had u morfkl enemy that 
he durfl not encounter o|)rnly, he would advifo 
him, above all thingH, to give up himlklf to xhm 
ftudy and practice d akhymy. L^rnetys Chtm. 



CHAP. XII. 

Of aibiifls^ anJ irrelif^hus per/ons^ ibeir 
0lims 4nd pkniJhmcHis. 

THO' 'tis the Intf reft of an ill man there 
(hould be no (i(xU becaufe then there could 
be no punifhmcnt for fuii and tlH>' tliii interuft 
paflfes into argument, yet 'tis never fo conclufivo 
ab to pafs into an entire fatiNfiicflion i for i cai« 
not believe any perfon that haa the ufe of hb 
ritionul fiMr\iltiet» and gives hinifclf the liberty 
of thiiikhig, can deny the cxiflcnce of a dfcityr 
both as to creation and providence. Then if 
cfvery man believes there is a (}od i not to livt 
in obedience to his precepts, is to enhance tht 
gtiilt, and bring confcience as n witncfs to con^ 
vift the offender of wilful tranfRrcflions. As for 
profofs'd atheiits, or fuch m have pretended to 
oe fo, and durrt prefume to affront their deities^ 
let others read the blacknefii of their (in, in dio 
exemplary punifhment that attended it. 

Jordaniis Brutus, othcrwife (iiordano Bruno, 
ft native of Nola in the kinpdoni of Naples, in 
the year 1584 wrote an atneidieal trcatifcs en- 
titled, Spacch Htlh Rtjiia TnufnphtiHtf^ which ho 
dedicated to Sir Philip Sidney. The author, af- 
t^r vifiting fevcial places, at laft went to Vewvce^ 
whcrcM Jwr the impiQU$ ppinioi>ihcV\iA\>tuiM^^ 
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in the above book and others, he was feized by 
the inquiTitor, and thrown into prifon; after- 
wards he was fent to Rome to be examin'd, and 
was convicted of errors. He was allowed forty 
days to deliberate, and he promifed to retraft. 
He afterwards maintained bis errors again, and 
had forty days more allowed him. Laftly, as it 
appeared that he only defign'd to impofe upon 
the pope and the inquifition, after he had been 
alinoft two years in prifon, he was brou^t on 
the 9th of February 1600, before the court of 
the inquifition, in the palace of the grand inqui- 
fitor ; where he (appeared in die prefence of the 
cardinals of the holy office, the confultors of the 
inquifition, and the governor of the city. And, 
being upon his knees, he heard his fentence pro- 
nounced againft him > the tenor of which was 
as follows. In the firft place, they gave an ac- 
count of his life, ftudies, and doiflrine; they 
mentioned the care with which the inquifition 
had endeavoured to reclaim him \ they defcribed 
his obftinacy and impiety ; afterward he was de- 
graded, excoihmunicated, and delivered to the 
fccular power. The ceremony being over, he 
only fpoke thefe words in a threatning manner: 

* Perhaps you are more terrified than I am at 

• the fentence you have pronounced againft me.* • 
He was afterward kept a week in prifon, to fee 
whether he would retraft, but to no purpofc j 
wherefore he was brought to the ftake. A cru- 
cifix was prefented to him at the point of death, 
but he reje£^ed it in a fcornful manner, cafting 
a wild look at it. He was burnt on the 17 th 
of February y in the year 1600. Gen. Di^. 

The emperor Julian at firft counterfeited be- 
^g a Chridian^ .and for {oiacuoic ^^fjw^ zea- 
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I0U8 in the wor(hip of Chrift i but afterward hs 
matik dropping ofF, he became « vioknt perfe* 
cutor of tl)e Chriftiuns, ind ridiculed their whole 
religion* In thcfc fcofHng pradices he contV* 
nucd> till makina; war againft the Perfianai he 
was deadly wounded by an unknown hand, be- 
twixt his ribs and kowcls» and finding his cafo 
dcrper4te, he filled his hand with his own bloody 
aiui threw it up agginft heaven, faying, * Satis- 

* fy thy malice, O Galilean (meoninc; Chrift) 

* for thou haft overcome me.' Fulg$s Exitt^, 
Nero the emperor, in abhorrence of the Chri- 

ftian religion, fpilt their blood in fport, demo* 
li(h*d their temples, threw down their altari» 
and ill this extravagant humour fpared not the 
Syrian Goddcfs which he wor(hippcd himfelf, 
but threvr urine in her face, fi? thefeabonu* 
Aftble praAices he became hated of God tnd 
men, the people of Rome rofe againft him, and 
forced him to fave himfelf from their fury by • 
fhameful flight, where being apprehenfive that 
he at laft muft fall into their hands, and that 
they would load him with torments worfe than 
death, he killed himfelf with his own hand, to 
prevent a popular execution. IbuL 

A young gentleman of the city of Florence in 
Italy, being accounted brave aiui dextrous at 
fingle-fword, bcin^ to fight a chicl with another 
youne man called 1' orchcbene, they were accumpa* 
nibd mto the field with fcveral of tlteir Hciiuain- 
tance, where a friend folutcd the former with 
his good wiftjes, faying, * Pray God give you 

* the vidory over your antagonjft." Whereupon » 
the other anfwcr'd, * How cim he fail to do 

* otherwifc.' Forchcbcne overhearing them, re* 
plyld^ ^ The(Q bia/phcmous wgcd» Vi^ uw^^ 
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• me the executioner of drvine vengeance.' Im-*' 
mediately they affiioked each other with equad 
jury: The combat, for fome time, continued 
tioubtfol ; but at length Forchebene m^e fuch a 
home-tbruil into his asdverfary's mouth, that he 
•fixed hk tongue to hi^ neck, the fword appear- 
ing above fix inches on the other fide, of which 
'Wound he died immediately, receiving his death 
th the fKart that had offended. L$rd Renntfs 
xivtl Conjidtratiom* 

Pope Leo X. feeing what vaft fums of money 
Were brbught into the treafury of the church, 
-by the Popifti artifice of cheating the world by 
j^dbns and indulgences, faid to cardinal Bembus^ 

• Se!c what heaps of coin we get by abufmg the 
^ ignorant with the fable of Chrift.' And when 
l}ie pangs of death- were upon him, and th6 fame 
^capdinal offered him advice and comfort, by 
reading fome texts of fcripture to him, he an- 
Iwer'd, * Away with thofe trifling ftories con- 
« ceming Chrift.' Chrk*s Mirr6r. 

John, king of England, having long oppofed 
the authority of the fee of Rome, and at laft 
4)eing compelled to make a diflionourable fub- 
miffion, faid, * That his affairs were all unfuc- 

• cefsful, fince he was reconciled to God and 

• the pope.' At another time having diverted 
himfelf at the chafe, and hunted down a very 
-fiit buck, ^ See, -fays he, how well fed the rogue 

• is, and yet I dare be fwom he never was at 

• mafs in his life,' Nay, fo little regard bad he 
for religion, that '^\\tn he had received feveral 
defeats from his enemies, he lent Sir 1 homas 
Hardington and Sir Ralph Nichols to Miramu-* 

malim^ king of Morocco, promifine to furren- 
^0t his kmg/i^m to him, ai^ ivxitv V/Uhometm^ 
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if he would affift him with forces to fubdue his 
Barons I but the iofidd prince tnrwcrcd the 
cmbftAulori ' ll)at if their maftcr could be of 
^ any. religion, he was certainly of none, and 
* confcc^uentlv not to be trufted/ King John 
bein^ driven from place to placet ^^ taking (bel- 
ter in a convent, was poifoncd by a monk of 
Swinftcad abbey in Lincolnfliire. Bat. Cbnn. 
&c. 

A French cardinal making his folcmn entry 
into the city of Paris, in extraordinary ftate and 
magnificence, feeing the people crouci about him 
for his blofling, he b^ftowM it on them verv 
gravely, but added. ^ Since thcfc filly animals 

* have a defire to be dccciv'd, let them be de* 

* ceivcd in the dcviPs name/ Clark Mir. 
There was a man livinjj in the town of Bed- 
ford, of a quick wit, a bold fpirit, and a fluent 
tongue, but of a loofc and debauch'd behaviour^ 
who, in my hearing, fays the author of this re- 
lation, affirmed that he did not believe there was 
cither God or Devil, heaven or hell. Not long 
after he was apprehended, and for a notorious 
crime condemned to be hang'd. l*hc day before 
his executbn I went to him, fays my author, 
on purpofc to know if the thouglits of approach- 
ing certain death had nmdc any alteration in his 
former athcidical principles. And being admit- 
ted to him, I found he was now quite of another 
mind \ for with many tears he bewailed \m for- 
mer ddufions, and told mc, * I'hat a prifon, 
^ and the fcrious thoughts of death, had opcn'd 
^ the eyes of his imdcrftanding, and that when 

• he formerly told me there was no Crod, yet 

* he did not then heartily believe what he faidv 

« hut that he bdi\g of a IcwA and ^wxcVsAXxK't^ 
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^ thought it neceflaiy to blind his confcience* 
^ and out-brave the world, with a pretence that 
^ It was his principle, and that he was afTur'd of 
^ what he iaid, of which he now heartily re-- 

* pentcd.' Athin. Oracle, 

Mahomet EfFendi, a man well skilled in the 
oriental learning, moft impudently in all places 
where he came, . inveighed bitterly againft the 
being of God ; and one of his principal argu- 
ments to uphold this blafphemous principle, was, 

• That if there was a God, and he fo wife and 
^ omnipotent as his prieAs declared him to be, 

• he would never fuffw him to live, that was 

• the greateft enemy and reproacher of a deity 

* in the world, but would ftrike him dead with 
^ thunder, or by fome other dreadful puniflunen^ 

* make him an example to others.' He was at 
length condenm'd to die, but might have faved 
his life, by acknowledging his crime, and pro- 
mifing a reformation ; but he rather chofe to die 
a martyr for his wicked principle, and fo was 
executed. Racaut. Turk, Hift. 

Under the reign of queen Elizabeth, in 159 1, 
appeared a great blafphemer, named Hacket, 
born at OunSe in Northamptonfhire, who de- 
clared that he was divinely infpired, nay, was the 
Meffiah himfelf, fupreme monarch of the world, 
and that he alone was to be obey'd, and queen 
Elizabeth depofed 5 for which he was indited, 
confefled himfelf guilty, and by his blafphemous 
anfwers firuck the auditors into horror and afto- 
nifliment. Being condemn'd, he was laid upon 
a hurdle, and drawn through the principal places 
in the city, inccflantly roaring out, * Jehovah 
^ Melfjas, behold the heavens open, behold tho 
^ /on o/tfteMpftf^igh ieCcendm^toddwer m?.' 
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Being at the gallows, and admoniih'd to acknow- 
ledge his fin againft God and the queen i dio 
execrable wretch, inveighing bitterly againft the 
queen, called aloud to God, * To (hew fomo 
^ miracles from the clouds to convert the infi- 

* dels, and to refcue him from his enemies } but 

* if thou wilt not do it, (aith he, I will fet tlie 

* heavens on fire, and with thefe hands put thee 

* from thy throne/ Then turning to the hana;- 
man, as he was putting the rope about his neck^ 
he fatd, * Thou baftard, wilt thou hane Hacket 

* thy king ?' And when the rope was aoout hit 
neck, he cafting up his eyes to heaven, and grin- 
nine, faid, * Doft thou pay me with this initead 

* of a kingdom, I am coming to revenge it V 
Kingji. HijU Eng. 



CHAP. XIII. 
Of beauty both in men and women. 

AN unafFc<Acd beauty alwavs carries with it 
a refpe^land fupcriority, tnat proceeds from 
the impulie of nature. Every one fubmits to 
the power and force of its charms, without know- 
ing why. Its native excellence captivates the 
fenfes, excites veneration, and gains a pre-emi- 
nence over valour, difcretion, prudence and ma- 
iefty itfelf. It humbles the proud» turns a mifcr 
mto a prodigal, and converts a favage nature into 
fofbiefs. 

Sir Walter Raleigh tells us, that Parthcnopasus 
one of the feven warlike princes of the Argiyes, 
was fo tranfcendently bcautilul ^mvi cWvcCvvn.'^^ 
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tlut when he was in die bloodieft engagement; 
if his helmet was up hi^ enough for his face to 
be feen, bis very enemies wouki not attempt to 
ftrike 4t, or do him the leaft injury, Ht/i. of 
World. 

AlcibiadeQi a noUeman of Athens, of whom 
it was faid he could conform himfelf to all com- 
panie$,was alfo fo incomparably beautiful, that he 
was admured by all men ; and which more aug« 
ments the wonder, it continued without any 
cloud or diminution from his cradle to his grave* 
PluU in Alcih. 

Demetrius Poliorcetes, fon of Antigonus. king 
C>f Afia, was accounted a mafter-piece in nature; 
be was tali, flender and well prc^onioned ; of a 
fweet yet grave behaviour, a lamb and a lioi) in 
the fame perfon ; was of a familiar and majefiic 
deportment at the fame time ; but above all, the 
lovelinefs of his countenance was in fuch per* 
fe£iion, that it attra£ted the eyes and admiration 
of all men, infomuch that the beft painters were 
unable to reach the curious lines and graces of 
his mien, and wherefoever he came, he was fol- 
lowed by the multitude, merely to pleafe them* 
fdves with viewing hinv DiW. Skul. BiUioiba* 

Spuria, a young gentleman of Hetruria, was 
a perfon of fuch uncommon beauty, tiiat he woa 
the eyes and hearts of fcveral ladies of qualityt 
fo as to love and defire him, tho' wlioUy un« 
fought by him ; but having notice that he lay 
under the fufpicjon pf thev" parents, guardianf 
and husband^ he cut fuch rude gjiflieB in hit 
face, as uttejjy deform'd and fpoiled it ; chufing 
rathjer by ^ ugly £mre to declare Ihs innocence^ 
than by a h^ndfome one to tempt any of the fair 
fex to zQs of difhonour and usi^aftitY» Fah Max. 
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King Edward IV was ever/ way one of the 
completeft pcrfons of the age he lived in, very 
toll, fair-complexion'd, ;ind of a moil inajeftic 
awful prefcnce. In the 14th year of his rci[;n» 
a free benevolence being granted to maintain a 
war againft France, he pl.-afantly demanded of a 
rich widow what (he would give him towards 
l)earing his cxpcnccs in that war. ' By my troth, 
^ quoth {he« king, timu'rt ecn a honfbm mon, 

• and for thy lovely face thou fha't ha twoniy 

• pounds.' *I hat Aim Iniing great in thofe days, 
and more by half than the kini^ cxiKclcd, he 
gave the widow than'-s, a-nd kindly fdutcf! her ; 
which had fucli eftVdt upc in the oW woman, 
that flic rcply'd, * Ncay now king hy'th mcli 

• thou flia't liu twoaiy pound more,' and paid it 
accordingly. 

Cleopatra, daughter of Auli:tcs, fifti r and wife 
to Ptoloniy the laft, and quit ji of ligjpt, was 
the moft beautiful woman ot all Kg)pt, and as 
her name imports, wa<5 the glory of that coiuitry. 
Ah an addition to her gr.at beauty, Ihe was en - 
dowM with eloquence to admiration, and had 
fuch a charming ami afta'ilc way in fp^akinc;, 
that fhe fuSdued the great foul of Juliu*;Ca;lar, 
after lie had conquerM Pom;xy. And after botli 
their deaths, and Auguftus and Mirk Anthony 
had divided the Rjman empire between them, 
(he cmplov'd her charms fo efFe^Etually, that ihc 
won the heart of Mark Anthony* and obliged 
him fo entirely in her fcrvice, tliat for her lake 
he loll his dominions, his honour and his life. 
Suet, in Au-if// 

Afpafia, daughter of Horniotlnuis the Pho- 
cenfian, was of fuch cv^uilitc hcv.ury, t':«.t ihe far 
excelled m]1 her /Ia in the i:lcigaivcc <^t Vxt ftv\^:i 

Vol* L K "aswib 
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CHAP. XIV. 

Mean beghtrifigSy the hcncur and benefit of 
remembrsng them. 

FP OM mean beginnings to arrive at great 
things, tho' it commends the induftry of 
^he agents, or their luck in having friends ; yet 
a fudden and unexpected rife is always attended 
v/ith the extremes of envy or applaufe. The 
indubitable method to avoid the danger of the 
former, and pollefi the happinefs of the latter, 
is, to remember ones obfcurc original, and to 
have on all occafions our low beginnings in ono't 
own mouth, to keep them out of other men's ; 
for few men's advant^cs are remcmber'd to their 
difparagement, till they create encmiis by fcr- 
gettuig thenifelves. Humility continues refpcdy 
but pride aid arrogance extinguiihcs it. 

Pope BcneditSt XI. was defcended from an ob- 
fcurc family, rnd continued the remembrance of 
his primitive poverty in his moft exalted circum^ 
fiances. At bis firil r.dmiffion into the coi!yuir« 
hjs mother fubjdfled by being bundre&'to the 
monks, and continued fo many yt^m ^fter^ 
When he was elcded pope, he fuit for his mo- 
ther to him, and being come to Rome, the ladies 
of Quality, thinking it was below the dignitv of 
his hoiinefs, ^o bring her to him in her plaiflf 
homely) country appafcl, drefsM her up accord- 
ing to the mode, in a coftly habit. Thus trans* 
form'd, ihc was conflufieJ in ftate to the pope, 
fyjio, after viewing her fom^i ximt, ^4 to the 



U\k$ that hroupjit her, • Yim have m!ftuki?if 

• my mcflajc«:, I fcut lur my inoilirr, prwy l»riii»/ 

• her u» nus that I may iviy my duty to her ^ tm 

* for thiy fiiu! I.ulv, (hi* is a (iriin(r>r to mo, my 

* motlK^r li a w.illi(*r-wom.iP, niicl 'tw her fhar 

• I huvc a jjrcji! lidilr fc» fiii*.' 'I*hc lailics umlcr- 
ihnding his mtMtiind, n :t!rul into aiuuhcr iiprt* 
mcnti drilled her u\y in her country gurh, iitut 
thrn pufentrd her apaiii to hii hdliimfs who 
tmhrttccd her, Ihyiiijc^ ^ In thii roitol'dnfs I 

* left my mother, in tliin I ucknowTetlpjc her to 

• be my mothcri »nd rcccivr hrr with a liraity 

* welcome' Tlte fame thirw wwi done hy pn^K^ 
Sixtiii QiiiiituA to hiH iifler. />r/jr. O/^rr 

The emiK?ror« of China UkjIc no further f* r 
tlu'ir w!vc!i, hut amung thiir own fuhjcdbi, ami 
if they ire virtu()U<i atui htindibmc have no re- 
fl>iA to their birth or fortune, fo it often h.i|>- 
pent, that they marry artifid'tsi duu;[:hter.^. ( )ne 
of them w;is a m;don*« d.^ughttr, and al«va)i 
kept A trowel Ivy her when (lie wtu diKnifie<t 
witli the charaAcr of emprcfii \ and if at an/ 
time the voung prince her fon carried it too 
proudly, we humhled him with the fight of that 
mftniment, wherewith hi;* grandfitther ruhfifteil 
hiitiff If and family. Citfg. Lt. in Fit. S. S^. 

Agathoclen the fon of a potter, tho* hy imiiw 
rcdt ineanA he became king of Sicily, yet wouK! 
never wcAr the crown Inrloniring to thut mnnai^* 
chy, nor have any guardu to attend him \ bvit iii 
remembrance of hii low extradion, made ufe ot 
earthem veflulti with Ium name engraved on theiii 
for that purpofc. 

Willcgii iirchb'fliop of Mcnty, wat the fiui of 
a wheel-wri|jht, in the town of Sc^owux^^w vA^^ 
provwca of Jhuitfwick^ and fttyxw tVivl V>vi ^i\\^>x^. 
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by hard ftudy and a holy life, rifing to tlie highcft 
preferments in the church ; that his former cir- 
cumftanccs might not flip his memory, or an 
eminent and wealthy poft betray him into pride 
and vanity, he caufed cart-wheels to be painted 
en the glafs-windows of his cathedral church, 
and on thofe of his palace. In his bed-chamber 
he caufed thefe words to be written in capital 
letters ; ' Willegis, WUlegis, call to mind what 

• thou cameft from/ The humility of thi« 
reverend and pious prelate was afterwards in fiich 
iiigh cfteem, that to perpetuate his memory, a 
cart-wheel argent in a field. Gules, was appoint- 
ed to be, and continues to this day, the cnfign 
or bearing of that archiepifcopal fee. Camer. op. 
Jubciv. 

Premiflaus III, king of Bohemia, was a hus- 
bandman, or tiller of the ground, but being firft 
entered in the catalogue of the nobility, and af- 
terward married to Libufla, princefs of Bohemia^ 
he in remembrance of his late employment,, 
v/hcn l^e was to be crown'd and iqvefted widi 
the i^f g?jia, brought with bim a pair of wooden 
iho€^j ^xbicb were wont to be worn by the pea7 
f^nts cf that coujptry, as well as in France, and 
f:me cij-e taking the liberty to ask what he 
;neant by that fclccifm, he anfv/er'd, ' That 
^ thcy*i3Wght be hung up m the caftle cf Vifp- 

• gi-adcj to put his fuccLiibrs in mind that the 

• fir{^ Bohemian prince of that family was takea 

• fjom the plow , tp that fublime dignity \ and 
>. that he wiio was but a mean husbandman, be- 

• ing brought to wear a" diadem, had nothing to 
' l)Oaft of.* Thefe wooden fliocs are ftill kept 

in Bobciphj 'as. rclicks of great efteem, and th^ 
clergy of Vifegradc ^ill carxy xiicixv ux^tocellion 
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upon every coronation day. This king was foun- 
der of tlic city (^f Pr.»i!;i:'.s IiK'lofcd it v/iih a 
wall, had u long and Iiappy iii)\iii and wasHrCsM 
with :i niimeroi.s ifiue, tl>;.t long filled the throne 
of Bohemia. //»/./. 

Tliomas CroniwdU' cjil of FiFex, was f.-n of 
a blockfmith, and being iaifal to ilic liighefi h(»- 
nours of the kingdom, was fo far from for^'.jt- 
ting what he was, and hum v/Ikmkv he cirif, 
tliat he took all ocean. Tis to n-niemhtr t.'ii;rii 
Riding in his coach thrtainh CIit;:pfidj, acc'.'i'- 
panitd by the arclihifliop of Cwnlerbury, he fi ; 
a poor woman, an inhabitant ofIIoi:nflo\v,whi« '1 
put him in mind, that In his yo'inj^cr years hv 
had run in debt to lirr In the fum of forty fliil; 
lings. He cacifi-d her to be biongjit to bmi, a!i«I 
asked her, * If ihe was not liis criditor?' flu- 
Ciid, * Yes, bwt was aiivld to ast.jt^ tho' Ik; 

* was in greiit neccflity.' Hi'^ loidflilp bid her po 
to his houre,.ar.J (lay Till i.o ivnx, :jn<I fI:C]' h..: 
didiiot only p.^y 1..T il jh: \»vJ) intcivfl, hi;. ;^^..i... 
her an aiuiual pcnilon of i'our pounds a y var, and 
a livery once a vear for her Fife. Mr; FrefcohalJi,' 
a merchant of -Klorcncc, who had oflifted ^vm Lii 
his younger daj ;s, being fidicn into poverty, he 
not ,only relieved with a liberal banci, but gavi* 
\\m money to pay his debts, and live handfoine • 
ly in the world. Another time being, at dinna* 
with other great men ut the monaftery of Sheen, 
he faw far off- a poor, fellow that rujjg the IkII,* 
and did the; dmdgtry of the (xmycatfoVlirs bread ; 
his lordfliip called Jim tohim^ imd :l'cK>r9 aff \bc 
noblemen at the table, fliattd. hi;n I y.tqc hand, 
'iiyi^g* ' My lords, this poor cieaturc's f^Aihcr 

* was a good friend of mine^ and gave me many 
' a meal's meat when 1 wanted it. TUcw 1\c'Coav( 

E 4 \a 
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to tlie poor man, * Come to mv houfc, my 

* friend, and I will make a kandfome provifion 
^ fur thee fcr thy life.' And did it accordingly. 
Qai k^s Mat rcw of Led. Hi/t. 

Mr. Ignatius Jonhin, born at Lime in Dorfct- 
0/irc, was fcnt when young to Exeter, and 
bcund apprentice to a merchant, and from an in- 
c( nfidcTable beginning arrived to aplcntilul cftatc^ 
bore the office of mayor^ and of juftice of the 
peace twenty-four years together. When fome 
litigious perfons threatened they would plague 
him with law-fuits, till they had not left him 
worth a groat, he anfwer'd fmiling, * Then I 

* (hall be but two-pence poorer than when I came 
^ to Exeter, for I brought but fix-pence with me 

* hither. Ibid. 



CHAP. XV. 

Of births^ firange^ monfttcus and ntmercus. 

^^TPthikg in nature is truer than that laying 

najitmur ; ** There are many ways to convey u> 
*. to cur long homes, but there is but one to 
* bring u$ into the world.' And that one h often 
attended widi fuch vi;ric*ty of accidents, that 
ttake cxccpdoDf to the general rule. Sometunet 
nature win pk^ife Herfelf by going- out of the 
common road, and yet her prudu^ion (hall be 
agrecatk : And other time*i, by a defeat* or re- 
dundance of materials, (he niUcarries in her main 
MJign o{ per&£tic/n in its kind, and exhibits 

what 
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what is preternatural or monftroutt it will be 
found amon){; the following examples. 

Zoroaftres, king of the Badlrians, is the onljr 
inftance we meet with in hifVorjr that came 
laughing into the world, and if ho had forefecn 
his ddtinv, he would have cried like other in- 
fants. Kis headi or rather hrains did heat with 
fuch force, that they repelled the widwifc's hand ; 
a ftgn, (iiys Pliny, tliat he would prove a very 
learned man, and ir.deed he excelled in all the 
abftrufe parts of learning, vix. natural magic, 
aftronomy, mathematics, &rc. for which he got 
no better name among the vul^r, than that of 
a conjuror, and was killed by l^inus. PiinyU 
Nat. Hifi. 

When Spinola beficged Bergcn-op-zoom, a wo- 
man near her time fetching water, was cut off 
in the wafl^e by a cannon-bullet, and her lower 
parts fell into the water. People ran immc<v 
diately to her, and faw a child ftir in her 
womb. It was drawn out, and carried to I^njt 
Cordua's tent, where it was carefully attended. 
Afterwards it was carried to Antwerp, and the 
Infanta. Ifabcila caufcd it to he chriffencd by the 
name of Albcrtus AmbroTius. tiarth^L Hij^. 
duet. 

Jacobus Egb, of the oify of Sarda in the Low 
Countries, kept a bull tedder'd in a meadow to 
feed \ who being angcr'd by the bovs, broke bin 
tve, and ran to the cows. The ficid-kccper cr.-* 
deavouring to force him back arrain, ttruck hini 
with his ItafT, which (b enraged the furly healf , 
that he run at him with his horns, wounded him, 
and threw him down. His wife (being within 
a month of her reckoning) feeing her husband 
r-powfr*d by the bull, and hi* Vvfc vtv ^-ww^lvx^ 
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ruri W belp him ; the bull l^ft her husband, and 
running at her, toft'd her high over his head, 
tGW*©rliw belly,. and out came the child on a foft 
piece pf rground ; which being carried home, and 
carefully^ tScndcd by a midwife, was chriftened on- 
the firft of- September 1647, ^^^ v/as very like 
to live. The man died in tliirty-fix houi's, and 
the wOman in four. The bull was killed the 
jiext<lay. by the command of the magiftnitcs of. 
the. city.. 

To this relation give me leave to add another 
of the fame kind on my own knowledge. 

A wpman big with child, living in Little Har- 
radon near Wellingborough in the county of 
Northampton, being milking in thofe grounds^ 
a cow taking fome diftafte, flruck the woman 
with one of her horns, which blow at once ript 
her- belly, laid her for dejfii \japon the ground, 
and the child lying by Iicr, but the navel-ftring 
not broke. This difaftcr foon brought all the 
women in the parifli to her affifiance, who 
gave her Aqua Vitie, carried her. home, laid her 
and- her cliild upon the hed, and then could only, 
pity her» for more they a'uld not do. Some 
would have a furgeon fent for^ others (aid they 
would both be dead before one could come* 
While they were thus debating the point, fome 
women at the door faw Dr. JBoles, an eminent 
phyfician in that country, by accident riding 
through the town. They ran to him, told the, 
c^fe^ and bcgg'd his help. He modefHy rcfufcd. 
to fee her, faying,, he could do Iier no good y 
but at their repeated importunities with ihowers. 
of tears, he went in, viewed the fad (pedacles> 
and immediately fell to work 5 put the child into. 
Its mother's womb again, after it tod been abov^c 
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an hour out, fcv/cd up the wound, fcnt to ? fur- 
gcon to follow his further direclioiis, and Itft 
her to ta^c fjmc reft. The doclor hearing fhc 
was iJive, came two days after lo vifit her, an(J 
gave her furtlicr directions, with monty t) buy 
her ncceflliries, and pay her nurfcs, for Ihc was 
but 11 pour woman. In fli(;rt, the womr-n and 
the cliild (iid hoth well, (he went abroad in a fort- 
nig^.t, was (afcly delivered of a fon eleven weeks 
after, t(^ whom the d'jctor was godfallicr, and 
named him Boles. He likcwifc very charitably 
paid the parc:its for nuifmg Iiis. f^^c^dfon, at l-.is 
own charge maintaiiicd liim at fehool, p:it iiini 
apprentice in London, and left him a lejiaey 
when he died. 

Gorgias, a renown'd ixrfon m Epiruo, \y*A ,u 
remarkable lirth. Ills i^vithir b'ein|!;.. near he;- 
time, fickiicd and di.d, aiul. 51s f]i^ >\'ii!3 (;:irr)'.in^ 
to her grave, the heiirer-i and nu/iJr»iori» wcr^ 
aftonifiied to hear the cry of an ihfant in ihg 
coffin; whcri-iip'jn tliey rcturnM, and . oprnlij^; 
the coffin, fuur.d Gorgi,i.s h:'.d {!i^)t. fro:n tin- 
womb in the fu-neral fcLninkiv's oij^if; ni'.)Lh<ij. 
Her coffin was bij cradle, and jic;- . djf;^t.b gw,e,4 
crc-at hero for the fcrvice anJ'Lfetv*,pr tpiriti, 
F^I.Max. ... .. ./ , 

Buchanan gives us a relation of a fimnpc pre- 
ternatural ■ irt.h, which below the n^ivjl va^s ong 
entire body, but in t'.e ftipe-iior p:.:".s \\'ai; two. 
When any mjn^ber bel'AV t';c navt^l v/.lS liui:, 
both bodies had their {ii.:i'^ In the puin, but if 
above, t'^at body v/hich w:is hi art ;>iuy felt tlic 
pain, 'riicre, •.;odies v/oull foni. t-^irics dif .grcc, and 
thwart one another in opini'. :i to the raihn^ mu- 
tual heats. 7'hc.onc d;ir..'T l.-oforc tlie e'thcr, 
the body that: furvivcd fcnllldy pined aw.iy till 
E 6 ' ' \^ 
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It foUo^^ed tlie others ftcps to a fingle grave**^ 
Rofle Arcan. Microcojm. 

Montaigne fays, he faw a child, which two 
men and a woman, who called themfelves the 
father, the uncle and aunt of it, carried about to 
^et money by (hewing it, by reafon it was fa 
ftrange a creature. It was, fays he, of a com-r 
mon form, and could ftand Upon its feet ; could 
go, and ^ble much like odier children of the 
age i it had never as yet taken any pthcr nourifh- 
mcnt but from the niirfe's breads, and what, in 
my prefence, they tried to put into the mouth 
of it, it only chew'd a little and fpit it out again 
without fwaJlowing j the cry of it, indeed, feem* 
cd a little odd and particular, and it was juft four- 
teen months old. Under the breaft it was joined 
to another child, but without a head, and that 
had the (pine of the back without motion, the 
reft entire ; for the* it had one arm fhcrtcr than 
the other, it had been broken by accident at their 
birth J they were join'd breaft to breaft, as if a 
lefler child would reach the arms about the neck 
of one ibmething bigger. The junfture and 
tbicknels of the place where they were conjgtn'd 
was not above four fingers, or thereabouts, fb 
that if you thruft up the imperfeft- child you 
might fee the navel of the other below it, and 
the joining was betwixt the pans and the navel. 
The navel of the imperfe£l chud. could not be 
fcen, but all the reft of the belly ; fo that all the 
reft that was not joined of the imperfeA one^ 
as arms, buttocks, thighs and legs, hung dangling 
tipon the other, and might reach to the mid-leg. 
llie nurfe moreover told us that it urin'd at 
both bodies, and alfo the members of the ocber 
ivere nourHh'd, fenfible, and iu the fame pli^ 
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with that file gave fuck to, excepting that they 
yrere (horter and lefs* 

Bartholinus, in his anatomical hiftory, telhr us 
he faw at Hafnia, and afterward at Bafil m 
Switxerland, Lazarus Colredo a Gcnocfc, then 
about the twenty-eighth jrear of his age, who 
had a little brother growing out of his breaft, 
which came into the world with him. He had 
two arms, and but onl^ three finsers on each 
hand, which he ibmetimcs moved, as alfo his 
ears and lips He voided excrements at his mouth, 
nofe and ears, but no where elfe ; and had its 
nouriflirtient only by what the greater brodier 
took. The little one had diftinA, vital and 
animal parts from the other, as was apparent, 
becaufe he wak'd and flept when the other did 
hot. Their natural bowels, vis. the liver, fpleen, 
&c. were the fame in both. The mouth of the 
Utde brother was generally open and wet with 
fpittle, and his h^ fomcwhat deform'd, and 
bigger than diat of Lasanis. The ^eater bro- 
ther was virell- proportioned in his lunbs, of an 
aflfable behaviour, and very modifh in his dothes i 
he covered the body of his little brother widi 
his cloak, and none couM fuiped he had a mon- 
fter about hinK He always fcem*d a man of 
courage, but could not forbear being follicitous 
about his death, becaufe he was apprehenfive if 
his brother Ihould die before him, the putrefac«^ 
don of that body muft alfo occafion his death, 
and therefore took greater care of him than ^ 
himfelf. 

When S. FuKitts Flaccus, and Q^ Calphur- 
mus Pifo, were confuls, a female fervant in Rome 
brought forth a child, havings four feet, and as 

tcaxct 
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nuny hands ; four eyes, ioxxr ears, and two in* 
ftruments of generation. Pliny^s Nat. Hiji. 

At Cracow upon the Viftula, the capital city 
of the kingdom of Poland, in the year 15439 
was born a child of no mean parentage, with 
eyes fparkling like fire, a-mouth and noihils re- 
fembling that of aa ox, long horns, and hairy 
on the back like a water fpaniel. On its brcaft 
were faces of Apes, and cats eyes under the na- . 
vel annex'd to the hypogaftrium, or that part of 
the belly which reaches from the navel to the 
privy-members. Upon both elbows and knees it 
had heads refembling thofe of dogs, the feet were 
like fwans feet, and it had a tail turned towards 
the back about two foot long ; it lived but two 
hours, and at the point of death utter'd thefe 
words; * Watch, for the Lord cometh.* Li- 
co/ih. de Prodigiis. 

, At Heyford-Purcel in Oxford/hire, a child 
was heard to cry very audibly in its mother's 
womb fome days before it was born, which fo 
terrify'd the female neighbourhood, who liad 
b^n taught by their grannums that it was a prog- 
noflic of fome public c^miity, that with groat 
difficulty they were pcrfuad.d to come and ;;nift 
at the woman's labcAir. Dr, Plot^s Jstat, Uij.. 

There was a ii.mian's wife in Holmiana who 
was eight month's gone with cHild, after which 
time the child was licard to cry in her womb 
three feveral times, viz. on Chriftm-is Eve, the 
falcnds of January, and on the feait yf Lpipiianv, 
and tliat fo very loud, tnat it was iicar(' by tl)Q 
neighbourhoi'J. The thing was fo uiia^mmon, 
that the niagiftrates gave ordei-s the woman ihoutd 
be diligently watch'd, and every one fpcnc tlicir 

vcTdicls 
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^nliAfl About what a flraiigc numftcr tltc wo« 
nuin would l)rinK fottli ; Init when her time wnt 
COITUS the woman wiA deliver *cl of a fine fdt\ iii 
dueihapc and proportion. Barthoi Aunt, rlifl* 

A Chcllurc ladXf who was fcvcn months gono. 
with child, fitting with her hushnnd, and other 
com|)any, in the dining-room after dinn *'r, fell 
an extraordinary motion in her belly, which 
lieav'd up her tlothci vifibly to all that were 
prefent, and on n fuddcn n voice was licajd, but 
from whence none could imagine. It waa heard 
a fecond time, with the fame amAr.emcnt to tho 
audience I but at the third, it wan prrfVdUy 
known to proceed fiom the womb. Thia ac- 
count waa given hy the Ltdy hcrfejrto Dr. Walter 
Needham, and that the chikl was at the famo^ 
time in good health, and no ill accident attended 
tho ntother in her labour. Dijquijit. Anut. 

Aufonius gives us a relation of a ocrt.un Ro« 
man ladv named Callicmta, who had twenty«i 
nine children, and tho* fhe lived to a huiuhed 
.'md five years of age, yet none of them died be- 
fore her. FulUr\ t^Qtib. 

John Francis, earl of Mirandula, acouainta 
us, that u. woman named Dorothy was deiivcr'd 
of ten fons at one birtli, and c leven at another* 
Schhi. Oh/. 

lermentruncs, tho wife of Ifer)l>ard eail of 
Altorf, hearing of a wonuui tluit had (hict chiK 
dren ut n birth, caiifcd hrr to he proftcutcil aa 
an adultticlii, and (aid, ^ She dtCervM to he tied 
^ up in a fuck, and thrown intt) the liver.* Tho 
next year the coimtcfs hcrii if proved to l)e with 
child, and the eail her husband being ;ihient,waat 
deUver'd of twelve fons in right ilia|)c, but very 
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* their children} to the number of one hundred 

* forty-two.' 

The lady Hefter Temple, daughter of ]\Ti]e$ 
Sands Efq; and wife of Sir Thomas Temple, of 
Stowe in the conunty of Buckingham, Baronet, 
bad four fons and nine. daughters, from whom 
defcended, before the lady'5 death, feven hun- 
dred children* Fuller^ s Worth. 
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Remarkable infiances of affeStion and hatred 
htween- brethren. 

WH^ R K brotherly loyp \^ grpMn^ed on yir-- 
. tltfr and rjdigjon, -^nd is i^^t up by the 
&me pfincipk, ilirefembles a( true 4i%nicmd, that 
is of great duration, and very h^d \o be broken. 
But flhce the1>eft things; cortypted, become the 
worft in naturet ouip (bould be takeq againfl 
iaxb&ing any Iglm^ of prejudice^ ^d that a dooi 
be left open to recoiKuliation ; for if that bo 
barrM, the moil: . endearing and tender, afic^on 
will foon run into excels of batred, with all ita 
difmal confequences. 

A falfe report being fpread abroad, that £u<« 
menes king of Afia was lulled, caufed his brother 
Attalui, who thought it was true, toafcend.fais 
brother V throne, ^ize his crown, ^d efpoufo 
his wife ; but being .better, informed, ai[id that 
Eumenes was Coming home. Attains 'went. to 
meet him, and congratulate his happy returny 
tbo' at the fame time he had his fears ^ut hvpr 

of 
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of being tll-trcatcd for his former aAionf in the 
king*s abfence. Kumcncs difcovcr'd no ftgns of 
anger, onlv whifpcr^d in his ear, ' That he 
< ftiouKl talcc care not to marry another man's 
^ wife, before he was fure her former husband 
' was in his grave.' Kumcncs died a little while 
after, and tho* he had a fon of his own by hia 
wife, yet he bequeathed the kingdom to his bro- 
ther, together with the queen his wife. Attalus, 
on t))e other hand, to (hew his love ecjuall'd hit 
brothers, tlio' he bad many children of his own 
wife, yet took particular care in the education of 
the fon the queen had by Eumenes ; and when 
he came to maturity of years, freely reiign'd the 
kingdom to him, and retired to a private life. 
Fulgos, 

When the emperor Auguftus had overooiM 
and made Adiatorigcs and jiis family prifonerif 
after leading them to Rome in triumph, he fen« 
tenccd the fiithcr and the elder brother to be put 
to death \ when the executioner came to the prin 
fon to do his office, and enquiring which WMI 
the eldeft brother, there arofe fuch n hot diQ>uUI 
between the two young princes, both ailerting 
their feniority, that they might prefervc the liiS 
of their brother, that the piTfon who was to 
kill hiiii knew not whicli to lay his iiandij onf 
till their mother perfuaded Dyctcnlus that ha 
would let his younger brotlier die for him« tlat 
/lie might tlic better be provided for, and theit 
the fatal blow was giv^n i hut as foon as Au-« 
guftus heard of t)iis f^rcat cxanipk of fraternal 
love, he gricvM at his fcvcrity, and gave an ho- 
noural)lo fubfiibnce to llie niotlicr and her fur* 
viving foil. 
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Heliodonis was firnamed Pius, upon this rt-* 
markable occafion, the people having ^cpofed his 
brother Archigallus for rapine and tyranny, and 
riven the crown to Heliodorus ; he being a hunt- 
ing:, found his brother Archigallus in a deplorable 
condition in die woods. The king knew him, 
affcdionately embraced him, and fent him pri-^ 
rately into t fafe place in the city, with a reso- 
lution) if poffible, to efFe£t his rcftoration. In 
tfiis view the king pretended to be fick, and as 
often as any of the nobility came to vifit hinr^ 
be confined them one by one, and direatned 
them with death, if they would not immediate* 
hr affift in die re-inauguration of his brother. 
And having by thb ftratagem galnM att their con- 
ients, he fummoned them all togedier, gain'd 
his point, Archigallus was reftored to his monar- 
chical dignity, and dying a litde while after. He* 
Hodorus fucceeded him by si juft tide, Fulgos. 

A foldier in the camp of Cn. Pompeius, find- 
ing one of his enemies pre(s hard upon him, re- 
doubled his force, and having killed and ftript 
him, found he was his brother ; and having with 
bitter words reviled the Gods, for (ufiertng him 
to be guilty of fratricide, he carried his brother's 
corps, with all the pomp he could, into the camp, 
cre^ed a funeral pile, and fet it on fire ; which 
hft office being performed, he drew out the hme 
fword with which he had unhappily killed his 
brother, thruft it into his heart, and falling upon 
die body of his brother, they were both burnt 
to afhes at the fame time and place. Fakr. 
Max. 

The following account was inferted in die 
public nevirs-papers, viz. Dublin, Jan. ^9, 1740. 

We 
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\Ve hear from the county of KiUare of an ex« 
traordiiiary inftance of afFe£tion in two batchelor 
brothers, who always lived together. The elder 
being feventy-feven, had a fever, and finding 
himfclf finking, exhorted his brother, who was 
ten years younger, to rcfign himfelf to heaven^ 
2md bear their fcparation with chriftian patience; 
but he was fo feniibly touched with grief, that 
lofing his appetite, he failed two days, and ex- 
pired as foon as he was told his brother was 
dead. They were the ddeft branch of the fa- 
mily of Baltinglais. They lived moil innocently^ 
went conilantly to church, and fpent their for« 
tunc and lives in good nature and charitaUe ads. 
In the beginning of the i6th century, a 
Portugueze carrack iailing from Lisbon to Goa^ 
having oq board twelve hundred fouls, unfortu- 
nately ftnick upon a rock^ and broke her hot* 

UOfU 

'The obtain in this diftrefs ordered the pinnace 
to be launch'd, into which, after having tofs'd 
in a imall quantity of bifcuit, and ibme few boxes 
of marmeladc, he got himfclf, with nineteen 
others^ who feeing the danger of a crowd in the 
common horror, ruihing into the boat, drew 
their fwords and prevented the coming in of any 
more. 

Here their eyes were entertain^ with the moil 
difinal of fpedacles, the fight of their finking 
friends, and their ears with the cries of fo many 
in the fame mifery, whom they could not help 
without their own deilrudion# They were be- 
fidos deilitute On the vail Indian ocean^ in an open 
boat, without any compafs todired them or any 
frefh water, but what muil fall from thofc heavens, 
yAkok mercy alone could deliver tbeni. Towhic^ 
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muft be added^ the inevitable danget- of being 
•v^et.by the fvft wind that ihould raife the 
vayesv hefides the certainty of perifhing as foon 
|8 their fmall flock of provifions fhottld be fpent, 
which only ferv'd to prolong their miferics by 
rcferviii^ diem- for a more lingring and cruel 
death. In this diftrcfs, after they had for four 
days rowed to and fro, without guide or direc- 
tion, the captain, overcome with grief and fa- 
tigue, died. This obliged them to chufe one 
ef their' own cof'^pany to command them, whofe 
orders they agreed implicitly, without any re- 
ferve, to follow. 

. The choice fell upon a gentleman, who im- 
mediately profibfed to the company to draw lots, 
4nd throw ever/ fourth man over board, by reafoii 
their provifion. was fpent fo &r, as nbt to' laft 
above three day^ longer. 1-hey were now nine- 
teen perfons in all ; in this number were a friar 
and the carpenter, both whom they would ex- 
empt, by reafon of their being fo necefTary j as 
alfo their new tdptain ; fo that there were four to 
die out of the fixtcen remaining. - 
. The. three firft^on whom the lot fcll» after 
kaving confcfs'd, and received abfolution, fub- 
mitted to dieir fate. 

'The fourth, whom fortune condemned, was 
a Portuguese ^gentleman who had a younger 
pother in the boal,. who, feeing him «bo4ic to? 
1^ flung « oveh-hoahiy' mofl tenderly ambn^ed 
him, and i with teartf in his eves bofought him^ to 
let him die fai hlm^icnfoTanghis argumtents by 
telling him, ^ That- he was'a married man, anA 
' hsiA a wife and children* at Goi, betides thd 
f care of thtQc fifters who abfolutcly depended- 
f upon him : That as i o^ \umfc\ii VvtvrtJ^^vci^^ 



' tifid hatred between tnibren. 95 

* and liis life of no great importance 1 he there- 
« fore conjuivd him to let him fupply his place/ 

'l*hc cUIlt brother aftoiiifh'd and melted with 
this gciKMofity, replied, * That fmcc the provi* 

* dcnee of Cri^d had appointed him, it would be 

* wicked and unjiifi; to fuflfer apy other to die 

* fur him, cfpccijlly a brother to whom he was 
' fo infinitely ol>lig d.' 

The yc>ungtr would take no denial, hutflin^ 
ing himfelf oti his knees, held his bnjthcr fo faft, 
that they could not difcngage them : Thus they 
difputed for a while, the elder brother bidding 
him lie a f^ithcr to his wife and children, and as 
he would inherit his dlatc, tnke ore of their 
common lifters ; but all he could fey made him 
not defilh This was a fcene of tendcrnefs which 
muil fill with pity any breaft fufceptible of ge* 
nerous impreflions ! 

At laft, as it is no diflicult thing to pcrfuade 
a man to live, the confta'ncy of the elder bro- 
ther yielded to the piety of the younger ; he ac- 
J|uic(ced, and fuftered tne gallant youn^^ man to 
iipply his place 5 who bring flung into the water, 
w^ien he came to it, could not be content to die; 
but being a very good fwimmer, got to the ftern 
of the pinnace, and laid hold with his right 
hand ; which being pviceiv'd by one of the Tai- 
lors, he cut off the hand with a cutlafs, upon 
which, dropping into the fea, he caught hold 
ag:u*n with his left, which received the fame fate 
by a fecond blowj thus difrticmbcr'd in his two 
hands, he made a fhift, notwithftanding, to keep 
himfelf above w:iter, with his feet and two 
Humps. 

This moving f]K«Sarle fo raifed v\\c v*\^v oK ^^ 
nficlc crew, that tiicy eryM out^ * \i^ ^"* \n\sX 
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^ one fxfan, let us fave him ;' which was ac« 
eordingly done, and he taken into the boat, had 
hi$ hands bound up as well as the place and cir- 
x:umftancfs wouM permit. I'hey row'd all that 
night, an4. next morning, when die fun arofc, 
as if heaven would reward the gallantry and piety 
of this young man, and for his fake favc all the 
reft, they defcry'd land, which proVcxl to be the 
onountains of Mozambjque in Afric, where the 
PoTtugucze have a colony > hither they all (afely 

fot, where they ftaid till the next ihips from 
risbon pals'd by, and carried thb company to 
Goa; where Linfchottcn, a Dutch author of 
good credit, aflures us. That he himfclf faw them 
&nd, fupped with the two brothers that very 
night, law the younger with his ftumps, and had 
^he ftory from bodi their i^ouths, as well as 
from the reft of the company. Plain Dcakr. 

Alphonfus Diazfus, a bigotted Spaniard, being 
informed that his brother John Diazius had re- 
nounced the PopiOi, and efpoufed the Proteftant 
xeligion, was fctzed with fuch an implacable ha- 
tred againft his brother, that he killed him with 
hii own hands. But he was afterwards fo tor-^ 
mented bv the ftingB of his own confcicnce, that 
he hang'd himfclf at Trent about tlic neck of 
his mule, for want of a better conveniency. 
Qark's Mir. 

Sir George Sands, Bart. oJF.the county of Kent^ 
had two fons arrived idmpft to the age of nuuu- 
bood, ifiiio had each a new fuit of doaths, made 
of the fame cloth, and trimmed alike in every 
tiling, laving, for diftiivEtion^fake, that the eldett 
had gold buttons, and the youngeft but filver ; 
for which he bore his brother fuch a grudge anil 
Jl^rcd (for nothing cUe could \)t uSvsQfCd ^ the 
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Ciufo of it) chiit ho Imihardiifly murdered lilm iti 
Ml bod, M ho lay flecpiiig hy hitii. ( to dovo liii 
hoiul Mul briini lUiincfor with tt clravcr, fiiid ii(»r 
fttiified with chut inhuiiuiiiity, gave him (even ur 
oiglit ftiibi to eha liowt with a itilctto, aiul hav- 
ing fijiifliod chftt bluulv rcoiU!« wciU tu hi* lii- 
thor'i bod^ido nnd Cold nim o{ ie, r4ther nlcufuig 
himrolf with thd difmiil tragedy ha had UM^ 
thfui difcovcring any fciiid of ranorfo or forrow- 
Ho wii immedliitoly apprehended« committed i<i 
Maldftono Tail, condomn'd ac cho afliftoa fol« 
lowing, and oxecuted accordingly. lUJ. 

Solymua I. and third em|)cror of tho Turki, 
having afcendod tho Ottmnan throno, hy firft do- 
privhig hi« fatlier l^^wet of tho government, 
and thon of bin life by poifon, and reftilvlng io 
rid hta handi of all comnociton, caufed Orchanot , 
cho fon of Alomofciii, MalicuncC tho fon of Sciem- 
fcia, Orclmnoi, KmirfA and Mufa, tho foiui o( 
hU brother Mahomet to Iks ftiangird, upon x]w 
opinion ot' tho great da£loia and lawyem, wku 
faidv * It waa better that live, eight or ten |)cr- 
* fona fliould be taken off, than tho ompiio 
< (hould bo ruinod by livil wata.' Thero remain* 
od now of ilio Ottoman family only Selinma and 
hia fon Solynian Corcutua, and Achmec with hia 
fona Amiiruth and AlaJin. Hia hiothrr C ortutui 
heanng Selymun waa on the thnmr, liadncd to 
Magnciia, whore ho hod evj^n fince ii^veii up him« 
felf to tlio lludy of philofophy and other learn- 
ing, without over attem|)ting any thing againit 
hia brother i but having mtimation that Selymua 
fought hia life, ho fled with two feivanta to- 
wardN the fea« in hopei to find a pallago either 
10 C.Veto or Khodes t but huiitg thon m«Vi:uU'd 

Vut,J. V \M 
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hy his brother's gallies,* he concealed himfelf in 
a cave near Smyrna^ where he was difcover'd by 
a peaiant to Cafumest one of the tyrant's cap* 
tains, who giving notice of it to his barbaroui 
mafter, the innocent prince was immediately or- 
<lered to be ftrangled. Selymus having viei^'d 
his brother's dead body, burft out into tears» 
and grievoufly lamented bis death ; after which 
he beheaded fifteen of thofe that had fo diligently 
learch'd for him, tdUingthem, ^ Tfaatheque* 
^ ftion'd not but they would do the like to huHt 
* if he, by the extremity of fortune, was rer 
^ duc'd to the fame condition ;' yet he foon re- 
(turn'd to his cruel nature, and afterwards mur« 
^'d hii^rother Achmet alfo* 



CHAP. XVIL 

Vain-gkriGUs b4fafiing^ the faVj mi fiMm$ 
of it. 

EMPTY veilels make the greateft found in 
a vault, fhallow brains the greateft noife in 
company, and both are equally difefteem'd.Thofe 
that think to eftablifli a reputation in aits or 
arms, by vain-glorious boafUngs, do not only 
build upon fand, hr^ involuntarily engage both 
truth and time to demoliih it. Men ud things 
may have a commendable efteem.in a medio* 
tntf^ but ftraining the point by proud boafts^ 
difcover a fordid diungenuity, and commonly end 
in contempt and deriuon. 
Thk fooliih humour of ranting is more pc* 
€uiidr to the Spaniard than ^sc\ o^^ totion, be- 
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caufe they never talk like what they are, but 
what they fimcy themfelves to be, witnefs the 
following rodomantado of a Caftilian captain. 
When I defcend into myfelf, and contemplate 
my moft terrible, horrible terribility, I can 
hardly contain myfelf within myfelf: for I be- 
lieve that all the public-notaries in Bifcay are 
not able, in three years, to fum up the ac*- 
count of thofe miraculous atchievements which 
this Toledo blade, this fcourge of Lutherans* 
this converter of Pagans, this peopler of church* 
yands, has perfbrm'd, Vc. To conclude, I am 
that invinable flaughterer of mankind, that 
tranfcendent great captain Bafilifco Efphera* 
monte, generaliffimo of all tlie militia of Eu- 
rope. 1 am he who ufcs to fwallow moun- 
tains, to breathe out whirlwinds, to fpit tar- 
gets, fweat quickfdver, f^c' Howih Germ. Diet. ' 
When Mendoza was embaflador in France* 
he would often break out into this prophanc of- 
tentation, ^ God's power is in heaven, and king 
* Philip's on earth ; he can command botli fca 
^ and land, with all the elements to fcrve him ;' 
yet that invincible monarch was overcome at lad 
oy a regiment of poor contemptible vermin, and 
Herod-like went out of the world by the pedi- 
cuhry difeafe. IbitL 

Mr. John Carter, incumbent of Bramford in 
Suffolk, who had a great flip.rc of learning, and 
no lefs modcfty to conceal it, dining among 
others of the clergy at an alderman's houfe in 
Ipfwich, one of the company being full of him- 
fclf, boafted of his own cxtraordinAry parts, and 
chsdlcngcd any man prefcnt to ftart a queftion in 
theology or philofophy, and he would ttv^ke a. 
Fa V^ 
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fall and fatisfeiftorjr anfwer to it. AiJ the com- 
pany but this noify talker were filent for a time, 
when Mr. Carter, finding no body elfe would 
check his vanity, faid, ' My trencher fumifhes ' 

* me with (uVjcEt to gravel you ; here is a fiih, 

* fays he, that has always lived in fait water, 

* pray teH me why he fliould come out a frefh 

* fifh, and not a (alt one ?' This fliort queftion 
put this bufy talker to filence, he could make no 
anfwer to it, and thereby expofed himfelf to the 

- ridicule of the company. Clark* s Lives. 

ParaceUtis, that great chemical phyfidan, boaft** 
ed in one of his enthufiaftic rants, that he had 
attain'd to fuch an extraordinary knowledge in 
that art, that he could make man immortal > and 
yet could not prolong his own life to the com- 
mon ftandard ; for death carried him off before 
* *he was forty-feven years old. Fuller* s Holy Stat. 

Pompey hearing that his competitor Cacfar had 
paffed the Rubicon, was fo little concern'd at the 
news, that he faid, if he did but (lamp with his 
toot upon any ground in Italy, an army would 
immediatdy rife up to defend him ; and yet was 
routed and (hamefully put to death after the 
battle of Pharfalia. Lucan. Pharf. 

Abel, a Scots prieft, by bribing the court of 
Rome, from arch-dean of St. Andrews in Scot- 
lund, Tofe to that hifhopric, and behaved himfelf 
fo proudly that he defpifed all his inferiors. He 
thought himfelf to be as learned as rich, and that 
others might tliink fo too, wrote theiib words 
upon the doors of his cathedral church:: 

Hac mihi funt tria^ lex^ canon^ phihfopbia^ 

Boading of his underftanding in thofe fciences ; 
but going to church i[iot.\otv^ ^Sxai^ bftlaw an 



the folly and Jhame of it. lOi 

anfwer to them writ underneath his own, ill 
tkefe terms \ 

Ti livant abfque tria^ fraus, favor^ vanafopbia. 

Which wounded him fo fcnfibly, that with mere 
grief and vexation he took to his bed, and ended 
his davs in a fhort time after, having enjoyed 
that oiihopric but ten months and two da}'s. 
Spcifwood's Ch. Hijl. Scot. 

A PVcnch count, being a volunticr inTu- 
remie's army, defired the honour to command n 
party to attack fome Germans that appeared in 
view of the French, and fccmed to brave them ; 
which being granted, he advanced toward the 
enemy ; but foon retreated to the general, who 
demanded, * Why he did not charge the 

* Germans?' The Count told his excellency, 

* That he came back to requeft him to order 

* him as many bags as there were Germans, for 
> he refoKed to make him a prcfent of everv 
^ one of their heads/ The general fmiling faie, 

* He need not give himfelf that trouble, for if 

* he killed them or forced them to fly it was 

* fufficient' Whereupon the count made an- 
other advance a little nearer Hkc Ccff«'mans, but 
rcturn'd with greater fpeed thajv^J^j5advanced, 
upon which the general faid, .t.Jl^hat, Moa* 

* fieur, are you afraid of them ?' * No, Sir, re- 

* ply'd the count, but I am afhamed of them, 

* for they are fuch a company of tattcr'd fcoun- 
^ drels, it would be a difparagcmcnt to my ho- 

* nour, and the grandeur of my femilv, to flght 

* with fuch a ragged party.' Go ana tell them 
fo, faid the general ; upon which he advanced 
alone, and the officer that commanded the Ger* 
mans, thinking he came to P\cc\uci^^ xo^^ v^ 
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meet the Frenchman, who coming almofl: within 
piftol-fhot, retreated as before ; but the German 
pui:fuine, (hot him dead as he was running away. 
French Hljt. 

That great lover of learning and ingenuity 
the right honourable the earl of Dorfet, hearing 
the advantageous chara£ler of Mr. Butler, author 
of that excellent burlcfque poem entitled Hudi-- 
IraSy ordered Mr. Fleetwood Shephard to bring 
him into his company to drink a bottle ; whidi 
^ being done, Mr. Butler appeared while the firft 
bottle was drinking very flat and heavy, at the 
fecohd bottle extremely brisk, vivacious, fiill of 
wit and learning, and was very fecetious com- 
pany \ but at the third bottle funk again into 
phlegm and dulnefs, that none could have ima- 
gined him to be the author of Hudibras, whofe 
every line is wit, mirth, and pleafantry^ Next 
morriing Mr. Shephard ask'd his lordfhip's opi- 
nion of Mr. Butler, who anfwer'd, ' He is like 

• a nine pin, little at both ends, but very great 

• in the middle.' He knew much, but had ndt 
the art to fhew it. 

Oftentation gives a genuine luftre to heroic 
ifxalhicSj^M Mds as it were a new life to all 
things tk^ ftjyc truth and reality for their vou- 
diers i for wivaout merit 'tis but a vulgar cheat, 
which ferves only to difplay men's feults, and 
confequently to purchafe contempt inftead 6f 
commendatioD ; fome men make a heavy buftle 

' to get out, and appear upon the theatre in the 
open view of the world, and what does it tend 
to at laft, but to difcover their ignorance, which 

. their privacy had civilly concealed to their repu- 

lafibii. 

CHAP. 
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CHAP. XVIII. 
Of Bounty and Liberality. 

TH E^great adrantage of wealth and power 
is, that the pofleflbrs of them are in a oipap 
city of doing more good than other men. Ham)]r 
are thofe men that employ them for that purpoles 
becaufe an open hand procures them certain 
friends and faithful dependants i fecures them of 
ibund advice in profpcrity, and pillars to fupport^ 
and heads and hands to defend them in advcrfity* 
l4eB value themfelves and employ their diligence 
sukI fidelity» at the price their patrons put upon 
them* A prince thafl feeds ufeful men onlv wi.tb 
wiiid» bys them under the temptation of heark* 
ning to the next fair biddery to procure them* 
felvet more fubftantial aliment. Intereft governs 
the world and every mum in it. 

Cracus king of Poland) having plentifuUy re^ 
.warded the fervices of a certain courtier named 
Vapavious, when this perfon was tempted by 
Xiechus U* with a great fum to betray his mar 
iter, he refolutely refufed it, faying, < My ma- 
^ fter Cracus has bought me already by repeated 

* obligations, and I will not defert him for your 

* moneys* and when Lechus had barbaroufly 
murdered his brother Crocus in a wood, Vapa* 
vbus was the firft man that rofe up in arms, to 
revenue what he could not prevent, and never 
laid SieoL down fill he had baniihcd him th^ 

F 4 c^\^xx>i> 



104 Of bounty and liheraUty. 

country, and fct up Venda a virgin of the royal 
family. MicraL Chron, Pomeran, ■* 

Francis Rufiel, the fccond of that firname 
that was carl of Bedford, was fo charitable and 
open handed to the poor and needy, that queen 
Elizabeth faid, * He made more beggars than all 

* the noblemen fn the kingdom,* which the no- 
ble earl being acquainted with, faid, * Thqn he 
^ h^i a greater fhare of bleffings, and thought it 

* more agreeable to his quality, to make a 
^ thoufand beggars by liberality, than one by 

* racking his tenants, or by covetoufnefe or 

* oppreffion. Fuller* s Holy State, 

Sir Julius Cafar, chancellor of the diitchy of 
lancafter, and a privy counccllor to queen 
Elizabeth, wr^ a perfon of fuch extraordinary 
charity, to all defcrving perfons under neceffi- 
ious circumflances^, that his ^sime, like his 
lounty, was fpread over all the kingdom. A 
^ntleman once borrowing his coach, which wafi 
-well known to all forts of mendicants, was fd 
importuned with beggars in London, that it coft 
him more money to acquit himfelf from the 
noife they made about him, than would have 
paid the hire of twenty coaches for a longer timer. 

Alexander the great merited that title, as wdl 
i>y his princely bounty, as his conquefts^ When 
Perillus requefted his afliftance to make w a 
portion for his daughter, he gave him no left 
than fifty talents. Perillus faid, ten were enoughs 
Alexander anfwered, It may be h for the re^ 
ceiver ; but a lefler fum would not have agreed 
"with the majefty of the donor. He conunand^ bis 
treafurer to give Anaxarchus^ the philofophinr as 
much money as he fltould afk for \ but when he 
1 . > demanded 
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demanded a hundred talents, the trearurer mtouU 
not pav it before he had told the king of it i wlio 
replied, That Anaxarchui knew of whom ht 
aiked it, and would not undervalue hit benefa£br 
by demanding a left fum tlian wai fit for him 
to give, becaufe he knew he had a friend that 
wai able and willing to give him that, and a 
Ijreater funi if he had occuflon for it. Another 
time feeing a muleteer that had over-laden hit 
muk with gold, take die burden upon his own 
back, and being reaily to fmk under it *, he faid 
to the poor man, thy burden is too heavy for 
thee I but that it may feem lighter and Iciii 
troublefome, carry the gold, to tliy own tent, 1 
freely give it thee. Fulg$s, 

Pope Alexander V. was fo very libciiJ to per- 
fens of ingenuity and probity, and fo magnificent 
in buiUinn applied to the ufe of the publick, 
that he uied to fay, ^ When he was a bifliop he 

* was rich, when he was a cardinal, and had 

* sreater comingi^ in,, he grew poor, and now 
^ oeing pope he was a mere beggar. Fulgos. 

Alphonmtt,. fcnior, king <»f Sicily, always wore 

a rich rings upon his Fingers, and when he 
d his hands, tliat he might not dumiige the 
ftones, ufed to put thctn into the hands of thi: 
ftrvant that ftood neurcil to him. His niajcfly 
Mce gave them to one, thut fuppoiing the king hud 
fergot them, employed them to iiis own bcnciic 
The king took no notice of it, but put on other 
rings, and. going another day to wain his hand% 
ke that had not rcllorcd the former, put forth 
his hand to receive thofc he w;\h pulling oiFj but 
Alphonfus putting his hand buck, fuid to him 
very foftly, * I will give thee thcfc ilngs to keep, 
i' j wlicu. 
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when thou reftoreft them I formerly cntrufted 
thee with ;' and proceeded no further againft him 
for his deceit. 

Henry of Lancafter, generally called the good 
carl of Eterby, having taken Bigerack in Gaf^ 
coigne in the year 134'. he gave to every foUier 
thfe houfe he mould Rrft make himfelf mafter of. 
A foldier (eizing upon the houfe of one of the 
xnafters of the mint, found fuch a vaft quantity 
of money, that he thought it too much forhis^ 
'(hare, and therefore went to the earl to know 
his pleafure about difpoftng of it. The earl ge* 
nerotifly anfwered, ^ I muft not play children^ 

* play, to give and take, -tis all thy own if it 

* were three time§ more than it is. CtmibdenU 
Remains. 

At the fight of Poiftiers, James JordAudley 
being terribly wounded, Edward the black prince), 
with great thanks for his good fervice, made him 
a prefent of four hundred maiks a year in land> 
which he gave as freely to his four clquires that 
waited on him in the fight; which the princfe 
being advifed of, and thinkiag his prefent was 
flighted » the lord Audley gave him &tisfa£tioYi 
to the contrary in this anfwer. * I muft reward 
' thofe that do well by me ; my efquires with. 

* the hazard 6f their own lives, iaved mine ia 

* the heat of the battle, and I, God be thanked^. 
^ have a plentiful eflate derived from my an^ 
'^ ceftors, fufficient to fupport me in your high- 
^ neis's fervice.' The prince commending bk. 
ktunty and generoflty, confirmed hb grant t6 
hi? eiquires, and gave the lord Audley lands o£ 
fix huadred marks a year ia Englandi Spied^i 
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CHAP. XIX. 

Chif/Hty mtd imhf/lity: ixampUs of tBmi^ 
both in men Mnd wmtn. 

GHaltity if a ^reat and fliining virtuCf of which 
the utility 18 fuflicicnUy known both in the 
peace of confciencct prefcrvation of conjiif^al a^ 
KAioni and the quiet of familieii. Religion in* 
fitfct it into the foul) and nothing left than k 

f)iouS firm and conftant rcfolution can nuintabi' 
t without fpot or blcmifii \ bccaufc the contrary 
vice confederating both with body and mind (i 
very hard to be conqueredi and there ii ncithflr 
continence nor Virtue^ where there are no qir 
pofinjg dcTiredi Many may make profeflion of 
chaftity» but there are but few that f)raAife it. 
Wordv are too faint a proof of thii virtue \ for 
when they inveigh againft unchaAity with an at 
IbAcd look, their eyes give the lie to their 
tongues, and (hew their defirca are extravaggntp 
and that they only want opportunity to be un- 
fiuthful 

Thomaa archbiHiop of Yorki who lived under 
the reign of Henry t, fulling into a diflcmper^ 
mul adviflng with his ohyfiuans unon it, tney 
fiiid he could recover nis health, by no other 
means than the company of a woman \ to whlct) 
lie anfwrrcd, ' That the remedy was worfe th%i^ 
* the difeafc/ and fo died, as he lived, a virgin* 
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Demetrius king of Athens (o admired a beau* 
#ftt 'youth, callol Democles the, Fair, that ht 
left no way unattempted either by kind* words,, 
great promifes, coxifidetable prefeats, and other 
whiles by menaces to debauch him fodomitically ; 
to ay old which the boy retired from the publick 
places, and the baths, and wafhed himfelf in 
private. Demetrius was no fooner informed 
where he was bathing, but he broke in upon 
bim, and the youth finding an utter impoffibility 
to efcape the violence of the king'3 unnatural 
liift-, he uncovered the furnace where the water 
W9t -boiling, leaped into it, and put an end to his 
life, rather than violate his chaftity. Plut.i'n 
Demetur. 

A Spaniih youth named PeFagius, of a beau- 
tiful countenance, being a hoilage to the Moors, 
Abderamine king of Morocco was fo fmitten with 
lUm, that he difcovered his bafe defires, by re« 
peated lafciVious A£lions ; which the noble youth 
as frequently and fcornfully rejected ; which the 
king refenting, refolved to gain by compulfion^ 
v^t he could not obtain by perfwafion ; which 
the youth being apprehenfive of, and excited by 
a generous indignation^ ftruck the brutiih king 
witih his fiil upon the face, faying, ^ Now, inr 

* fxdcl, thou maycft kill me, but thou {halt nevec 

* rob me of my chaftity.* This blow coole4 
the barbarian'^s unnatural amours, but inflamed 
him with fo much anger, that he caufed the 
youth to be caft into, a military fling, threw him 
over the river Blsetis, and dafhcd him to pieces 
upon the rocks on the other Mt. Lips. Mmic. 

Panthea, a Ikdy of furpaffihg beauty, being 
Oai^n pntoncs by Cyrus's foldiers^ to whom they 
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were conducing her ; Cjmit commtnded thejr 
fhould not do it, left he, by feeing her, ftioun 
be tempted to violate her chaftity. And when 
Arafpet one of his intimates urged him to make 
her a vifit in her tent, as a lady worthy of that 
honour. He anAvered, *- For that reafon be 
^ ought to ihun her company, left frequenting 

* her focietv fliould make hhn negle£l the great 

* affairs of nis country. 

Romilda, tho' a laicivlous princefi m her con*- 
ver&tion, yet ihe had two lovely daughters, as 
renowned for their chaftity as their mother was 
for wantonneft ; for when by the mother's perfidy^ 
the Venetians had entred the city of Triol, and 
committed all kind of barbarities, they preferved 
their honours unblemilhedy by keeping raw horfb 
fleih under their arm pits, which made them 
ftink fo horribly, that no man would' approach 
them, for fear of being (ufFocated with the loathe 
fome fmell, and fo by this honcft device, kept 
their virginity from being attempted by the bar- 
harous conquerors. Camer, hor. Suhcijfv, 

Timoclea, a virtuous lady of Thebesj when 
that city was lacked, was raviflicd by a rude 
prince of Thracia) but ftie refolving to take a 
revenge on tfie raviflier, proportioned to the in* 
jury he had done her, difleinbled her refentmentv 
told him ihe would direA him to a place where 
a great deal of riches was buried, and immediately 
led iiim to a room in the houfe where there was 
a Ytry deep well, and the rapacious Thradan 
lying down upon the brink to look into it, flib 
took him by the legs, and threw him hcadlbng 
into it, with a quantity of flones after hinr tt> 
'jfrevent his climbing up again. Being fometime 
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after biDught b^ore Alexander, and accufed Vfitfa 
6dkroying one of his captains, (he confeiled and 
juftified ^e fiidty as an act of juJSdce inflicted upon 
.an iniblent ravifhen And being asked who (he 
was ? She faid, (he was the fifter of Theagenes> 
who bravely loft his life fighting againft Alexan* 
der's father in the battle of Cheronsea ; at which 
undaunted aafwer, Ales^der gave her her liberty,, 
with commendations oTher courage and chaftity.. 
PJut, parrel. 

A matron^of Ephefus, wa^ of fuch a celebrated 
character for her chaitity,, that fhe became the 
difcourfe and admiration of all the country*. 
When (he buried her husband, fhe waa not con> 
tented with the ufual expreifions of grief, in fol- 
lowing him. to his grave, but fhe followed his 
corps into the very vault, and there continued 
lamenting whole nights and days together, con- 
trary to the advice and perfwaftons of her friends : 
All people lamenting the feverity fhe impofed up» 
on her(elf, in being there five days without any 
kind of fuftenance, or any company but her fer- . 
vant*maid, who affifted her fbrrow. While this, 
^doleful fcene was a^ing, the governor of the 
jMTovince had conunanded fome notorious t^ievea^ 
to be crucified near that place, and appointed a 
ibkiier to watch there day and night, that their 
'friends might not take them down firom: the crofi 
and bury them* The fbldier perceiving a Ikht 
:among the tombs, defcendcd the vault, and fee- 
ing a beautiful woman fitting by her husband's, 
corps, in a very nummful pofture, he ufed fudk 
worcis to abate her forrow, and gjive her cook-^ 
fcrt^ as arc conunonly cqolployed on fuch mourn- 



flit cccafioiu I but (he was rather exafperated t 
and tearing off her hatr* laid it upon the breaft 
of her dead huiband. The foldicr continued hit 
foUicttationSf and at length prevailed vrith her 
to ettf and afterwards attemptins her chaftity, ht 
ficceeded accordins; to his wi&cs. They hqr 
together three nights Aicceffively. In thb timt 
tf)e relations of one of the crucined thieves, fee* 
ing they were very negligently watched, thef 
took down their relation and buried him. The 
foldier in the morning feeing one of the thieves 
were ftolen from the croft, grew defperate upon 
the thoughts of beins hanged up in his plaoe» 
and therefore to punim hia negligence, told the 
woman he would kill himfclf with his own iword» 
beiceching her to let him, after death, find a 
place in that vault by her husband. The wo- 
man commifcrating her bver, and being un- 
willing after fhe had dried her eyes fur her huf- 
band, to fall into a (ccond mourning for a friend 
that had brought her out of her firft melancholy \ 
(he demurely told him, * That (he had rather part 

* with a dead husband^ than occafion the death 

* of a living friend / and inunediately commanded 
her husband'a body to be taken out of the cofBn | 
hb nofo to be cut off to disfigure his (ace from 
beine known,, and gave hfan to Aipplv the plac« 
of the thief that was ftolcn away. The foldier 
tdmiring the woman's wic, that had found out 
an expedient to favc his life, went about his work 
t«7imediatclyy and having filled the empty placew 
left the people to wonder fay what means the 
thief was got upon the uois again. Pilrw. Ark% 
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Joan queen of Naples, was of to debauched* M 
life, and infatiate in her luft, that fhe caufed 
prince Andrew an Hungarian, her firft husband^ 
to be hanged at her bed chamber window for 
infufficiency. Louis of Tarentum, her fecond 
husband, wafted himfelf to death by endeavour- 
ing to fatisfy her. James of Tarracon, was her 
third husband, whom fhe caufed to lofe his head 
for lying with another woman. Otho duke of 
Brunfwick, was her fourth and laft husband ; 
for the king of Hungary in revenge of his fon'ii 
death raifi^ war againft her, and having taken 
her prifoner, hung her up at the fame window 
where ihe hanged her firft husband. Heylen.Gtopr. 



CHAP. XX^ 

Cheats impudent fy and cunningly contrived. 

A Great flock of confidence^ covetoufiiels^ 
and cunning,, unallay'd widi principles of 
jufUce and honeflby, generally turn into fraud 
and villainy ; and uking the whipping-poft and 
pillory in thek way, have their ends at thcnt 
lows, if committed by little villains ; but if aSed 
by great ones^ who can break through cobwed 
laws, and efcape» for a time, the juftice due to 
them ; yet their ill-gotten wealth, being attend^* 
cd with the curfes of the injured fufFerers, and 
Ihe wrath of heaven, they feldom continue, in 
the poiTeffion of the defraudecs to the tbicd ge?* 
MTSttiosu 



■SKv 



Robert de Evereux, the brave, but unfbrtu* 
jmte earl of Eflex, bjr the ill advice of fome 
about him, and his own ill ufiigo at court, hav* 
ing incurred the sutlt of htgh-trcafon, complain^ 
ed at hit trial, that the letters produced againft 
him were counterfeited, and upon diligent en- 
quiry into that nrwtter, a bold and impudent cheat 
was difcovered. The counters of kiflcx fearing tfl 
their ctrcumftances ftood^ her husband bcmjr 
befet with powerful enemies, that he might' faH 
into trouble, put fome letters which her lady*^ 
ihip had received from him into a cabinet, and 
intruded it in the hands of a dutchwoman, called 
Rihoe, who was under all the obligations in 
the world to be faithful to the lady. She accord* 
tngly hid them, as (he thought, fecurcly in her 
own houfe \ but by ill chance her husband John 
Daniel found them, read them over, and ob« 
fcrving that there was fomething in them, that 
miglit inccnfe the queen, and endanger the earli 
caufcd them to be tranfcribed by one that was 
expert in counterfeiting hands, and when the ti* 
•morous oountcfs was ready to lye in, be went to 
Iter, and told her, that unlcfs her lady<hip wouM 
give him three thoufand pounds, he would dc* 
fiver them into the hands of her husband's ene* 
mics. The good hdy, who had a tender affec* 
tion for the carl, was deftrous to prevent that 
danger at any rate, and for that purpofc gava 
him immediately eleven hundred and fevcntjf 
pounds, and yet notwithftanding that great fum 
of money, the villain gave her only the copies^ 
and kept the originals to ^et another fum for 
them from the carl's enemies \ for which being 
tried and convi£ted> he was condemned to pes • 
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petual imprifonxneiit, fined three thoufand pounds 
two whereof wel^ to be paid to the countefs^ 
and feotenced to fland two hours with his ears 
nailed to the pillory with this infcription on his 
breaft, * A wicked cheats forger axid impoftor/ 
///>?. Eng. 

A merchant in Sweden, whofe name was WoI« 
hngty having gained a great eftate^ took an af<» 
fe^on to a poor man's (on in the town where 
he lived, and without any confideration but his 
fervice made him his apprentice, and when he 
was out of his time, lent him money to trade 
for himfelf, in which he was fo fucceisAil, as in 
a ihort time to arrive to a plentiful eftate. He 
ftill carried it fb fair to his mafter, tit^ S^irhen 
he died, he left this his former iervant ible ex- 
ecutor, with the management of an eftate of 
fixteen thouland pounds for the benefit of three 
children, one fon, and two daughtiers, he left 
behind him. The merchant being dead, the 
executor married the eldeft daughter, and gave 
iiimfeif three thoufand pounds with her; the 
other After bv ill pradUces (as it was aftervrards 
fufpefted) fell into a confumption, made her wil^ 
gave her three thoufand pounds to her fiflaer, and 
died. Being thus poflefled of fix dunifancf poimdi^ 
cfhh mafter'a eftate, his bufmefi was to get the 
te& ; to that end, under pretence of sreat kind** 
iMifi, he fenst the fon to be his bStor beyond fea^ 
but fo contrived the matter v/ith the mafter of 
Che fliip in which he went, that he vtras fold it 
Have into TVurkey, and foon after a report was 
fprcad that he died at Livouma in Italy. Now 
the executor, in right ^of his wife, is mafter of 
the H^icJe eftatC) lived and enjoyed his pleafunv 
- - . J while 
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Vrhile hit poor brothcr-in-Uiw underwent a fni> 
ferahle flttvcrv tmom the fiarbariani. l*hrec 
years were eiapfcd Itncc the ^ung inan left 
Sweden, and a brief txsing read in the executor*! 
parilh church for the redemption of flavet out of 
Algiers, which fct forth thctr miferable conditiont 
it ftruck this executor to the heart, confcience 
flew in his face, and the horror of what he had 
dcino to his gcKxl nudler's only Ton, and by mar^ 
riage, his brother, kindled fuch a fire in hk 
breaft, that he could neither eat or drink, or 
flcep, andihortly after, thinking death approach^ 
in|{, he Tent for the chief Macifirate of the town 
with the minifter, confcfled his fault, save mo- 
ney into their hands to redeem young WolfangCf 
and thirteen thoufaiid pounds to give him at nia 
return. When, of a iudden, he recovered hb 
liealth to admiration \ but his wife grieving for 
what her brother had Atflercd, died quickly after» 
and his two children within a year \ he hved tiU 
hli brother returned to his native countrv, and 
having delivcreii into his Imnds all his fatfier left 
behind him, he rclaplcd into his former diftomi* 
per, made his will, and gave WoUange cverjr 
|ienny of hi» whole etlate, to recompcnce the in* 
jury he had dune, and died a fmcere penitent* 
Sxutd. HijK 

Riclwrd Smith of Shirford, in the county of 
Warwick, efquirc, havinfr, an only daughter 
named Margurot, and being out of hopes of 
male iflue, treated of a match with Sir John Lit- 
ticton of Kr»nkley, in the countv of Worccfter, 
between his dsuchtcr and Wtlljum IJttltton, 
third fon of Sir John, and f>flercd to fettle all his 
iuids ill revcrUon after his death, in defeat of 
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•tfaer ifliie, upon William and Margaret, and 
their heirs b^otten in lawful wedlock ; but in 
cafe they Ihould have no ifliie, then the land 
ihould return to his own lawful heirs. On thefe 
terms the marris^e was agreed on, and deeds of 
iettlement being drawn, Mr. Smith left them 
with Sir John Littleton to have them engroiTed, 
and ready to feal on a certain day appointed 
for that purpofe. According Mr. Smidi came 
to Frankley, and as the deeds were reading, ia 
comes Sir John Littleton's keeper very abn^)tlyy 
and acquaints the gentlemen there prefent, that 
there was a brace of fat bucks in the park ; where* 
upon Sir John, who laid the plot, entreated Mr. 
iSmith to feal the writings vnthout reading them 
any further, protcfting they were the fame to a 
tittle with the draught he left with him. Mr. 
Smith meaning no ill, fufpe£led none, fealed the 
writings, and went into the park with his own 
dogs to courfe the bucks, a fport he much de«- 
lighted in. The two children, for they were 
J>ut each nine years old, were married, and lived 
with Sir John till about fix years after, and then 
tiie youth Ming from a horfe, died. Where- 
upon Mr. Smith reiblved to take his daughter 
Jiome to him : But Sir John, intending to marry 
her to his fecond fon George, refufed to deliver 
her, for he had fo contrived the deed of fettle* 
nient,that for want of iflrue,the lands were to come 
to that fon, contrary to all intents and purpofes 
•to the firft Agreement. But iee what attended 
;this fraud and juding: Thefe lands dcfcended 
from Gilbert to John, and from him to the 
Crown, as being one of the contpiraton with 
the ead of Efiex in the forty fecond of queea 

Elizabeth^ 
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liiMbethi ho died in prifon. Muriel widow to 
the faid Tohn, petitioned Jamet I. to have thdb 
Itnds reitored, and obtained it ( but (he appro* 
hcnding that Iho fliould he involved in Aiita at 
law with Mr. Smithi Told them to rcijeant Hdo 
an eminent lawyer \ he divided them among hit 
five fonii who confumcd them in luwing one 
againft another about the dividend : And as none 
ct the ifliie of Gilbert Littlctont to whom thejr 
defcended by the fraudulent conveyance, do en- 
joy one foot of them ( fo 'tii remarkable, that 
the fon and heir of Georfce bv the fame Margarcti 
vis. Steven Littleton of Hol()cach in Worcefter- 
fliire, waa followed by a very hard fate, for l)eing 
one of the confpirators in the Gtinpowdcr Trea- 
fon» in the fecond of Janicn i. he loft his life 
and eftate. Du^daU^t Antiq. ff^afwUi/hirf. 

Earl Godwin in the reign of Kdwnrd the con« 
feflbri coveting the rich and well fttuatcd Nun* 
ncry of Berkky, in the counter of (tloccfterp 
contrived to get it for himfclf m this nmnner. 
He left a handfumc young man »nu)ng the nuns, 
to be recovered from an indirpofition, au it was 
pretended, ho then lay under} hut he fhortly 
gave fuch proofs of the flrcngth of his conftitutinn, 
as to get fcvcral of the nuns with child. This 
being done, he repaired to the curl to trll him 
the lucccrs of his rntci"j>riy.e. The ctuU who 
Irad contrived this hufiticiii, complained of it to 
the Iciiigt as a horrid abufc and rcpi ouch to (ho 
onler. Officers were fent down to make iiupii- 
fiiion of the M port, who returneil it to Iw true, 
'i'hc nuns were, turned out, and the convait, 
with its revenue, being cfehratcd to the crown, 
were gnuitcd m lay kc to carl Ciodwin, ns a 

gratuity 
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nmtuity for making the difcovery. Full. Cb, 

A good likdy (brt of a man» that had been 
many yean footman to one Mr. Wickham, a 
rich gentleman at Banbury in Oxfordffaire* 
came to London, zfxi, took a lodging at a 
bakehoufet over-againft Arundel-ftreet in the 
Strand. The baker * being asked by his lodger 
what countryman he was, replyM, that he was 
of Banbury j the other, mighty glad to meet 
with his countryman, was wonder^y fond of 
the baker } adding, that fince he was of Ban- 
bury, he muft n^ls know Mr. Wickham, or 
have heard of his name. The baker, who indeed 
was very well acquainted with that gentleman's 
fim^y, tho* he had been abfent from Banbury 
fifteen or twenty years, was very glad to hear 
news of it ; but was perfedly oveijoyed when 
he was informed that the man he was talking 
with was Mr. Wickham himfelf. This produces 
great refped on the fide of the baker, and new 
teftimonies of friendfhip from the iham Wick- 
ham : The fitmily muft be called up, that Mr. 
Wickham might fee them, and they muft drink 
a glafs together to their friends at Banbury, and 
take a pipe. The baker did not in the leaft 
doubt his having got Mr. Wickham for his 
lodger i but yet be could not help wondering 
that he fliould fee neither footman nor port- 
mantle* He therefore made bold to ask him, 
hpw a man of his eftate came to be unattended? 
The pretended Wickham making a fign to him 
to fpeak foftly, told htm that his fervants were 
in a place where he could eafily find them when 

• Thii baker wat kaoim to be a rich maat 

ho 
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he wanted them ; but that at preTent he muft 
be very careful of being known, becaufe he caoM 
up to town to arreft a merchant of London* 
who ow'd him a great fum of money, and waa 
juft ^oing to breiuc : That he defured to be in- 
cogmto, for fear he fliould mifs hit ftroke» and 
lb begg'd he would never mention hit name» 
The next day Mr. Wickham went abroad to 
take bii meafures with a comrade of his own 
ifaunpt about playing their parti in concert : Ic 
waa concluded between them, that this latter 
Ihould go for Mr. Wickham'a fervant, and como 
privately from time to time to fee his maftcrt 
and attend upon him. That very night the fer« 
vant came, and Mr. Wickham looking at liia 
own dirty neckcloth in the glaff , was in a great 
rage at him for letting him be without moncvy 
linnen, or any other conveniencies bv his ncgu« 
gence, in not carrying his box to tnc waggon 
at the due time, which would caufc a delay of 
three davs* I'his was faid aloud while the baker 
was in tne next room, on purpofe that he might 
bear it. T his poor deluded man hereupon runa 
immediately to his drawers, carries Mr* Wick* 
ham the bcft linnen he had in the houfe, begg'd 
him to honour him To much as to wear it, and 
at the fame time lays down fifty guineas upon 
his table, that he might do him tnc favour to ac-* 
cept of them alfo. Wickham at fiid rcfufcd 
cliem, but with much ado was prevailed upon. 
As foon as he had got this money, he made up 
a livery of the fame colour as the true Mr. Wick- 
ham's, gave it to another pretended footman, 
and brought a box full of goods, as coming tVom 
Cho Banbury waggon. Tlie baker more fatis- 

fy'd 



1 20 Cheats euminghf contrived. 

ffd than ever that tic had to do with Mr. Wick- 
haniy and confequently with one of the richeft 
and noMeft gendemeh in the kingdom, made it 
more and more his bufineft to give him frefli 
marks of his profound refpefi; and zealous af- 
kSHon, To be fliort, Wtckham made a fluft to 
get of him a hundred and fifty guineas, befides 
Sie firft fiftjs for all i^ch he gave him his 
note. Three weeks after the beginnmg of diis 
adventure, as this rogue was at a tavern, he was 
ieised with a violent head-ach, with a burning 
fever, and great pains in all parts of his body* 
As foon as he found himfelf ill, he went hoinc 
to his lodging to bed, where he was waited upon 
by one of his pretended footmen, and affifted in 
every thing by the good baker> who advanced 
whatever money was wanting, and pafled his 
word to the * dolors, apothecaries, and every 
body dfe. Mean while Wickham grew worfc 
and worfe, and about the fifth day was given 
over. The baker, griev'd to the heart at the 
melancholy condition of hb noble friend, thought 
himfelf bound to tell himy tho' with much re- 
gret, what the dodiors thought of him. Wick- 
ham receivM the news as calmly as if he haft 
been the beft chriftian in the world, and ftiUy 
prepared for death. He defircd a minifter might 
be fent for, and received the communion the 
iame day. Never was more refignation to the 
will of God ; never more piety, more zeal, or 
more confidence in the merits of Chrift. Next 
day the diftemper and the danger increafmg very 

• He WM ViTited by Dr. Lowrther tad Dr. Smttb, two ^ -dit 

moft emiaeot phyficiam in London, 

much^ 
I 
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nuich, tl)(* iiiipciilor 4ul(l (lie hafcrr* th;it if WiS 
Hot nioih»h Id li»4vc (.tkcn cue ol' his foul, lio 
iUi}.;!it .lilt) to (ct liiN wotMly .itl'.u n in ohlrr ; .(n>l 
fi) ildiirJ iluit he niif;lit iiukr lii.H will, while ho 
W.IN vi'l ruiiiul ill initul. A Ciiivciui ihcul m: 
WAS uiinudiiUrly {\w\ lut, ;uul liii will fn.i«lr ,\\\\ 
(m\\\ \\\ all (ho hums hrlure fcveiJ wiiiuHl.u 
Wiikhiun hy iIhn difiMifcd <>(' ult his (-{latts iv.il 
mul pcrfunalv ji wil^ coaclKN, te.iiir>, \m:v ht'iH-i 
ol' I'lKh ;iiul i'iu h ('(>](. III5,-, ptiek.s oriinuihl-, uady 
nicinuy, ^.'. a lutiWc wii'i .ill .i|)purii'n,uu rs ui.J 
de|H-lulciu ii-s to thr hakct^ aliifll .til hi:, linin-i) 
to the wile \ iivc hnnJiiJ j'.iiin< ..«. h» iIm ii i lit tl 
Ion i ei^^'it huiuhvd ^Miinr.p. to ihc h'lii tl.ti:.;'!- 
tetn • (wo hiituliol to the piiloii th.it. h.i'l (otii- 
tiuted hitn in liin rK-km (:< ; t\v^o htiMiiud to en h 
{\i the (h)(!lnt.s, ;u)<i oiu! hundu-il lo llic ;ipi>iiii'' 
ctry ( Hity ^'.uincaN atui mouinioir (0 (M( h ol l.l'i 
footmen, iiltv to einh.ilni hjim hlty l<>r hi, loil'm, 
two hutkluil to h.m)*, \\v hiiii((* v\iih Miiiiintii", 
Uiul ti> (let'i.iy ilie if ll (.1 tin- il),nj'.« •. o( In. m- 
teimcnt : A hiui«ln'il v-miIikm*. lor pi i\«"i, h.iilMnil'«, 
('(-arve.i, uihl ^oLl lin^.-. \ iiuii a (li.iiMcinl t«» Iik!) 
a IVienJ, huh an uiauM tot'othu. Niiihin;; 
more nohle, noiliiii'. nwwe I'.ntioir.. 'ri.i-. ilon? 
Wiikhani talleil iln ImI.«'i to l.im. lo».|.i| him 
ami his whole l.tinily wiih hiixiiu'ti >ir, .unl tt I,| 
hitn« that iiuhK-.Ii.itily ..!u-i his ihi. .il<-, h<- h.:i| 
nothing to do hut to |,>i) Ui tho la A \< i' luinii nM 
in the will, who w.i.s ;u.ipuiii)tul v.it'i .dl Iiis .il 
taiiNy and woul 1 ^'.ive hjiii li.ll lulliuciioi/. IiovV 
to pM)eecd. I'uhnily alui iliis my jMMthhi.iit 
hdlH into coiivulllohN aii«l die. 'i'h.* h.il.n .it 
ilrll llionp.hl (ll iKitldiijj; hul l.ui,ii;}\ lum with 
«II the pi'ii.p im.4 iiiahle, .t«»iilih- to \\\r will; 
Vol.. I. (J He 
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He hung aJl the rooms in his houfe, the ftair- 
vcafc, and the entry, with mourning: He gave 
orders for making the rings, cloaths, coffin, &c. 
He fent for the cmbalmer : In a. word, he omit- 
vted nothing that was ordered by the deceafed 
to be done. Wickham was not to be in- 
terr'd till the fourth day after his death, and 
every thing was got ready by the fecond. The 
baker having got this hurry ofF his hands, had 
now time to go look for the lawyer, before he 
laid him in the ground. After having put the 
body into a rich coffin, cover'd with velvet and 
plates of filver, and fettled every thing elfe, he 
began to confider that it would not be improper 
to reimburfe himfelf as foon as poffible, and take 
pofleffion of his new eftate : He therefore went 
, and communicated this whole afFair to the law- 
yer. This gentleman .was indeed acquainted with 
the true Mr. Wickham, had all his papers in his 
hands, and often receiv'd 'letters from him. He 
was ftrangely furpriz'd to hear of the ficknefe 
and death of Mr. Wickham^ from whom he had 
heard the very day before ; and we may eafily 
-imagine the poor baker was much more fur- 
. priz'd, when he found that in all likelihood he 
was bit. 'Ti$ not hard to conceive the difcourfe 
-that paflcd between thefe two. . To .conclude, 
the baker was thofoughly convinced by feveral 
; circumftances, too tedious to relate here, that 
^the true Mr. Wickham was in _pcrfcft health, 
and that the man he. took for him was thegreat* 
. eft villain and moft conipletc hvpocritc that ever 
t lived. Upon this he immediately turn'd the 
.rogue*s body out of the rich coffin, which he 

fol4 
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fold for a third imrt uf what it coft him : All the 
CTAdcrmen that had lieen employ 'd towunU tlic 
burial, had compaflion on the baker, and took their 
thingM again, too' not without fomc lofsi to him. 
They dug a hole in a corner of St. Clement *:i 
church-yard, where they threw in hit body with as 
little ceremony u« poflible. I was an eve-witncfi ot' 
moil of the things which I have iiere related, 
und (hall leave the reader to make his own re- 
fle£tionH upon them. I have been afliircd from 
fevend hands, that the baker has flnce had hit 
lofs pretty well made up lo him by t'le gencrn- 
fity of the true Mr. wickham, tor whi»fc faLc 
the honeft man had been fu opcn-hcartcd. AHj* 
JoH*s Mmoirs. 
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Of cbildrm dutiful degenerate ami lifi^ 
mturai 

THKY who can wholly ncpr|c£V, orrentilJy 
and careldily pcilorm the duty thi-y owo 
to their parents, will foon foru;t t what ihcy owe 
to CichI and their country. Kclative duties .ire 
the firll (lep-s to a fair charadter in the world, 
und a confcient!i)UH performance of thtMU has a 

f^ood title to the choiceft ble(rmt!;s it c;m beftow \ 
»ut they that by vicious lives depenrrutc from the 
virtues of their ancertors, are iiuins to their fa* 
• miJics, and a reproach to themfclvcs, but efpe- 
G a cuilly 
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daily undutiful and unnatural children ; for they 
are wretched excrefcences, that ought to be cut 
away, for fear of propagating monfters in the 
world. 

Boleflaus IV. king of Poland, had fo great a 
veneration for his fatiier's memory, that he al- 
ways wore his picture in a plate of gold in his 
bofom; and when he was to confult, or do any 
thijig of weight, would take out the pi<5hire, 
and faluting it, would fay, ' My dear ikther^ 

* God grant I may do nothing unbecoming the 

* name of thy fon.' Cauf, Hcly Court, 
Pomponius Atticus, making a funeral oration 

at the celebration of his mother's funeral, fo- 
lemnly protefted, that in fixty-feven years he 
was never reconciled to her, becaufe, faid he, in 
all that time we never had jarr or difference, 
afld therefore na caufc of reconciliation. Plut. in 
Vita Attici. 

When Antipater had wrote long letters of 
complaint to Alexander the Great, againfthis mo- 
ther Olympias ; Alexander faid, ' The duty of 
' a -fon is not to be cancell'd by the tefty hu- 

* mour of a mother i nor does Antipater know, 

* that one tear falling from my mother's eyes, 
^ is able to deface fix hundred of his beft com- 

* poftd epiflles.' 

In the unhappy civil wars between D£tavius 
and Antony, Metellus the fon was for .tlie for- 
mer, and his father Metellus for the latter ^ and 
ijn the vidory at the battle of Adium b^g takea 
prifoner, was brought before OcSbvius to l\?ve 
the fentcnce of death pronounced againft hi.m. 
Metellus the /on knew him, tho* much broken 
hv %row and confinement, and ran, with tear^ 

of 
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of joy in his eyes, into his father's arms, and 
turning to Oftavius, faid, ' This thy enemy 

* has forfeited his life, but I h:ivc merited a re^. 

* ward for the fcrvicc I have done thee in war ; 

* I intrcat thee therefore give this venerable aged 
< man his life, and put me to d.*ath inilead of 

* him/ Oftavius moved by his filial piety, 
(tho* he had been a confiderable enemy) fiivc 
the fon the life of his father. Lon, Theat, 

T. Manlius was the fon of a four ',md un\y.^- 
rious father, who baniflied him his houfc as a 
blockhead, and a fcandal to tlie family : Tliii 
Manlius hearing that his father's life was in que- 
ftion, and a day fet for his tryal, went to the 
tribune that was concern'd in the caufe, and dif- 
courfed him about it. The tribune told him the 
appointed time, and withal (as an obligation up - 
on the young man) that his cruelty to his Ton 
would be part of his accufation : Manlius, up^Ti 
this, takes the tribune afide, and prefcntin^r a 
poinard to his bread, * Swear, fays he, that you 

* will let this caufe fall, or you (hall have thb» 

* dagger in the heart of you ; and now 'tis at 

* your choice, which way you will deliver my 

* father.' The tribune fwore, and kept his 
word ; and made a fair report of the wliolc mnt- 
tcr to the council. Seneca s Morah. 

Carcallus a certain African, of an nnihitlotiM 
mind and a working head, by infmuatitifz; him- 
felf into the cftcem of the people, was cIk.Iv n to 
a high placj of honour, ajui by accident fcnt 
embaflaJor into a place whither his father and 
others were baniflicd. 'I'iiis poft had blown him 
up to fuch a height of pride, that he rcfufcd to 
fee his fathsr, tho' at his earned rcqucil j which 
G 3 fo 
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to enraged his unfortunate father, that gathering 
together a number of his friends, he made an in-^ 
furre<Stion ; fell defperately upon his fon, tho' 
under a public charadcr, took him prifoner, fen- 
tenced him to death, hang'd him upon a high 
gibbet, drefs'd him in gold and fcarlet, with a 
crown upon his head, and &ftened him to the 
gibbet, as an objed for the multitude to gaze at. 
Juflin, 

Tullia, daughter of Ser\'ius Tullius king of 
the Romans, and wife to Tarquinius Superbus, 
with her husband, formed a confpiracy againft 
her father, and Tarquin watching his opportuni^ 
ty in the fenate-houfe, threw him down head- 
long from the top of the ftairs to the bottom; his 
fervants took him up almoft dead, and as they 
were carrying him home to his palace, in order, 
if it were poflible, to recover him ; others in 
the fame confpiracy murder'd him in the Cyprian 
llreet. Tullia had been in the fenate-houfe to 
give her husband joy of being king, and return- 
ing home happened to go that way. The coach- 
man aftonifh'd at the fight of the corps of the 
murder'd king lying in the middle of the ftreet,. 
ftop'd his coach in a horrible fright. Tullia look- 
ed out of her chariot, and perceiving what the 
matter was, commanded the coachman to drive 
the wheels of her chariot over the body of her 
murdered fether, whieh was accordingly done. 
Liv. Hiji. 

The emperor Nero had feveral times, but in 
vain, attempted to poifon his mother ; he there- 
fore contrived falfe roofs fupported by an engine, 
which being taken away the floors might fell, 
and crufli her to death while fee was aflcep ; but 

being. 
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being alfo diruppointcd in that, aiul fcvrral other 
ftrataffcmHf he committed the murder of his mo- 
ther Agrippina to Amicctun, one of his ceniu- 
rioiw, who hiiiiiR others fit for that piirpiife* 
went to the Villa of Agrippina, finroundnt the 
houfe, hroke open the d(»or, ;ind with hift fvvord 
in \m hand went to her hed- fule. She appre- 
hending what he came for, (h%*wM him her hrU 
ly, and hid him wound her in that part whii !i 
had brought forth fuch a harl>arotm monil(M as 
Nero wa» : After many woutuls (he died, wwA 
Nero coming to view her corp«i, took her \\\nh% 
into his hands» commending fume, and difpLiii- 
ing the make and (hape of others. Then he 
raufed her belly to be rip*d open, that he mi^^ht 
fee the place where fomctimc he lay, and hein[r 
thirfty, was fo \mconccn/d at the hideous fight, 
that he drank in the fume room, and then de- 
parted, faying, * He did not tliink he had hiui 
* fo fine a woman to his mother.* Suet. inNnofu 
Orodes king of Parthia, who conquered Craf« 
fui) and killed him in the field of battle, grow- 
ing old, his fon Phrantcs thought he lived too 
long, and therefore caufcd a dofc of poifon to he 
given him, but not hcinfi; (Irong enoujih. It turn- 
ed to a purge, and did Jnm good. His hloody- 
minded fon, enrai^ed at this difappointmrnr, 
caufed him to he ftiflcd puhlickly •, then iillrnil - 
od the throne, and fen<iing back the enii^ruN and 

Elundcr of GrafTui's hentcn armv to AugulhiM, 
e in return Tent him a very fine Itnlian la<ly tt> he 
his miftrefi, of whom he hegot his fon Phrataec^, 
who, when he e.unc to years of maturitv, hv tlnr 
advice and afliflance c»f his mother, munleird 
his father, mounted the throne, anil exemplified 
the copy his father had fct him. Lipj\ AUftit. 

G 4 Sic 
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Sir Edward Leptwich, one of the judges of 
the Common Pleas, told Sir P. Pett, that when 
fie was recorder of Chefter, a gentleman in that 
rounty, who had two fons, entailed an eftate 
upon the elder, and enjoin'd him not to cut oflF 
the entail, but let it defccnd to his brother if he 
ihould die without male iffue, which the eldeft 
brother feithfully promifed ; but the younger bro- 
ther fufpefiing, notwithftanding his promife, that 
lie had an inclination not to do it ; i^ they were 
taking a walk in the field, made ufc of that op- 
portunity to requeft his brother not to dock the 
( ntail to his prejudice, but let it remain as his 
iLtluT had fettled it. His brother, in great (hew 
of kindnefs, faid, * Brother, if ever I cut off the 
^ entail^ I wifli that bull, (pointing to one in the 
• field) or fome other may kill me.' However, 
for reaibns beft known to himfelf, he did cut ofF 
the entail, and not long after walking in the 
{\xm^ field again, was there aflaulted and gored, 
to death by a bull. 



CHAP. XXII. 

Of clemency J commiferalion and pity. 

BY how much the greater and better men are, 
fo much the more are they inclined to (hew 
mercy, and commiftrate the deplorable condition 
of thofe that fland in need of it. A great foul 
will do all in his power to conquer and fubdue 
his enemies, and after that will double his con- 
queft, by extending his clemency to thofe whom 

he 
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he had power to dcftroy. *'V\$ a matter of great 
difficulty to dctcrmific which of thcfc adh, ei- 
ther of valour or mercy, redound moil to his 
honour 5 tho' fome without hcfitafion give the 
crown to clemency^ as a virtue that moil rc- 
femblcs the deity. Revenge and criielty, where 
men caiuiot rcfift, is offering violence' to human 
nature, and ufurpin^ t'nit of devils. Juftice ne- 
ver appears in a hriglucr orb, tlum when it is 
intermixed with mercy. 

Agcftlaus the tSpartan general was fo humane 
and merciful, that he conunanded his f.ldiers not 
to treat their prifoners hardly ; but t > ufe tliem 
with the fame refpcdt and civility, uh themfclyes 
would defire if they were in the like condition. 
SahtL 

Titus Vcfpafmn, wlio was jufHy ftilcd tho 
delight of mankind, took the office of fupremc 
pontificate, that he mifiht not be concerned in 
blood, or inffidiin^ ptn)iffmuMUs upon offendns ; 
and as often as c.Uile of revenge was ottered him, 
he conffantly declinM ir, faying* ^ lie had rather 

* be killed liimfelf, than that any man fliould pe- 

• ri(h by his confent or procurement.* LipJ\ 
Mouit. 

Widomore, vifcount of Limoges, h.\virig;fi)unil 
a great treafure of gold and illver under ground^ 
fcnt a confulerable part of it to our king Ri- 
chard I. whici) he rehiied, and laid claim to the 
whole, ns found in his dominions. Widomore rc- 
fufing to comply with his demand, the king bcv 
ficgcd hii caftle, where he imaginM the tiejfmv 
was hid. 'i*hofe within the (ufflc defended ihenr 
fclves, and king Richard g<»ing with hi.s ^^ciin.il 
about the caflle, to i'uul in what place to malo: 

c; 5 tiif 
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the aflault, Bertram de Gourdon (hot a barbed 
arrow from the walls, that hit the king in the 
arm with fuch a deadly force, that he was im- 
mediately carried off to his lodgings ; however, 
the caftle was taken, and all put to the fword 
but Bertram, who was preferved by the king's 
fpecial command. The arrow was drawn out 
with great torment, but the head was left be- 
hind, which being cut out by unskilful furgeons, 
fo mangled his arm that he defpair'd of life : 
And having difpofcd of his eftate to his brother 
carl John, he commanded that Bertram Aiould 
be brought before him, of whom he demanded 
what injury he had done him tjiat provoked him 
to do that mifchief. Bertram anfwer'd, ' Thou 

* haft killed my father and my two brothen, 

* with thy Qwn hand, and now thou wouldft 

* have killed me alfo ; take what revenge thou 
'^ wilt, I {hall willingly endure the utmoft* cruelty 

* thou canft inflift upon me, fince I have killed 

* thee that liaft done fo much mifchief in the 

* world.' The king, notwithftanding his rough 
anfwer, freely forgave him his death, caufed him 
to be fct at liberty, and a hundred fhillings fter- 
ling to be given him. Hj/f. Eng. 

Julius Caefar is as renown'd in hiftory for his 
extraordinary clemency as his great viftories. 
Cornelius Phagita, one of Sylla's bloody agents, 
having furprized him in his retirement, and with 
much ado let him efcape at the price of twota- 
lents ; when it was in Caefar's power to take a 
dire revenge, yet he would do him no injury, 
laying, * .He could not be angry with the wind 

* and waves, when the ftorm was at an end.' 
He pardoned his utter enemy Domitius, and gave 

him 
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him his life, liberty and eftate. After hia decifive 
vidlory at Pharfulia, he ullowed eveiy one of hia 
foldiera to fave one of Pompey*8 Party \ and by 
proclamation liccnfed all that he had not then 
pardoned to return into Italy, and freely enjoy 
their pofleflionft, dignities and commands without 
moleftation. And when he had notice of l*om- 
pey's death, by the bafc treachery and barbarity 
of Ptolom^ king of Kgypt, was (i) far from re* 
joicuig at It, that he {\\vA rears of forrow for the 
lofs of fo great a n\an, and purfucd his murder- 
ers with blootl and flaughter, till he had ruincil 
them and their country. Lipf, Afonit, 

Louis XII. when duko of Oilcims, was fc 
verely iierfecuted by Charles VIII. tht: tluii kin;?. 
of Fiance, who put him in prifon ; and moil of 
the nobility and populace complying witii the 
. times, declared alio againit this uJifortunate 
prince, tho' next heir to the crown. Charles 
dying fuddenly, Louis afccndi the throne, witli- 
out taking any notice of the injuries and difho- 
flours lie had formerly fuftain'd ; infonuich that 
one that had been conftajit and faithful to him in 
all conditions, begging the eftate of a citizen of 
Orleans, who lud been his notorious enemy> 
the king anfwer'd, • Ask what elfc you pleafe 

• of me, and I will foon convince you, that 1 

• put a real value on your merits, and will re- 

• ward the faithful fervices of my friends ; but 

• difcourfe no more of this, for the king of 

• France will not revenge the indignities ofFer'd 

• to the duke of Orleans.' And further dcclar'd, 
that none of the dead king's councellors, officci-s 
or guards Ihould lofe their employments ; but 
be kept hi the lame honours, and under the fam.^ 

G6 fa. 
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falarics, which they had when the late king was 
living. ILid. 

When Alexander the Great faw Darius mur- 
derM by his fcrvants, he broke out into tears, and 
pulling off his own upper garment, fprcad it over 
the body of Darius, and afterwards attiring his 
corps with robes of majefty, fent him to his mo- 
ther Sifigambis, to be intombed among his royal 
predeceflbrs, with a funeral pomp agreeable to 
ib great a monarch as the king of Perfia. S^int. 
Curt. Hijl. 

Flavius Vefpafianus the Roman emperor, was 
fo full of commifcration and pity, that he never 
rejoiced at the death of the worli of his enemies. 
He would grieve and afflifl: himfelf when he fen- 
tcnced any to death, tho' the greatncfs of their 
crimes and the public fafety requir'd it. Suet. 



CHAP. XXIII, 
Of confciencey the force and efeSJs of //. 

SO wonderful is the power of confcicncc, that 
it will bear itfelf up againft all oppofitlon \ 
and tho' men, to gratify their finful lufts or fen- 
fual appetites, may filence it for a while, vet it 
will nnd a time to fpeak fo loud, that it will be 
heard in defpite of all endeavours to ftifle it. 
'Twill make us betray and fight againft our- 
fclves ; and for want of other witncffes, give 
evidence againft its owner. 

Bcflus the Paeonian being reproach 'd with ill- 
(Vature, for pulling down a neft of young fpar- 

rows, 
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rowji, and killin{( thcin, nnfwcrM, • That he 
^ lutJl rcafoti (o to vio, I>cc4urr thcfr little birJi 
^ nnvrr ccurcil fallHy tc<» uccvirc* him of thr mur- 
* iicr of hin father.* This pniiicidr hml bvcn till 
then conccitKnl and unknowiu hut the revenging 
ftiry t»f confv'iiMKe euiifed it to he difcovcrM by 
hiinfelff who was julUy to futVer for it. M^n^ 

King Kivh;ud IH. uAcr he had niuidcr'd hiii 
inniK'ent royal nephewN, wuh fo tormented in 
confciencc, nsi Sir Thomas Mwrc rei>ort« from 
the (gentlemen of hit bed chamher« tnat he had 
no peace or (|\iiet \\\ himfcif, b\it alwayii cai rial 
it JM if fonte nnminent dan|);er was near him. lie 
wore a (hirt of mall, and would Irecpiently lay hii 
hand upon hi.s daugiiM', locking at furioully aii if 
ho wan ready to ftrike. He had no nidct m hit* 
mind bv day« nor could take any reft by night 1 
but moll IM with terrifying dreantd, would Oart 
out of hJM hed| and run like a diOraded man 
about hiM chamber. St$Wi*i AhHtth* 

Into the fame fearful ap;onieii fell the emperor 
NerO| at>er he had murdered hiii mother Agrip- 
pina I Kenneth king of Scotlandi after he hmi 
fullieil hia fame by tho nturder of prince Mal- 
ctdm hin nephew, with many other example! of 
the pi)wer of confciencc. 

LyncciicR accufcd of u confniracyagainft Alex* 
ander» the da^ that he wan brought before the 
army% accordmg to the cuftom, to be heard 
what he could fay for hlmfelfi had prepared a 
Audiod fpeechi of which haggling and fiammer** 
ing he pronounced fome wordu \ but (lill being 
nu)rc pcrplexMi whiKl flruggling with hin me- 
mory 1 and endctivouring to recolle<it himfelf of 
what ho had to fayi tho foldicm ncareil to him 

char({Jd 
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charg'd their pikes againft his breaft, and killed 
him, looking upon him as a convi£l;. His aflo- 
nifhment and filence ferved them for a confeflion. 
For having had fo much leifure to prepare him- 
felf in priu>n, they concluded it was not his me- 
mory that failed him, but that his confcience 
ty'd up his tongue, and ftopt his mouth : But I 
tnink they were very raft and unconfcientious 
judges. montaigrCs EJfays. 



CHAP. XXIV. 
Examples of conjlancy and inconftancy. 

LEVITY is pretty in an infant, a fliamc- 
ful defeA in men at maturity, and a mon- 
ftrous folly in old age; becaufe they feem to 
have lived to no purpofe, fmce they neither know 
what they are, or what they (hould be ; but like 
weather-cocks fbift the fcene as their fears or in- 
tereft drives them. This cautions other men not 
to truft them, becaufe they dare not truft or 
confide in themfelves, but are always fludhiating 
in uncertainties, efpecially if the ftorms of ad- 
verfity blow hard upon them ; but conftancy of 
ibul is like ballaft to a fliip, and keeps the man 
ki a due pdze betwixt the extremes of obftinacj 
and levity, and renders him fit to be a frienc^ 
and dreaded to be made an enemy. 

Pomponius, a Roman knight, being in Lu* 
cullus's army againft Mithridates, had the mis- 
fortune to be defperatelv wounded and taken pri^* 
ibner, and being brought before die king, he de- 
manded 
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manded if he (hould take care to cure him, ha 
would l>c his friend. To whom Pomponiut an- 
fwerM, * If he would be a friend to the people 

* of Rome, he would be fo to him, but if other- 
^ wife, notwithftanding any obligation he cotild 
« lay upon him, he niuft expcA him to be hit 

* mortal enemy/ FHlg9$. 

Sylla having made himfclf mafter of the city 
of Rome, and expelled his enemies, fummoned 
the fenate to meet, and came with an armed 
force, and demanded that C Marius (hould im- 
mediately be declared an enemv to the oeople of 
Rome I and which was very ftrange, there waa 
none found in that grave aflembly, that had cou- 
rage enough to oppofe his motion, but by their 
filence gave confent \ only Q^Scwola, the au^ur» 
being preiTed to declare his, mind, and terribly 
threatned by Sylla, if he (hewed any reludbncy, 
he then fpoke in this manner. * Tho' SylU, 

* thbu think'ft to terrify me with thy armed 

* troops, that hare encircled the fcnatc-houfe, 

* and have threatned me with death itfelf \ vet I 

* fcom to fave a little fuperannuated blood, by 

* pronouncing Marius an enemy to this eilatei 

* oy whofe valour and prudent conduct, not 

* only this city of Rome, but all Italy has been 

* prcferved.' kaltr. Max. 

C. Mevius^ a centurion under Ausuftus, In 
his war with Marc Antony, after the perfor- 
mance of many brave exploits, was taken pri- 
foner, and brouffht before Antony, who de- 
manded how he mould deal with htm. * Com- 

* mand me to be killed, faid Mevivis ( for nei- 

* ther the hopes of life, or the fear of death» 

* (hall make me ceafe to be Auguftus's foldieri 
^ or begin to bo thine.* IbU* 

Wbca 
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When the venerable Polycarpus was tempted 
by Herod the proconful to blafpheme Chrift, "he 
anfwer'd, * Eighty-fix years have I ferved him, 

* and in all that time he never did me injury, 

* and therefore in confcience I cannot reproach 

* my king and redeemer.' And being threatned 
with fire if he refufed to fwear by Caefar's for- 
tune, he reply 'd, ' 'l^is your ignorance that 
« makes this demand i for if you believe me to 

* be a chriftian, you know I cannot, dare not 

* do it.' Being at the fire they would luve 
chain'd him to the flake, but the pious and cou- 
rageous prelate cried out, ' L^t me {land in the 

* poflure I am in now, for my God who en- 

* ablcs me to endure the fire, will give me 

* flrength to continue fo in the midfl of the 

* flames without being chain'd.' And fo with 
his hands behind him flood flill, and received the 
crown of martyrdom. Felth, Refoves. 

Henry prince of Saxony being told by his bro- 
ther George, that if he would abandon the Pro- 
teflant religion, and embrace popery, he would 
leave him heir of all his dominions ; he made him 
this anfwer : * Rather than aft againfl my con- 
< fcience, I and my Kate, with each a flafF in 
« our hands, will beg our bread out of your tcr- 

* ritories.* Luth, Colloq, 

Marius junior managing the Roman wars with 
fticcefs, the people of Rome gave him the ho- 
nourable name of the fon of Mars, and ere<Slcd 
ftatucs to his immortal honour; but fee the 
ficklenefs and levitv of the giddy mob, for the' 
he flill employed the fame care and courage^ as 
formerly, yet no fooner did fortune change her 
(iaules into frowns, and put him under difap- 

pointments 
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puintmcnts and loflcs, but the Romans clmngcd 
their note, and in dcrifion called him the Ton of 
pufiUanimous Venus, and broke down all the 
monuments of his former viflories. Sabellic, 

The vicar of Bray in Berkfhire, being a Pa- 
pift under the reign of Henry VIII. and a Pro- 
toftant under Edward VI. a Papifl again under 
queen Mary, and a Protcftant in the reign of 
i|uecn Elizabeth ; he was reproached as the fcan- 
dal of his gown, by turning fo often from one 
relieion to another : * I can t help that, faid the 

* vicar, but if I changed my religion, I am fure 
^ I kept true to niy principle, which is to live 

* and die vicar of Bray.' FulU JVorth. 

The earl of Arundel, who lived in the days 
of Charles I. was a man of a very uncertain lm« 
mour, and fecm'd to live as in another nation. 
His houfe was the common refort of ftrangersy 
or thofe who afiedted to be thoueht fo \ he fome- 
times went to court, becaufe there only was a 
greater man than himfelf, and went but feldom, 
becaufe there was one greater than himfclf. He 
was willbg to be thought a fcholar, and a great 
antiquary, tho' he was almoft illiterate as to all 

1)arts of learning, and thought no hiftory fo con- 
iderable as what concerned his own family. He 
was thought rather to have no concern for re- 
ligion in general, tlian to incline to this or that 
party ; and as little afFc(Siion had he for the na- 
tion, from whence he withdrew as foon as the 
repofe thereof began to be difturb*d, and died in 
Italy, under that doubtful character of religion 
in which he lived. Hi/1. RebiL 

Nor can wc excufe the emperor Leopold I. 
from difcovering a very fickle humour in the fol- 
lowing 
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lowing inflance. Sir Bernard Gafcoign, in the 
year 1672, was envoy from the king of Great 
Britain to the emperor, to negociate a marri^e 
for the duke of York, with the archdutchefs 
Claudia Felidtas, daughter of archduke Ferdi- 
nand. The contract; was foon concluded, a!M 
the conditions agreed upon ; but when all was 
over, and the envoy about to return to Eng- 
land, the emprefs died in child-bed, and this ac- 
cident altering the emperor's refolutions, he fent 
for the envoy, and told him, * That now he 

* (hould have occafion to marry the archdutchefs 

♦ himfelf, therefore defired the duke would ex- 
•• cufe him, and provide himfelf widi another 
♦• wife.' In fliort, the emperor jnarried her on 
die 15th of Oftobcr following, in the City of 
Gratz in Stiria* Hiji^of Germ. 



CHAP. XXV. 

Of counfel and adfoice^. and' the ben^ whicb 
accrues by bearknit^ to it. 

SOME men would be wife, if tbcy did not 
think themfelves fo } for fuch a fond qpjnion 
of onesfelf hinders one from taking council of fuch 
as are qualified to give it. No man has his wits 
Hbout him at all times, nor is fit to advife him* 
fisif under every' intervening and unexpected ac« 
cident. In profperity men are too proud to be 
advifed, for they think they don't ftand in need 
of council, having a felf-fufficiency for their pi- 
ibfc In advcrfity men's wdttftwidings are ge- 
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ncrtilly fo clouded by wlat they feel or fear, that 
tliey arc unfit to aclvifc themfclvei, and there- 
fort (hould always be provided with a wtfii and 
faithful friend to aflift and direct them. It ia neU 
ther leflening a man*i grandeur, or a fign of in- 
capacity, to take council of otiien, but, accord- 
ing to Solomon, it the character of a truly wife 
man, 

A ftrangcr having publickly fuid, that ho could. 
teach Dionyflua, the tyrant of Syracufc, an in- 
falliMc way to find out and difcover »11 the con- 
fpiraciei hia fubjeAi ihould contrive againft him, 
if he would sive him a good fum of monev for 
hit paint \ Dionyfiua hearing of it, caufea the 
man to be brought to him, that he might learn 
an art fo neceflury to hia preiervation 1 and hav* 
jne aikM him by what art be might make fiich 
diicoveriet, the fellow made anfwer» * That all' 

* the art he knew, vraa, that Dionyfiua ihould 

* give him a talent, and afterwards boaft that 

* he had received a great fecret from him.' Dio- 
nyfiua liked the invention, and accordingly csaufed 
fix hundred crowns to bo counted out to him^ 
and this ferv'd as well to keep hia enemies in 
awe, as if it had been real. Atent. BJftiys. 

A certain great officer in a province of China, 
bavins for fome days applied himfelf to bufinefs, 
on a ludden (hut up his eates, and pretending to 
be fick, would admit no oody to fee or f|)eak to 
him. A Mandarin and friend of his, dreading 
die confccjuences of it, with much ado ^t leave 
to vifit him, and told him the great difcontent 
the city was in for want of difpatching hufincfs. 
The officer put him off with pVetciures of being 
indifpofcd in his health. * I ftc uo (^w^^^^t^% ^ 
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his miftrefs with the other ; but he abufing his 
Cruft) the other in revenge dcbauch'd his wife, 
which introduced a great feud between them} 
and their afFairi at length being brought before 
the fenate, a wife fenator advif<^ the kuiifliment 
of them bothy left their perfonal difierencei 
fhould terminate in a public infurreftion j but 
this good council was neglected, and now fee 
the imie of it. The relations and friends of the 
two young men took up arms on both fides ; and 
.in a whikf their broils rofe to fuch a height, that 
the whole xity was engaged in a civil war, that 
found no end till their ibte was utterly fubverted« 
FitX'hirb of Poland. 

Francis L king of France, defigning to march 
with his armv into Italy, called a council of war, 
to advife witn his officers, which way he fliould 
lead his forces over the Alps ) which Amaril the 
king's fool over-hearing, told them, * Thcv 
< mould rather confult how to bring them back 
^ again out oJF Italy, as being an affair of the 
* treateft importance/ Well h^ it been if they 
had taken the fooFs wife advice, for fcarce a man 
of them ever faw France again. Clarh's Mir. 

Three young men that had sot a great eftate 
in money by robbing on the ^as, retired to t 
city, with a refolution to Ifve honefter lives, and 
put their money into the hands of a banker, 
with mutual covenants, that he (hould deliver 
none of it, but when they were all three toge- 
ther. One of them told the reft, that there was 
occafion to lay out fome money for the advan- 
tage of them all, to which they confented. And 
as they were riding out one day to take their 
pJestfurCf -they called at the banker's boufe, and 

^ve 
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gave him orders to deliver to that perfon wliac 
money he demanded } they rode awav, and he 
demanded the whole fum, laid it on nis horfe, 
and rode quite Awav with it. I'he two others 
threatned to Tue the oanker, as dcliver'd in their 
nblence. He in great perplexity advifed with 
Gelliua Aretinua» a witty lawyer, who gave him 
advice to acknowledge he had the money, and 
was ready to pay it according to their written 
agreement, vie, when all three came together to 
receive it } but they never more (aw tne thir4 
roan, nor dkl the hstnker bear any more of their 
iiiit in law againft him. J. Tixt. Firiar, Hm* 
giranar. 

Don Pedro Ronquillo, the SpanUh embaflador^ 
at his firft audience of king James II. after the 
death of king Charles II. having obtained leave 
to fpeak his mind freely, told that king, < That 
■* he faw feveral priefts about his majefty that ho 

* knew would importune him to alter the efta- 
'* blifh'd religioxf in England ^ but orayed him 

* not to hearken to their advice, leait his maje- 
^ fty ihould repent it when it was too late to 
^ remedy it.' But the good council running con- 
trary to that king's dengns, he was difpleafed at 
it, and with a Httle too much heat asked the ^ 
embaflador, * Whether it was not cuftomary in 

* Spain to advife with their confelTors f * * Yea, 

* Sir, replyM the embaflador, we do fo, and 
' that's tne reafon our aifiurs fucceed fo ill.' Hijl. 
England. 
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CHAP. XXVI. 

Of courage exprejjed in words^ deeds and 
ccntempt of death. 

PUfillanimity, fear and cowardice, in their own 
natures invite injuries and enemies > for thofe 
of their own fize in point of valour, will run 
headlong upon an adverfary that has no defence 
but in a mean fubmiflion ; but a . courage- 
ous brave man is not to be dallied or jefted 
with. He defpifes a mean ant^onift, and (corns 
to engage, but where honour is the purchafe of 
apparent danger. He boggles at nothing but what 
is unjufti ungenerous or cruel, and in all heroic 
enterprizes, never fays Go, but Follow me ; for 
his great heart, like Caefar's, knows no mean be- 
twixt all, and nothing. 

A Spartan lady hearing her fqn complain that 
his fword was too ftiort, and that he wanted one 
a fize longer, (he made him this anfwer, * That 

* no weapon was too (hort for a man of true 

* courage, for advancing one ftep forward would 

* make it long enough to fervc his purpofe.* 
U Homme de Cour. Max, 

A perfon not mentioned in hiftory, having 
confpired to murder Malcolm, king of Scots, 
who was a truly valiant prince, the king took no 
notice of it, fo as to punifh the traitor by law ; 
but being one day a hunting, he fmgled Out the 
fellow, and taking him into a remote place from 
the reft of the company, faid, * Here is a con- 

* vcnient 
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vcnient time and place for thee to do that like 
a bold man, that thou dcfigncdft to do buf-ly 
and cowardiy : Draw thy fword then, and if 
thou canft kill me being alone, thou'rt out of 
danger of punifliment, becaufe there is no body 
.to accufe thee.' Thefe words being fpoken with 
1 undaunted courage, ftruck fuch a terror into 
le intended aflaffin, that he fell down at the 
ing's feet, and humbly begg'd his pardon ; which 
le king granting him, he became a very fer- 
iceable and faithful fubjeft to the king the re- 
taining part of his life. Bak. Chron. 

A Calao, who had been fpme time tutor to 

^'ham king of China, ingratiated himfelf into the 

ivour of that monarch, by afiing the part of a 

atterer, telling the king what he knew would 

leafe him, and omitting what was lit for him to 

now ; which generally offending the Chincfc> 

ne of the captains took the courage to go to 

!ie king, and kneeling before him, the king de- 

landed what he would have ? * Leave, faid the 

captain, to cut oft the head of a flattering 

courtier that abufes you.' ' And who is that 

man, faid the king?' ' The Calao that ftands 

near you, reply'd the captain.* * What, faid 

the king in a great paffion, wouldfl thou cut 

ofF his head, and in my fight too ? Take him 

from my prefence, and for his infolence chop off 

his head immediately.' The officers laying hold 

i|f him in order to execute the king's command, 

le laid hold of. a wooden balanfter, which, with 

heir pulling, and his holding faft, broke afun- 

ler ; and the king's anger by that time being 

ibated, he commanded they fhould let tlie cap- 

ain alone, and that the balanfter fliould be 

Vql. I. H tiiSxA^^ 
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mendedv and not a new one put in its place, that 
\% might remain to perpetuity, as a memorial that 
one of his fubjedh had the courage, and fidelity 
(with the hazard of his life) to advife the king 
what he ought to do for his own and his people's 
lafety. Alvarez, Semed» Hiji. China. 

Edward I. king of England, commanding fe* 
vcral of his Lords to go to the wars in Gafcoign, 
and they all making apologies to excufe tbem- 
felves, tiie king fell into fuch a paffion, that he 
fwore they fhould go^ or he would difpofe their 
lands to fuch as would. Humphrey Bohun earl 
of Hereford, and high-conftable of fengland, and 
Robert Bigod earl of Norfolk, lord-marfiial of 
England, being prefent, told the king, * They 

* were not obliged to go to war out of their 

* country, unlefi his msyefty went in perfon ; 
« and if he did they would attend him, but not 

* otherwife/ Whereupon the king in a great 
rage replyM, * By God, Sir Earl, you fhall ei- 

* • ther go or hang.' * By God, Sir King, faid 
< the earl-marfhal, I will neither go nor hang.* 
And fo went away without leave, aflembled 
many noblemen and other friends, and flood in 
their own defence ; and the king, like a prudent 
prince, infifted no more upon that matter, and 
the noblemen laid down their arms. Hiji. Eng. 

L. Sylla finding his army almoft broken to 
pieces, and ready to give way, in a battle againft 
Archdaus general of king Mitbridates, difinounC- 
cd, laid hold of an enfign, and nifh'd among his 
enemies, cr}dngout, < Here> Roman foidiers, I 
^ refolve to die, tho' you (hould leaVc me ; and 
« if any man hereafter (hall ask you how and 
^ ivhere you left your general i tell them you 

« left 
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* left him fighting alone in the field of Orcho- 

• menum.' The foldiers fhamcd with thcfc 
words, ftood their ground, renewed the fight, 
and won the vlftory. Fuljros. 

Henry carl of Holfatia, firnamed Iron, by rea- 
fon of his extraordinary ftrcngth and courage, 
being a favourite of Edward HI. king of Eng- 
land, was hated by the courtiers, who taking 
advantage of the king's abfence, prevailed with 
the queen to make trial whether he was nobly 
ddcended, by expofing him to a lion, alledging 
the lion would not hurt him if he was truly 
noble. For this purnofc a lion was turned looie 
in the night, and Henry having a night-gown 
over his (hirt with his girdle and fword, in which 
pofture he ufed to walk in the morning in the 
court of the caftle to take the air, met with the 
fion roaring and (baking his (hnggy crcft > but 
the earl being undaunted, faid in a harfh land 
angry- tone, * Stand you dog ;' at which the lion 
couch'd at his feet, and the earl took him by the 
neck and put him into his den, leaving his night- 
cap upon the lion's back, and fo walked off un- 
concem'd ; and looking up to the windows where 
the courtiers were, faid, * Now let the proudcft 
< of you all, that boad fo much of your noble 

* birth, go and fetch my night-cap, and take it 

* for his pains.* Hut they (hamefully pulled in 
their heads, and made no reply, dratttz, Hi/f. 
Saxon. 

Queen Anne, wife 9f king Henry VIII. and 
mother of queen Elizabeth, as fhc was going to 
be behcadi'd in" the tower, feeing a gentleman 
there of the king's privy-chamber, called him to 
her, and with a chearful countenance^ w\d:». fev\l 

il ^ ^^- 
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undaunted at approaching death, faid to him, 
^ Remember me to the king, and tcU him he is 
^ conftant in advancing me to the greateft ho- 

< honours ; from a private gcntlev^oman he made 
^ me a marchionefs ; from that degree made me 

* a. queen ; and now becaufe he can raife me no 

< higher in this world, is tranflating me to hea- 

• vcn to wear a crown of nurtyrdom in eternal 
^ glory/ Baker* s Chron, 

Dr. Fecknam being fent by queen Mary I. to 
the ladv Jane Gray, tScn a prifoner in the tower, 
to tell her fhe muft die on the morrow, made 
ufe of that opportunity to perfuade her to re- 
nounce the Proteftant religion, and embrace po- 
pery i but obtaining no other anfwer from her, 
than that ihe had no time for any thing but to 
recommend her foul to God by fervent prayer, 
the doctor thought {he defired a longer time,' 
therefore went to the queen and procudjfl a re- 
prieve for three days longer, and came oSSk and 
acquainted the lady Jane with it 5 who fmiling 
faid, * Doftor, vou are miftaken if you think I 

* defire to live longer, 'for fmce the time you 
*' brought me that meflage life has been a burden 
< to me, and I defire nothing fo much as death ; 
^ and fmce 'tis the queen's pleafure, I care not 

• how foon I fuffer it.' IbU. 

The marquis of Montrofe being fentenccd by 
a Scots court of juftice. May 21, 1650, to be 
hanged at Edbburgh crofs, upon a gallows thirty 
foot high, for the Ipace of three hours ; then his 
bead to be cut off and fet upon the Tolbooth^ 
and his leg? and arms to be hung up in four other 
great towns in that kingdom ; he laid, ' He was 
^ obV^ed to the parliament for the honour they 

•bad 
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« hiul tloiK luin \ for hr »»i'oiint«?<! It a prcatcr 

• fjory lo Imvc hi» \u\\\\ (l.iiul upon tlirpiifun- 

• \\i\W tor thin caiifr, tlun to havr hii |)ivliiiv in 

• ihir kiiipi'.N IuhI iiluunluM : And left IjIm l«iy;»liy 

• ftiouKI he too (i>on fnrj»*>tirn, they haci liijjiily 

• honourM him, in (lr(t(Mnn('; h)(liMi«; nu)nunun(.i 

• to four of the ihid'ell vitit.sto kcrp up hi.i nw.' 

• mory to poflcrity : And he only widi d he had 

• llefh cncuinh to luive ;t niae frnr t«» every c;ty 

• in clniUcnclous h« a t«n!n»ntiy of his loyalty to 

• hid king and eotnUry.* Wlien at the plaee of 
rxecution« and hin dcel.u.uit n was hitn)\ ahotu 
Win neck with ;\ o^ili he fl(i«), * lie did not think 

• himfcif more honouied hy the p;arter, whiih 

• noble order his mnjelly had he(l(»wrd upcMi Idiui 

• than by that conl and hook, whiih he to«)k 

• with ad much joy an he did the garter and 
« chain of fp\d,' fti//» /tW, 

MaU'<dm kinp; of SeotN belte^>;ed Alnwick eaflle, 
which being unable to rend hiit forAi nuill nrvik 
fall into hin handi^ bceaiifc no relief eovdd l>e ex^ 
|K:£lcd > whereupon a young KufrliOi gentleman, 
without any other arniN but a flight r[>ear in hid 
hamii at the end whereof hung ihc keyi of ilio 
caftlc, rode into the enemy 'n camp, and ap- 
nroaching near the king, and floopin|j; tlie lanee, an 
if he intended to make hini a prefent of the keyi 
of the garrifon, macic fueh a home thrufi at the 
king« that running him into the ryt* he (rll down 
dc.uly and the bold tmdertaker faved hlmlHl by 
the fwiftneft of hi.i horfe. And front tluM delpr- 
jrato adUon came the name of Pietry. AW^i 

when queen F.li/abeth had in her pafTum given 
the carl or Kdex a box on the ctxv> \u\v\v\\Av\tV 
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keeper perfuading him not to rcfent it, but pals 
it by, he anfwer'd, * No ftorm is more violent 

* and outrageous than the anger of a paffxonate 

* woman j the queen's heart is hardened. I know 

* what I owe as a fubjcfi, and what as an eai:l 

* and carl-marfhal of England ; but how to ferve 

* as a drudge and a flave I know not. If I ihould 

* acknowledge myfcif guilty, I fhould wrong the 

* truth and God the author of it. My whole 

* body is wounded by that one blow, which I 

* would not have taken from Henry VIII. her 

* fiither ; and having received this indignity, it 

* were impiety and folly to fcrve longer. Cannot 

* princes, err ? Can they not wrong their fub* 

* jcfls ? Let th^m who make advantages of 

* prince's errors, take injuries from them 5 but 

* i iluit liavc been torn and rent with fo many 

* wrongs, can endure them no longer.' Hijf* 

Sahinus Flfviug, being engaged in a confpiracy 
to rid the world of that monfter Nero, and be- 
ir.g interrogated by him how he could difpcnfe 
with his mOitarv oath, and attempt againft his life^ 
aiifwer'd, * That he was his fiiitliful fubjeil and 

* fervant, while he merited love and obedience ; 

* but now could not forbear hating him, fince 

* he was his mother's, his brotlier's, and his 

* wife's murderer, a waggoner, a fidler, a ftagc- 
^ player, and a burner of Rome.' Nothing could 
have been more terrifying to Nero than this 
Ihort but pithy reprimand ; for tho' his inclina- 
tion was bent to do barbarous things, yet he 
was impatient, and could not endure to hear 
tbe wickednefs he had committed. PiZil.^Adell. 

Peter Count of Savov, a fovereign prince, pre- 
fenting himfclf before OUio emperor of Germany, 

to 
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to receive inveftiture from him of his dominie 
ons, came drefled in a very odd manner. One 
lide of him was clothed in very rich attire, 
end the other in armour; and the emperor 
asking him the reafon of his fantadical garb, he 
anfv^ered, ^ I put myfelf into this habit to (hew 

* your imperial majefty, that as I was richly 

* clothed to do you honour in paying my ho- 

* mage ; fo I was alfo upon my guard ready to 
^ defend my right by arms, againft all that ihould 

* deny me juftice, or endeavour to deprive me 

* of my lawful inheritance/ Bait, Grat. Jgu- 
d^e^ Difc, 

When Sir Thomas Moore was brought to the 
icaffold to be beheaded, by order of Henry VIIL 
it feeming to him fo weak that it was ready to fall, 
he faid merrily to the lieutenant, * I pray you, 
^ Sir, fee me fafe up, and for my coming down 

* let me (hift for myfelf.' And when the execu- 
tioner asked forgiveneis, he reply'd, • Thou wilt 
> do me this day a greater benent than ever any 
^ mortal man can be able to give me ; pluck up 

* thy ipirit, man, and be not afraid to do thy 
< office; my neck is very ihort; take heed^ 

* therefore, that thou ftrike not awry, for fave- 

* ing thy honefty.' And (hortly after laying his 
head upon the block, he bid the executioner flay 
till he hadremov'd afide his beard, faying, * That 

* that had never committed any trcafon/ Life 
of Sir T. More. 
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CHAP. XXVI. 

The mrfcbief and folly of coveloufnefs. 

COvetoufnefs is truly feid to be the root of all 
evil ; fraud, deceit, oppreflion, lying, fwear- 
ing, ftealing ajid perjury are all derived from that 
hateful vice, which is offenfive to God, as di- 
ftrufling his providence ; injurious to others by 
oppreilion, and exceeding troublefome and vex- 
atious to themfelves, for a greedy dcfire to get, 
anxious care in keeping, and a fordid fear in 
fptndiiig give them no reft or quiet, but keep 
the mifers as it were always upon the fret, which 
is a kind of hell of their own creation. Nor 
does it terminate in particular perfons, but ex- 
tertds its wicked effects to the fubverfion of go- 
vernments, ruin of femilies and whole king^ 
doms. 

Marcus CrafTus^ had above three hundred talents 
left him to begin the world with, and by hiscx- 
cefTive covetoufnefs had fcraped fuch vaft fums of 
money together, that when he was honoured 
with the confular dignit)', befides a magnificent 
facf ifice he made to Hercules, he made a public 
feaft for all the people of Rome at a thoufand 
tables, and gave every citizen as much corn as 
would keep him three months. Then being wil- 
ling to know what his whole eftate amounted to, 
it was fummed up at feven thoufand and one 
hundred talents ; but it feems this was not e- 
nough to fatisfy his greedy miiid, but having an 

evil 



evil eyo upon tho Pftrthiun treufure. marchod 
^ith a great furce againii them i ami being beaten 
and taken prifoneri Svivinaa the P»4rthian general 
gave order to cut oft* hU ht-iiil, and pour indtoil 
gold down hia throat, to upbraid hia excefllvo 
cov^toufnefa, that ncv«r thought ho had enought 

So meanly covetoui wai cardlnal^ngelot, that 
he would go privately into the (table» ajul ileal 
the corn from hiu own horrtNi caull* it to be fold 
to hip avener« and the money to be puid to him- 
folf. Accuftoming hinifclf to the(e little pilfer* 
Ingat the gentleman of hia horfe going into tho 
ftahle in the dark, (inclini-^ him there, and taking 
him to be the il)irf, pavf him a ^Jmul bratlnn for 
hii paini. He wan like wilii fo i\iKp;anlly tt> hit 
fervant», that hr wi»uld not ulK»w them luftiucnt 
food, for which hia i handurlnin tiuik un oppor- 
tunity and killed him. Chrk^'s A/lr, 
• Mr. Fuller tclU uh, in hih church hlilory, of 
ft Pafcpiin made at'.jinlt Dr. Hancroft, urchbiftjop 
of Canterbury, whnm fame reportu to be a very 
covetoua prel^tt«, pci\iiM in tluU' wonU : 

Here liea his (irace in cold cUy clad, 
Who dieil for want of wliwt be had, 

Dionyfuia the Ynunoyr, hearing that one of 
the Syruculiana bad biil a trintdin- In the earthi 
he fent to the mttn to biinj^ it to him, which 
he accQulin^Jy ili.l, jMlvately refrrving unly 
a fmall pi*vt of it to himtVir, with wbicn 
he went to Miu)tbcjr litv, wl^ere biinp; cmed of 
hi« appt^titc o| bimrilin^s l\o brgnn to live at a 
more liberal rate i which DiowvUvv^ U<\\V\\|,x 
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caufed the reft of his trcafurc to be rcftored fo 
him, faying, * That fince he had learned how 
' to ufe it; he very willingly return'd it.' 3f(W- 
taign*s EJfays. 

Valerius Maximus tells us, that when Hanni- 
^)al had befieged Caffilinum, and reduced the gar- 
11 for want of food to the laft extremity, a 
(t i li. I happeied to catch a moufe, and his cove- 
toufiicfs exceeding his hunger, he fold it to one 
pf his comrades for eleven (hillings fterling; 
but it proved a very fatal bargain to him, 
for he that bought the moufe faved his life 
by his purchafe, and he that fold it died of fit- 
mine. 



CHAP. XXVII. 

The Jhame and difhonour of cowardice. 

AG>ward can be no man's friend, he dares 
be no man's enemy, and is a foe only to 
himfclf ; for he that fhuns death by the fword in 
battle, commonly meets it in a ftiameful manner 
at the gallows, as a reward of his cowardice. 

When the Turks with a powerful army had 
befi^ed Strigonlum, and were ready to make 
an aiuult, and the Chriftian captains to make z 
vigorous defence, their foldiers were unwilling 
to fight or put thcmfelves in order, chufmg ra- 
ther to cxpedt a certain death by their cowardice, 
than adventure their lives to live or die courage- * 
oufty. The governor count Dampier, and idnit- 
of the captains petfuading them by fpecches, and' 

fomc- 
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fomctimei chrcatnod them with dead) If they nog* 
leAed their dutyt but hU in vain 1 for being 
hardned againll M points of honours Oiamefully 
run upon the governort hurried hint to priiont 
and delivered up the garrifuui upon condition dl 
marching out with bag and baggage, leaving all 
the gunif ammunition and provifioni behind 
them* 80 thi« important garrifon waa furren* 
dered OtStober ^^ 16421 with a thoufund wholt 
and found men in it» (tored with all necelTariee 
for a longer fic*ge» to thrir flwme and rcproachi 
and the governor*! eterniil honour, Theie bafe 
and cowardly wretches, unworthy the name of 
foldiem, being arrived at Camara, were dcrpriv'd 
of their honour and arma. fent bacic to Preaburg^ 
curfed and abhorred by all the world i the chief 
of them were conmiitted to piifuni ajid being 
convidted of treufon, were executed after dlvera 
manners. 'I'hua thefe infamous captainai by ihun* 
ning an honourable death in detence of Stiigo« 
niunu brought themfelvca to a ihameful ends at* 
tended with purnetuul ignominy and dilhonour. 

King Henry 11. in liia expedition againd tho 
Wcl<h| pailing a freight among the mountain! 
in Walea. had the miafortune to lofe numy of 
hia au:i\ \ and Euftace Fitz-John, with Robert 
Courfy% aj)d the king himfelf were reported to 
be killed 1 'which fo difcourfiged that part of the 
Engliih that had not palled the (Ireighta, that 
Henry earl of EiFex threw down the kuig'a Uan* 
dardt that he carried by inheritance, and Aed| 
but the kinc foou made it known that ho wa« 
iiUve« for he routed the Welch, and brought 
to ieek their peace by fubiaii&oiii "(1x9 
H 6 wV 
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cArl of EfTex was afterwards accufed of cowar-^ 
dice, by Robert de Mainfbrt ; and having the 
combat granted him, was overcome, and at the 
intercefTion of his friends pardoned for life, but 
was condemned to be fhorn a monk, to be put 
into the abbey at Reading, and all his lands and 
eflate were confifcated to the king. Hifi. Eng. 
' I knew an able-bodied young man, that living 
an idle life, and whom work bv no means would 
agree with, was perfuaded by nis friends to be a 
foldier ; but he was as cowardly as flothful, the 
very noife of a gun would almoft fright him to 
death, and yet being preiTed into the king's fea- 
fervice, by the prefs-mafters, he fought ftoutly 
with a whole gang of them, till they cut him to 
pieces. This was courage mifplaced, or fear 
with the wrong end uppermoft. 



CHAP. XXVIII. 

Of the harharous cruelty $f fome wicked 
njtn. 

CRUELTY is the extreme of all vices, an 
offence to God» abhorrence to nature, the 
grief of good men, and a pleafure onhr to devils 
and monfters divefted of hun^ty. Juftice may 
take away a man's life to pumip his offences, and 
to deter others by his example from the com*- 
mi/Tioii of the fame crimes ; but to do it by racks 
aftd other toimcnts favours little of humanity, 
Itfis of chriftianitv. Life is all that juftice can. 
e^peA, and';ill tnat exceeds a funple death ^vi:itlL 
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flibmiflton) ii horrid cnirlty In the nroccfi : But 
for privtito pcrfonN, cither out of malicct rcvcnp^ 
or liiivinK uti cnrtny ut onc*N ntcrc^i to l>c cruel, 
U to Ih: more Imrbaroui thun CunnihuN i for thoy 
only rooit ami cat the Ixxlics of the (Imdi but 
cruelty porfecutei and torments the living. 

Amurath, at the taking of the Idhnum, im- 
molatcd fix hundred young (ircckt to his futher't 
foul, in the nature of a* propitiatory facrifice for 
the iina of .the (Icccafcd. And in thole new coun- 
trica difcovered in the lufl- ugci thin nruOticr in in 
foino nieafure every where received. All their 
idoU rcok with human blooit, not without va* 
rioua examplcii of human cruelty. Sojnc they 
burn alive, and half-broiled take tlicni oft* tho 
coaln,to tear out their hcartnand cntraiU i othcm, 
even women, they flru alive, and with their 
bloody Hkitu cloth and difguifo othcri. ASnh 

The cmlmirmlori of the king of Mexico, fct- 
ting o\it to FcrnnndoCortcT. the |H>wcr and grcat- 
n<.lA of their malins uflcr huving told him« that 
lu! had thiity vullkls of which cuh of them waa 
able t) raife a luutdrcd thour.(nd flighting n)cn, 
and that he kept hi^ court in the tA\ni\ und belt 
lottificd city under the fun, added at lu(l, that ho 
wai obliged ycjily to oiler the (i<hIh lihy thou- 
fnnd men. And it in confulciUly urtiru) d, that 
be maintained a continual war with fonie potent 
neighbouring nation, not only to keep the young 
men inexrrcifr, but piincipally to have where- 
withal to futnilh hiN luciificcti with hJN piifonrra 
of war. Sonto of thcfc people bring beaten by 
Cortc/« in luttle, (cnt to contplimcnt him, and 
to treat with him of a peace, whofc mcirengciai 
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carried him three forts of prefents, which they 
delivered to him in theie terms : ^ Behold, Ixm^, 

* here are five flaves, if thou art a furious God^ 
^ that feedeft upon flefh and blood, cat thefc> 
^ and we will bring thee more ; if thou art aa 

< afiable God, behold, here is ii^cenfe and fta- 

< thers \ but if thou art a man, take thefe fowls 

* and fruits that we have brought thee/ Ibid, ; 
How many millions of men have the Spaniards. 

made away with in America? Barthol. Cafa af- 
firms, that in forty-five years they deftroyed above 
ten millions of human fouls, an unaccountable way 
of converting thofe poor favages to chriftianity ! 
Thefe millions were butcher'd out-right \ and if 
we add thofe who died labouring in the mines» 
doing the drudgery of afles, oxen and mules, 
what a vaft number will they amount to ? Some 
of them carrying burdens upon their backs of a 
hundred and fixty pound weight, above three 
hundred miles. How many of thefe poor wretches 
have perilhed by water as well as by land, by div- 
ing fo many fathoms deep for the fiihing of pearl, 
who ftay there fometimes half an hour under 
water, panting and drawing the fame breath all 
the while, and arc fed on purpofe with courfe 
bitket, and other dry things, to make them long- 
winded. And, if what is reported be true, they 
hunt the poor Indians with dogs to make theni- 
fehes fport. 'Tis.eafy to imagine how detcftable 
die Spaniards became to thofe poor Pagans for 
thefe cruelties. There is a ftory goes of Hatha 
Cacica, a ftout Indian, who being tx> die, was 
perfuaded by a Francifcan friar to turn Chrtfttan, ' 
and then he fhould go to heaven. Cacica aik'd 
biiD, ' Whether there were any Spaniards ia 

*hea- 
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* heaven V < Yes, fays the friar, 'tis full of them/ 

* Nav then, faid the Indian, I had rather go to 

* hell than have any more of their company.' • 
H$wtP$ Girm. Dytt. 

Pifo a Roman general, obferving a foldier re* 
turn from fora^ng without his comrade that 
went out with him, charg'd him with his death, 
and condemned him to die for it. At the mo* 
ment the executioner was lifting up the ax to 
cut his head off, the foldier that was miffing ap- 
pears in the place. The centurion bid the exe- 
cutioner forbear, and carried both the foldiers to 
Pifo, to dear him that was condemned > but Pifo 
looking upon it as an affront to his authority, 
that he was not obe^'d, condcmn'd them all 
thfee, laying to the nrft, < I condemn thee be- 
^ caufe tnou waft condemned / to the other fol- 
dier he faid, * I condemn thee becaufe thou waft 

* the caufe of his condemnation ; and thou cen- 

* tiirion, I condemn for difobeying my com- 

* rnands.' So three men loft their lives for the 
innocent behaviour of one. Senec* de Ira, 

Four legions of Marius's party having fub- 
mitted to Sylla upon promifc of their lives, yet 
he perjured himfclf, and caufed them all, whofc 
number amounted to twenty-four thoufand mtn^ 
to be cut in pieces in a public place ; whofc cries 
and dying groans being heard in the fcnatc-houfe, 
and putting the fcnators into a dreadful confter- 
nation at the difm:U noife, Sylla faid, * Let us 

* proceed in our bufinefs, fathers, 'tis nothing 

* but the veiling of a few feditious fellows, that 

* ore chaftifed by my order.' This Sylla in cold 
blood killed one hundred thoufand men, ninety 
fenators, fifteen of confular dignity, and two 

thou- 
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tboufand gentlemen. Lipf, de Conji. £5f Plut. in 
Vita Sylla. 

. Mahomet, the firft Turkifli eqiperor, was fo 
taken with the perfcftions of a Beautiful young 
Gredan hdy, whofc name was Irene, that he 
Ipent his whole time in her company, negle£^ing 
public afiairs ; but hearing his great cheers were 
difpleafed at it, he fummoned tiiem to meet him 
in a great room in his palace, and Irene being 
drefs'd to the beft advantage, he handed her into 
the midft of the baflias, who admiring her beauty 
and charming {hapc and gefture, condemned 
themfelves for cenfuring the fultan for doating 
on fo lovely a creature ; but the emperor of a 
fudden twifting one hand in the curls of her 
hair, with the other drew his fabre, and with one 
blow divided her head from her body, leaving 
all the fpecElators in the utmoft amazement at the 
fight of fuch a cruel aftion, committed without 
any provocation from the innocent fufferer. 
Kftowles's Turk. Htfl. 

Amboyna, a town in the Eaft-Indies, fituate 
in an ifland of the fame name, being the market 
for colledling and buying Cloves, and other rich 
fpices. The Dutch grafping at the whole trade 
of the fpicery, having worm'd out the Spaniards 
and the Portuguezc, endeavoured to do the like 
by the Engliih, who were their beft friends, -and 
main fupports againft tlie Spaniards in the Ne- 
therlands. This covetous defign caufed many 
bickerings between them ; but at length they 
came to terms of ^reement, and the Engliih 
thinking themfelves fecure, planted their fa&o- 
ries in the town, under the proteSion of the 
cpille, held and well-mann'd by the Dutch ; but 

before 
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Iv (cur clit*v hiul livrtl chcrr Cw«) yr:tik, tin* Dtittfi 
Kpan til utCi'ihpt ttii-ir iitin' c Hdip.iiinii, rmt liy 
ti nuiflittif, (nr that hail hn-ii it iiti n ilul iiiili hit f, 
hut hv (luhhoiriil, (»l\itffr «t!ul iind Imtltltbi «ir» 
C»tniiiiC Im* paialrH'il. Thcv pitiuuhn^ lh»tl ihr. 
ihitt jA|l^rril, iMpiaiii Ciahiitl 'ruvvrifon, iiiul iIm* 
%\'[\ i\\ thr I'ji^^hlh fai'tiiiVi iiiul iiiiif|)iuil tn (ri/ir 
thci iMlllt*, un«l r\|Ml ihi* Miidh luit ol tlial 
illanili (hi* Dutih WxtvA iht* KnpJiJh, uiul hu\in|{ 
III! iithrr widirlli'h ap.ahiU thnit than ihiii iMikfl, 
they rxtciuU'il thrii linr\v:i, ihrw ihrili i»iil Ml 
\\\\\ liii^'th, ili'.joiiitcil (ill ihf liiiihi «it' (lull lui- 
•lirsHiul by tlicii wuti-r-iuikh, itiakiiip. itu'iii Tm k 
in watci with tluMi hirdtha, tiny (witli'ii thiir 
btidli'h to ii indhltiiiii't piitpiii(iiin, till ilu-ii hkinii 
Wcrti rt-iiily tn iruiLi tluir chmkii hhiwn up tiku 
MfUlilc'i'Ui uiiil tluir 1 yc^N (laitril iuit hiviind their 
browa. Anil tluitr wluifi* innttrrnic* utiti iiiunt^fc? 
CouKl not hr hiuril hy thriii ijuil tothirntM to 
uciHilc) ihcnUMvrN of i rinich they wcin m^ way 
guilty o(» thfv luimt tlu*m with tun In ^ iindiu* 
their pupa, their iunihtilcb, rlhuwh, luniU uiul hi (, 
till thti nutillurcf whiih ilrnpt t'liMU thufn hurnt 
parts, put out thrir tunhch, Hml niaili* luch httlt« 
In thrir hiha, that they nn»!,hl liaxr p..Miilvf(1 
tlitii rhtiiiilh, th(»' the nionlti'is in mitliv v\'>>ti!il 
lint ililirin tluir inniHrnir, hut prihvi;iii»|« in 
Ihrir ili'vilifh harliaiiiir^i, thifW tluni intotlun- 
p.iH»n8, whiid thi'ii drill putiiliriK and nui'pnM 
inprndrrM in their (i'ri». Ilu\ inj.* thiib wiuii. d 
thrnt out with nrw anil rtpnitid tuituiih h^r v\^}\i 
diiVH and nidhta tnprthcr. ten ot thrni wnn ckf- 
cutnl ill N hill h ittif. tlu-rd hcing hut twrnty 
Knglllh in tho wludo i the rdl with rai IM» 
fwcUM, hurnt ujul lUtitcratod hoJiirH, were I'rnt 

to 
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to the Englifli plantations. Thus the Dutch fciz'd 
that whole trade into their own hands j and all 
this done at the fame time that the Englifh were 
fghting for them at their own doors. The names 
ot the Englifh thus inhumanly treated, were 
captain Tower fon, Tompfon, Beaumont, Col- 
lins, Colfon, Webber, Ramfay, Johnfon, Ford 
and Brown. Hifi. EngL 

A rebellion happening in the reign of king 
Edward VI. upon the alteration of religion, and 
the rebels being dcfeatcdj^ what fbameful fport 
did Sir William Kingfton make with men in mi- 
fcry, by virtue of his o£Bice of provoft-marlhal ! 
One fiowyer, mayor of Bodwin in Cornwall, 
had been among the rebels, not willingly, btit by 
conftraint. Sir William fent him word he would 
dine w^ith him fuch a day, for whom the mayor 
Blade an hofpitable entertainment. A little be- 
fore dinner the provoft took the mayor a(ide» 
and whifper'd in his ear, that there muft be ao 
execution that afternoon, and therefore ordered 
him to caufe a gallows to be fet up over-againft 
hie own door. The mayor obeyed his commandy 
and after dinner the provoft took tl)e mayor l^ 
the hand, and dcfircd him to lead him to the 
place of execution, which when he beheld, he 
asked the mayor, ^ If he thought it was ftrong 
* enough ?* ^ Yes, favs the mavor, doubtleft it 
^ is.* ^ Well then, faid Sir William, get up and 
^ try, for it is provided for you.' *• I hope. Sir, 
^ 'faid the mayor, you are not in earnefl V ^ By 
^ my troth, £iys the provoft, there is no remedfi 
^ for you have been a bufy rebel' And fe 
without delay, or liberty to make his defence 
the poor mayor was executed. Near th^ place 

alfa 
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alfg lived a miller, who hud been very a£livc in 
the rebellion, who fearing the provofl's coming, 
told a young ftout fellow his fcrvant, that he 
had occafion to go from home, and if any gcn» 
tlcman {l)ould enquire for liim, he fliould tell 
them that he was the miller. The provoft nc t 
long after came, and asking for tlic miller, the 
feivant came out, and faid as he was ordered ; 
upon which the provoft commanded his fcrvants 
to feize him, and hang him upon the next tree. 
The poor fellow hearing this, cried out, * I am 

• not the miller, but the miller's fervant ;' * Nay, 

* friend, fays the provoft, I will take thee at 

• tKy word : If thou art the miller, thou art a 

• bufy knave, and a rebel, and dcfervcfl: to be 

* hang'd. If thou art not the miller, thou arf 

* a falTe lyinu knave, and canll not do thy mar 
' fter better Tcrvicc tlian to hang for him/ And 
fo without more ado he was executed. IbiJ. 

Hatto U. duke of Franconia, firnamed Bono* 
fuS) abbot of Fulden, and archbifhop of McntZf 
in whofe time was a grievous famine, and tho 
poor bemg ready to ftarvc, he caufcd great com- 
Dttnies of them to be put into a barn, as if he 
mtendcd to relieve them ) but immediately fct 
the barn on fire, and confumcd them to aflies, 
fi*yirtg, * l^hey were the unprofitable rats that 

• devoured the fruits of the earth, and did no- 

* thing for them.' But in a iliort time after, the 
rats gather*d together in great numbers, tho' no 
man could tell from whence they came, and fet 
upon him with fuch an unhcard-ofrage and fury , 
that wherefoever he retired for fafcty, they would 
fall upon him, and the greater oppofition they 
•ncottnteredi the more their numbers and fury 

in- 
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increafcd, fo that the wicked bifliop finding no 
fecurity by land, conveyed himfelf into a tower 
ftanding in the middle of the Kliinp, near a little 
city, called Bingen ; but thither the , rats fwam 
after him, clamber'd the walls, fell upon . the 
archbifliop, and never left him, till they had 
executed the divine vengeance upon him, in tear- 
ing him to pieces till he died. This tower is 
ftill remaining, and in memory of this accident 
is called Mauft Hurn, or the Rats Caftlc, to this 
day. Canter, hor. fubcif. 

Under the reign of queen Mary I. in June 
1557, '^ ^^ '"^ .^^ Guernfey, was committed 
as great an aft of cruelty and inhumanity as ever 
the fun fet eye on. A mother and her two 
daughters were burnt at the fame ftake as Here- 
tics ; and one of them being a married woman, 
and big with child, the violence of the fire burft- 
ing her belly, a male child fell into the flame, 
and was fnatch'd out by or»c lefs cruel than the 
reft; but after they had confulted about it a 
while, the infant was thrown in again, to ac^ 
company the mother in her torments. Hiji. Eng. 

Pope Sixtus Quintus was of very mean cx- 
traftion, who, when he came to the pontifi- 
cate, fcnt for his fifter to Rome, who had been 
a laundrefs in La Mark, -and fet her up in great 
J>omp and ftate; whereupon Pafquin appears^ 
ftrctching out his arm, holding a foul fhirt in 
his hand, and Marforio asking him the reafon 
why his Oiirt was fo dirty, Pafquin anfwers, 

* Becaufe my laundrefs is lately made a lady, 
^ and I have not yet provided myfelf with an- 

* other.' This mightily. enraged the pope, and 
the more becaufe he could not readily difcover 

the 
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the Author of tlie lihd \ hut nt lrn|>th putting 
out SI pt-oclmtrntiotii witlt a rcwuut of ten thou- 
rntul (lollurN) to uny i^crfon that (houKI (lifclofc 
the Author \ ;uul if the perfon that did it would 
confdi the fad, ho fliould have the inoncyi and 
II pttrdon for hiH life. The bait took \ for under 
thi» tcm|)tation the ofTnulcr went to tlie pboe, 
ami confcliiM he was the nun that did it. 'I ho 
pope conunandrt his treafurer to pay him ten 
thoufand dollarN in hiji iii>ht| which the nun hav- 
ing received^ and inw.inilv appluidinu; the fucccfi 
ofhiii wit \ the pope faul, * You have l>een 11 

* villain, but I nuill k an ^ood ui my word ^ 

* you have your money, and Hull have a pardon 

* for your life i hut that (hall not deprive me of 

* the [Xiwer to cut «»(F your earn, ycnir nofe, 

* and your right-hundi and alfo to ptdl out your 

* tongue «na your cycii.' Which accordingly 
wai executed with great fevcrity. (#/vjf«r. fjfl. 

Amurath IV. the eleventh emperor «)f the 
'^rurkii, tt)ok fo nuich plrafure and delipht in 
ndii of cruelty, that he caufed a num and a 
woman to be unp^lcd alive, the one for felling 
and tho other for fmoking tobacco, lie often 
walked the ftreetn by oif^ht, and meeting two 
women wandring in the dark, he caufed them tt) 
t>o cut in piecen. And which l» dill an tiucl, he 
put hill cook to death, for not feafonintr, bin faucci 
according to hii palate. A//V. 'I'ufi* tlijt. 
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CHAP. XXIX. 

^be folly and danger of cwriofity. 

SOcRATEs was of opinion, that fonie philo(b« 
phers were but a foberer fort of niadinen» 
becaufe they bufied themfelves about incompre* 
hendble things, or if they did come to the know- 
ledge of them, were altogether ufelefi inhuman 
affairs. What is it to us to know how hi^ die 
heavens are, how deep the fea is, how large the 
earth is, fince the knowledge of fuch abftrufe 
notions will neither make us better, vnfer or 
richer than we were before ? What fignifies the 
knowledge of fchool-divinity, but to puzzle men 
with fruitlefs qucflions ? What is natural magic, 
but a temptation to give onesfelf to the devil, to 
know more than we ought to know ? What is 
judicial aftrology, but a cheat put upon inquiii- 
tive fools to enrich idle knaves ? And what is al- 
chymy, but a ftratagem to make men poor and 
beggarly in queft of the philofopher's ftone, that 
no man ever had or will have ? Kay, what are 
all kind of curiofities but dangerous experimentsi 
that bring along with them irreparable injuries ? 

Carracalla, emperor of Rome, had a -great de^ 
fire to know who'fhould fucceed him in the im- 
perial throne, and to that end fent Maternianus 
among the aftrologers and fuch kind of wizards, 
to have his curiohty fatisfied ; who not long af- 
ter brought their opinions to him in writing, as 
he was diverting himfelf in his chariot, which of 
2 courfe 
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CDurfe being delivered to Macrinus, among other 
letters, to give the emperor an account in de- 
tail) and finding himfelf named to be Carracalla's 
fiicceffor, and that it being known might put his 
life into danger, refolved to do the work before 
it took more air, and engaging Martialis, one 
of hi« centurions, in the fecret, he killed the em- 
peror at Edefia, as he was making water. //>- 
roJitm. 

Vlhty the Elder had a great curiofity to know 
the tme caufe and nature of the flames ariflng 
from VefUvius, and ventured fo fitr, contrary to 
the perfuafions of his friends, that he lofl his life 
to fatisfy a fruitlcfs curiofity. BayUsU Extr. 
Phil. Effay. 

Nadiolicus, king of Scotland, fent a meflenger 
to a witch of the fame country, to know whe- 
ther he (hould have good or bad fuccefs in a war 
he was then engaged in, and concerning other 
things relating to his perfon and affairs ; to whom 
the witch gave anfwer, ' That the king had no 

* reafon to trouble himfelf about a foreign war, 

* for he (hould foon die by the hands of a fa- 

* vourite fervant/ The mefTenger further de- 
manding what fervant it was that (hould do fuch 
a wicked aftion, (he reply 'd, ' He himfelf would 

* be the regicide/ Whereupon he reviled her, 
as fcorning to be guilty of fuch a horrid villainy, 
and in a rage departed from her, without giving 
her any reward but reproaches ; but pondering 
upon the matter as he was returning to court, 
and being fenfible of his own danger, if the king 
fliould come to know what the witch had fore- 
told by any other perfon, he refolved to fecure 
himfelf by the deatii of his matter, and watch- 
ing 
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iixx an opportunity, murdered the king in his bed* 
Fitz Herb. Rel'tg, and Policy. 

Eudoxus implored the favour of the Gods^ 
that he might have power to go fo near the 
body of the fun, that he might behold its glory^ 
magnitude and matter, apd on that condition ne 
would be contented to be burnt to death by its 
beams. Macrob. 

How many perfons might have been rich, if 
a fond curiouty in fcarching after chimeras and 
nccdicfs trifles had not cxhaufled their eibtes ? 
How many might have enjoyed a healthful con- 
ftitution ot body, if they had not deftroyed it^ 
by a foolifh dcfirc of being better than well ? He 
might have lived long enough upon land, that 
by attempting to live under water, was drown- 
ed. He might have lived fafcly by making ufe 
of his legs to carry him, that by attempting to 
fly broke his neck ; and many might have lived 
happily, whofe curiofity in enquiring after fe- 
crets made them know they were mifcrable. 



CHAP. XXX. 

Of miraculous cures ^ and efcapes from 
dangers. 

WHAT is one man's meat, fays the pro- 
verb, is another man's |)oifon ; but that 
will not falve our phainomena, and we muft ra- 
ther attribute it to our ignorance that know the 
operations of nature but in part, nor the \\(c of 
medicines but by tradition \ and therefore muft 

afcribc 
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ircribe thcfo furprirmg occiJenti to an over-ruling; 
providence, thtit rcpruachci our ignorancei in 
order to muko ua look higher i\\9d\ nticure, and 
contemplate a fuperior Beu^ at the almighty- 
di(borer of all thingi. 

Johannei Sohlratiua had for many yean been 
fo affliiied with a convulfion in the \\iirin:n^ 
that hl« legs were fliruuk and pulled up to hia 
body, and deprived of the ufo of them for fonio 

!^ean together \ but one day beins nut into a vio-* 
cnt pamon by his fcrvnnt, it did fo chufe and 
heat niH body, that the warmth defcending to his 
Icneea and lep, the nerves, flnews and other li- 
flamenti, which were contr«dtcd by the convuU 
Uon, began to diftcnd themfelves fu largely, that 
he ftood upright, wnd n\iickly after he was able 
to walk about his aftairs, without any fenfe of 
pain or impediment. Sdwict. Oi/l Mtaic. 

Palculoguii II. en^peror of Conftantinople, kept 
hin bed a twelve-mouth together, of a difeafethut 
hla phyncianii could fcarce iind a nanie for, and 
niuch left niedicinca to cure him \ but when all 
defpair'd of hia recovery, an old woman told tho 
cmprcfii, that if ll^e made it her bufmefs to vex 
anu anger the emperor perpetually, it would re- 
ftore him to hia former health. That fex being 
generally urovidcd with fuch a remedy, the cm- 
prcfa empfoyM it immediately, and to that de- 
p.ree, aa to fulTer nothing to be done which ho 
commanded i Imt fo crofltd and vexed him in 
every thing, that the torment (lie c()ntinuully 
gave him, at length forceil him into a fweut. by 
which meant the naturul heat being AirrM up, 
and augn\cnted by ill ufage« it entirely diiiipatrd 
and diftharged the oftending humouii that oc- 
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cafioAed his ficknefs, and the emperor perfe^jr 
recovered. He furvived this diftemper twen0r 
years, and continued in health till he was iixty* 
Comer. J^per. fuecifvu. 

A certain cardinal was fo afBi£ted with a qum« 
fey, that he was almoft choaked, and the difeafe 
not being conquerable by medicines^ his phy- 
Hcians left him as incurable. His fervants every 
minute expe£Hng his death, fell to plundering his 
lodgings, taking away the hangings, pidureS9 
fbtues, carpets, cufhions, and even his cardinal 
robes, while he look'd upon them, but coold 
not reprove them, being unable to fpe^. The 
cardinal had an ape, who feeing every One pro* 
viding for himfclf, thought to come in for his 
ihare m the dividend, and entering the chamber, 
employed himfelf very bufily to fee what was 
left for him ; and finding nothing but the cardi- 
nal's cap, he clap'd it on his head, and frisked 
up and down, as extremely pleafed with his new 
promotion ; at which the almoft expiring cardi- 
nal fell into a vehement fit of laughter, which 
broke the quinfey in his throat, and having dif- 
charg'd it by vomiting, recover'd his heakh. 
George Fortifcue Fer. Acaiem. 

That excellent Lithotomift, Mr. Hallier ac- 
quaints us, fays Mr. Boyle, that among other in- 
firm people, that were fent to be cured in a great 
hofpital wherein he was employed as a furgeon, 
a maid of about eighteen or nineteen years of 
age, had fo utterly loft the fenfe of fcelmg in all 
the external parts of her body, that fevcre tryals 
of pinching and burning were employed, but to 
no purpofe \ fox ibe was as unconcern'd at them, 

as 
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m If they had been tried upon wood, ftbno, or 
1 dead body. Having thui remainod a long time 
in the hospital, without anv fymptom of amend- 
ment, or hope of cure. Dr. Harvey, upon tlit 
ftnmgencis of the accident, and to fatisAr his cu^ 
rio^ity, fometimes made her a vifit, and fufiK^U 
\x\% her diftemper to be uterine, and curable only 
by Hymeneal exercifcs, he advifod her parents, 
who were of good fubftance (and did not fend 
Nnr thither out of poverty) to take her home^ 
and provide her a huiband \ they fallowed the 
doftor'a advice, and were not long befare thoy 
difpofed of her in nruu-riage, which in eiFedt wat 
her perfedt; cure, aa die doAor had progix>ftt* 
cated* 

Soleander telk us of a man lying furk, and 
even at the point of death, when an enemy of 
hit made enquiry of hit health, and being in- 
formed by his fervant that he coidd not live many 
hours, and he refulving the fick man (hould re* 
ceive hia death from none but himfelf, rufliea 
into his chamber, and having, as he thought^ 
ftabb*d him to the heart, loft him i but tlic adt 
proved contrary to the intention ; for by the flux 
of blood proceeding from the wound, and appli* 
cation of proper remedies to it, the patient re- 
covered hia health, by a blow that waa defign'd 
to kill him. S.hinck. Ohf. Med. . 

Jordanua reporta of a certain woman, that dt^ 
firing to be rid of her husband, gave him a dofe 
of poifon to difpatch him ; but that not opi^at* 
ing quickly, und (he Impatient of delay in (o im- 
portant an aflair, added a quantity of quickfilvcr 
to haften his death \ but that nimble and weighty 
fubftance, riiling poll through the bgdyi carried 
\ % ^ 
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ofF with it the poifon that lodg'd in the ftomacb, 
before it could feize upon the vital parts, and fo 
freed the man from danger. Aufonius records 
this rektion in an epigram which ends after this 
manner i 

The Gods fent health by a moft wretched wife; 
For when fate will, two poifbns fave a life. 

Under the intolerable cruelties and oppreffions 
of the Sicilian tyrants, thofe people begg'd aifi- 
fiance and relief from the Corinthians, who fent 
them the valiant and prudent Timoleon, who 
foon fo diftrefTed the tyrants, that they could 
find no other way for their own fecurity, but by 
hiring two in&mous wretches to murder him : 
And they imagining that the propereil time and 
place to do it in, Was, when he fhould be facri* 
ficing in the temple, it was not long before they 
found fuch an opportunity, and drawing near to 
execute their deiign, ft man {landing by that 
knew nothing of their barbarous purpofe, gave 
one of the Aflaflines fuch a fatal blow on the 
head, that he died immediately. His fellow- 
murderer feeing the other dead, and fufpe&ing 
the plot was difcovercd, ran to the altar, begg'd 
pardon of the Gods and Timoleon, promiftng if 
he would give him his life, he would make a Aill 
difcovery of the whole confpiracy againfl him. 
In this time the perfon that killed the other vil- 
lain, having fled,was taken and brought back again 
before I'imoleon, protefting he was no murderer^ 
but a dutiful fon that iiad took a juil revenge on 
a villain that had killed his father ; which being 
tc&i&cd to be a great truth by fcveral there pre? 

fent. 
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fentf all the congregation fell into loud prailcs of 
the divine providence, which at once had prc- 
ferved Timolcon, freed the Siciliann from falling 
again under the power of mercilefs tyrants, aiul 
inflicted a juft puniihment upon a murderer. 
FitZ'btrh. Pol. li Rtlig. 



CHAP. XXXL 

Of deatb^ and ibi many and uncmmon wa)j 
to //. 

BY an unalterable decree of heaven, it is «i[) * 
pointed to all men once to die, and we arc 
daily fo furrounded with accidents out of tho 
conunon ro«d to the grave, that 'tia rather a 
wonder we (hould live a day, than linger out 
threefcore years. Death mocks and derides the 
moft prudent care and fbrefi^ht of the wifcil 
mortan, that endeavour to avoid it, by haftening 
their ends by the fame means they thought to 
prevent k. The only way not to be furprized 
Dj death. Is to be always provided to die, for 
then it can never come too foon. 

Charles U. kin^ of Navarre, by a vicious life 
in his youth, fell into a paralitic diftemper in his 
old aee, that took away the ufe of his limbs. 
His phyficians dircAed him to be fcwed up in a; 
flieet tnat had for a confiderable time been fteep-» 
ed in ftrong diftilled fpirits, to recover the na*^ 
tural heat of his bcnumb'd joints. The furgcom 
having fcwcd him ur> verv clofe, and wanting a 
knife to cut ofF the thread, made ufc of a candio 
I 3 ^\^ 
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that was at hand to burn it ofF j but the flamt 
from the thread reaching the (beet, the fpirits 
wherewith it was wet, immediately . taking iiret 
burnt fo vehemently^ that no end^vours could 
cntinguiih the flame. Thus the miferable king 
LA\ his life in ufmg the means to recover his 
health. HeyL Cofm. 

Anacreon, an ancient lyric poet, having out- 
lived the ufual ftandard of life, and yet endea- 
vouring to prolong it by drinking the juice of 
riJfins, was choked with a ftone of one, diat hap- 
pened to fall into the liquor in ftraining it» FaU 
Afaxlmus. 

Pope Adrian IV. drinking a draught of (pring- 
water^ to refrcfli himfelf when he was tbirfty^ 
a fly, falling into the gla(s as he was drmkingy 
choked him. Dinotb, 

Terpander, the famous harper of Sparta^ at 
be was finging to that inftrument, opeaed bit 
mcuth fo wide in ftraining his voice to the pitc^ 
cf the harp, that an unhappy wag ftanding by, 
ti*rcw a j% into his mouth, which^ contrary to 
the intention of him that threw it, fiuck fo hSt 
m his throat, that he was ftrangled before any 
help couU be had to draw it out. Schenck. Oijl 
Medic. 

A man dreaming that he was torn in pieces by 
a lion, and looking upon it as a chimera refultir^ 
iiom the confufed and difturbed a^lions of mind 
and body in a dream, when fancy predominates 
ojrer reafon, flighted it, and the next day feeing 
the figure of a lion cut in ftone, fupported by 
pillars i he told thofe that were walking with him, 
what he had dreamed the night before, and mer- 
lily dtfuft his hand into the lion's jawy faying^ 

• Now 
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• Now bite mc if thou canft.' He had no fooncr 
fpoke the words, but a fcorpioii, which had fa- 
ken up its lodging in the lion's mouth, ftung him 
in the hand, which poifonous wound refiiling all 
ft]^ications, proved his death. Remark. Prov, 

Many have been warned of their deatlis, ami 
yet have had no power to cfcape it ; for cither 
their prcfuniption of fccurity hus pufhed them on 
to facilitate the jnalicc of tlieir tntinies, or elfc 
their caution and circumfpc(ftic)i) has contiibuteil 
to- haften it, by tlie methods dcll{^ncd to pre- 
vent it. 

Julius Cscfar was importuned by his wife CaN 
phumia, not to go on a certain clay into the it- 
nate-houfe, bccaufe the night before (he had 
dreamed) he was killed there by many wounds>. 
He had often notice by Spurina to uke care of 
himfelf on the ides ot March. One thruft a 
note into his hand as he was entering the fenate- 
houfe, (hewing him his danger, and the names 
of the confpirators, but he put it among the rtft 
. of his papers, never read it, and fo was barba- 
.rouAy murdered. raUr. Max. 

Henry of Lorrain, duke of Guife, who 
lived in the reign of Henrv III. king of FrancCf 
had notice from feveral nands, that a confpi- 
racy was formed by the king to take away hi» 
life. He was forewarned of it the day be- 
fore his death, in a piece of paper wrapt up in 
his napkin which he ufed at dinjicr ; but he un- 
der-writ with his own hand, * They dare not / 
and with great difdain threw it under the ta- 
ble. When he was in council, and wanted a 
handkerchief, Pericard, his fecretary, gave him 
notice of it in a paper tied up in tne corner of 
I 4 iix9 
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the handkerchief, in thcfe words, ' Come forth, 

* fave yourfelf, or you are a dead man.' But all 
would not awaken him. The king (bon after 
called him out of the council to come into his 
cabinet, as if he would confer with him about 
fome important affair, and as he was puttmg by 
the tapiftry to enter, feven gentlemen, appointed 
by the king to be his butchers, with fwords and 
daggers, wounded him to death. De Serres. 

An officer in the king's wardrobe in Windfof- 
caflle, an honefl and difcreet perfon, about fifty 
years of age, who when he was a fchool-boy^ 
Sir George Villcrs, the Duke of Buckingham's 
father, took much notice of, and laid feveral 
obligations upon him. This gentleman, as he 
was lying in his bed perfeSly awake, and in veiy 
good health, perceived a perfon of a venerable a- 
rpe6^ draw near, his curtains, and with his eyes 
fixed upon him, asked him if he knew who he 
was ; the poor gentleman, after the repetition of 
the fame qucftion^ recalling to his memory the 
preibice of Sir Qeorge Villers, anfwered half- 
dead with fear, he thought him to be that per- 
fon. He replied, he was in the right, and th^t 
he mufl go and acquaint his fon from him, ^ That 
^ unkfs he did fomething to ingratiate himfHf 

* with the people, he would be cut ofF in a fhort 
^ time.* After thb he difappeared, and the poor 
man^ next morning, confidered it no otherwife 

* than a dream. This was repeated with a more 

terrible afpe£l the next night, the perfon telling 

" him, * Unlefs he performed his commands, he 

* muft cxpeft no peace of mind ;' upon which 
he promifed to obey him. The lively reprcfen- 
tation of this viaon ftrangely pcrpiexM him-; 

but 
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but conridcring he wun nt Tuvh n iliftanca 
firoin tho ilukci he wuj« Dill willing; to pciCuailit 
himfclf that lie hud tircii only drouininy;. 'I'hd 
iknie iKrfon rrpciiting; his viTit a third timr, uiul 
reproAchinij; him for hrcuch of proinifci lie had 
by tliii tiiiw Kot cuuntjr.c enough to tell hinu 
IhAt it wua A Ji/Hcult tiling to gain udmiliion to 
the duke, and nioic diflicult tu be credited hy 
him« that he Qiould be kioked u|Mtn uai a male* 
content ormadnianv and fo he Aire to be juin\K 
7*ho pcrfon, after a rei>ctitiun of hi:t lornicr 
ihrcAta, replied, * That the duke wai known 

* to bo oi very eafy acceb i that two tu* three 

* particulam he would (and did) tell hin^ and 
^ which ha cha^TRcd him never t(t mention to 

* any other peiioji, would p.ive huu creilit / 
and ib repeatetl hi?i threats, and left him. 

This apparition ib liir coniirmed tho old man^ 
fehftt he reimired to i#ondon whero the oturt then 
wa» I and hein^^ knowit to Sir Kidph I'*rcemAn% 
who had ntarricd a lady ncuily ally'd to the duJ^e, 
ko aequaintetl him with enough to let him kjmw 
there wa« (omethinK extraordinary in it, withv>ut 
imp«4rthi(i; to hint all the imiticuW«. Sir Ralph 
having informed the duke of what the \\\m\ de- 
fired, aiulofall he knew in the matter, hi.s I'.iave, 
ucvtuiling to hiii uliud C(»nderccn(iun, told him,. 
that the next day he wa:* ti» hunt with the kiii}^ 
that he would land at I«amlH:th-hridKe hy five !»• 
the ntornin|j^, wiu;ir it the nun attended, he 
would talk with lum aa long att (hould ho iirccC'- 
£try I accimlin^ly thu muu ueing uondui^led by 
Kir Ralph, met the duke, and walked ailde in 
conference with him near an hour \ iiir Ralphs 
suid hill icrvaiitH, being at fuch a diUance iliiU 
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the^ could not learn a word, the' die duke y 
obierved to fpeak fometimes, and that with com* 
motion. The man told Sir Ralph, in his retum 
ever the water, that when he mentioned his cre- 
dentials, the fubftance of which he faid he was to 
impart to no man ; the duke (wore ^ he could^ 

* come to that knowledge by none but the devil^ 
^ for thoie particulars were a fecret to all but 

* himfelf and another, who he was furc would 

* never fpeak of it.' 

The duke returned from hunting before tlie 
morning was fpent, and was fhut up for the fpace 
of two or three hours with his mother in White- 
hall, and when he left her, *his countenance ap- 
peared full of trouble, with a mixture of anger; 
and ihe herfclf, when the news of the duke's 
murder (which happened foon after) waaf brought 
to her, fcemed to receive it without the kaft fur- 
prize, and as a thing ihe had long forefeen. Qa^ 
ujulffn*s Hifi. 



CHAP. XXXIL 

Deformity not ahvays thefign of an rU man. 

THY. common received axbm^ that obliges* 
men to mark, or beware of thofe that God 
hath marked with any fignal deformity, does not 
conftantly hold true with rcfpe£l to all men > for 
tho' fcmie of them are perverfe and wicked in 
their inclinations ; yet wc find others fo affable, 
courteous and bond), that nature feems to make 
UDcnds fpi the difadvantageous figure of their 

OMtr 
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Mtficlait b;^ endowing them with excellent qualir 
£cutian8 withlji. 

But there was never a greater uniformity of 
iKkly and mind than in our own k. Richard III for 
in buti) he way euually deformed. He was low 
of ftature, crook-Wk'd, liook-flioulder'd» fplay- 
fdoted, goggle-eyed, hia lace fjuall and round, 
J)i9 ounplcxioji fwarthy, and hib left-arm wither *d 
jrom his birth. Born« fayN 'iVuflTcl, a monfler 
in nature, with all hin tctth, hair on hU Iteaii 
.and nailitf on hiai fingem and toca. '('ho(c vicetf 
which iii oti)cr men are pa/Eonn, in him weii: 
habitii : His cruelty wa!i not cufiuil, but natural, 
and tlic truth of hin mind wan only lying and 
fidfliood. llijL •f linglmuL 

Philopsemen, commoidy called the Great, wu 
a perfon of a very mean a(pe^, and one that 
took no care to fet himfelf off with rich apparel, 
by which mcana he wan often aflVoiUed, by fucii 
people a» could not difiinguilh the man from hia 
cloathx. He (ent notice tit owt of hi.s frieiula in 
Megaia, that he would take a fuppcr with him, 
who v^nt inmicdiutely to market to provide %\\ 
entertainment for liini. Phllopa-n»eu j'tttinj^ there 
before hih fiicnd returned, the wife, hy the mean- 
ncfa of hih dreiit, tAkiiig \\\\\\ t(» he a fervant, 
employed him in cleaving wofd for the Are,, 
which he was bufy ut wheit his ti icnd canie home,. 
who being wftondlu J at the Ht/.hf, f.ud, ' Why 

* doc« my greut frieiul rhilopienim didumour 

* himfelf aiul me, hy ihmpini^ tv» fi) miitn :tii 

* olhee V 'I 'he ||;reat man, wiih »i cheaiful ;iiiil 
obliginfj; ijiiilc, ^mfwer'd, * i ant dning pnuuu r 

* for my liomcly face, ;uul bad aj»i»iirel.* ///•/• 

I 6 Ai> 
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An emperor of Germany coming by accident 
into a church, where he found an iU-favoured 
crooked prieft faying mats, the emperor defpifed 
him as unfit to difcharge the facred offices of the 
church ; but hearing him read in the pialm ap*> 
pointed for the day, ^ h is he that made us, and. 
• not we ourfelves,' the emperor reproved him»» 
felf for his proud and harih opinion,, and enouir- 
ing into the qualifications^ of the priefl, and nnd^ 
ing him a perfbn of exemplary piety and ertulr* 
tion, he made him archbifhop and el^ftor 6f Co^ 
logn ; which great preferment he difbharged with 
all the care and fideFity imaginable. Fitzbirbert. 

iEiop, well known by his fables, that have 
obtained (b great a reputation in the world, was 
fo much deformed in body, had fo ill a face, and 
a ftuttering delivery of his words, that one can 
fcarce determine, whether he was more obliged 
to be grateful to nature for his being, or to com* 
plain and rail againil her ; to which misfortunes 
we may add his being a (lave ; yet in thefe cir- 
'cumffances, which made him the derifion of all- 
thc world, he prefervcd the freedom of his mind 
independent from the frowns of fortune, and by 
the excellency of his wit, fupported himfclf un- 
der all thefe evils without complaining, which 
gave him efteem among all people who bad fenfe 
enough to difcern a clear and bright fouJ in the 
dark lanthom of a deformed body. Csel. Rhod^ 

Bocchyris, king of Egypt, whofe name was 
made a proverb to fignify juft judgment, was de- 
formed to the laft extremity v yet in wifdom, ju- 
ftice, and knowledge, excelled all the monarcbs 
that wcbt before him. Diod. Sic. 

S€crates> 
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Socriteii the Ton of Sophronifeuii, m ttGcelleiit 
md learned philofopher, had a verv ill counte- 
nancct with feveral other corporal itfe&$f who 
hearinp; his two wivei Xantippt and Myrto in a 
iitef italoufy, braul and fcold at one another, tilV 
their loud and unruly tonguea were ofienfive to 
hia ean» he faid, ** Fio for ftiamei why do you 

* two beautiful women fall foul upon one ano- 

* ther about fo ill-favoured a fellow at Socratea 

* if/ 

Can there be produced' a more (hinins example,- 
to illuftrato this chapter, than the late Mr. Pope i 
WhO| if confulcred as a poet or philofoplier, fef- 
dom had his cquali never his fupcrior. I'hat he 
WAi deformed in his perfon, is too well knowa- 
Co be difputed i hn enemies have, at the ex- 
pence of wifBom, been at no fmall pains to ac- 
quaint the world with it. Mr. Pope himfelf oe- 
ciaAonally makes mention of it m feveral parts of 
his works, particularly in a letter to Mr. Crom- 
well, he has thefe Words : * I was, kyn ho, the 

* other day in company with a lady, who ral* 

* Iy*d my perfon fo muen as to cauft a total Aib-* 

* verfion of my countenance : Some days after, 

* to be revenged on her, I prcfcnted her, among 
^ other company, the following rondeau on that 

* occaAon. 

* YoU' know where you did defpife 

• rr'other Ay) my little eyes, 

* Little legs, and little thighs, 

^ And fome things of little ftau:, 

* You know where. 
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^ Yaui 'tis £n^ have fiae Uack^yes^ 
^ Taper legs, and tejnpting th^hs, 
* Yet wh^ 0iare tl^aa all we firi%e, 
^ b H thii% of li^ fize, 

♦ Yottkoowwhene/ 



CHAP. XXXIII. 

Wanderfid deliverances fr^tn death and other 
dangers. 

^^T^O <K>HTt danger wbere notiung is to he 
X gained, is raihneis, and a foUy to fly &oni 
Jit wtiea Jionour and the public intereft invites i 
Hheiji to do one's duty, and leave the iffiie to an 
.Atfnnlpotent and over*ruling providence, is to ad 
fiJlLe a biaye man and a chriftiaa* Sometinies 
^ger is rather iii^ginary than re^, the ftarts of 
H fu^n and an unadvifed fancy^ which vanifhcs 
lipofi a more deliberate icrudny. At other times 
the verv ftratagems employed for deftru^tion, by 
iome ftrange turn of providence, prove the 
means of deliverance. ' 'Tis a folly, iays Scr 
^ neca, to fear what cannot be avoided, or to be 
^ difcouraged at all; for he who gives oonfent 
f to that paffion, throws away his own atmsy 
* and opens his breaft to the fword of his ene- 
« my.' 

. Charles IX. of France having formed a cruel 
and barbarous defign to maflacre all the prote- 
ilants of France, caufed as many of them as he 

couldy 
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could, efpectally of the laiding men tmons them^ 
to come to court, that he might cauic them to 
be murdered in his fight, while, by his orders, the 
fimc was to be done on the fame day and hour, 
in all die other parts of the kingdom. Monfieur 
de la Force, wkh his two fons, came, and were 
among the Arft who were to be aflaflinated. The 
lather, and the eldeft fon, were foon difpatched, 
and the younger fun James, who was but four- 
teen vcars of age, but of a ready wit, feienod 
Ittmfctt dead, upon his receiving the firft bk>w» 
and fiiU at length between his father and his bro* 
dier, who were really dead i he had alfo fo much 
prefence of mind, as to take off a dramond of 
great value, which his father had upon his ftneer^ 
and to nut it into his mouth, with another which 
ke had himfclf, that he might have fomething to 
py for the cure of his wound, and to maintain 
nimfclf in feme private pkce ttil the ftorm wu 
over. Among others tliat came afterwards to 
pillage the dead of thoir cloaths, was the mafter 
of a tennis-court, who knew Monfieur dc la 
Force's fons, and was touched with compaffion 
tor them. James, who knew him, thought he 
snight truft himfclf with him, and tell him that 
he was not quite dead. The mailer of the ten- 
nis-court being ovrijovcd to fee him yet alive, 
Crovidrd him an old cloak and hat, (for he had 
ccn already robbed of his cloaths) and giving 
him a lanthorn in his hand^ put him bcii^rc 
him as if he had been his fervant, and fo di- 
rcdted him to his huufc. tlis wife cn(|uired 
who he was, but was anrwercd by the husband, 
tfiat it was nothing to her, wbofc buluKfN w;t.s 

onljr 
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only to treat him kindly. She judged by this, 
tiiat he was fome Hugonot of note, and was 
coniirmed in her opinion by the diamonds fhe 
£iw upon his fingers, whidi file was very defi- 
rous to have ; and dierefore,^ after fome time, faid 
to her husband,^ he ought to put him out of 
doors, left he ihould: bring himfelf into trouble, 
and repeated thefe difcourfes fo often, that the 
mafter of the tennis-court acquainted Mr. de la 
Force with it, who told him, he thought be 
knew, by the figns fhe made, what his wife 
would be at, and accordingly gave her one of 
the diamonds, which procured him peace and 
quiet for fome days% But becaufe he had kept 
the biggeft and beft, her wicked covetous humour 
. foon returned, to the great difquiet of her huf- 
band, who was an honeft man, and could not 
approve her fordid behaviour. He therefore de- 
fircd Monfieur de la Force not to fatisfy her co* 
▼etoufnefs, but to remove to fome other place, 
which they foon agreed fhould be to Monfieur de 
Biron's, who received him with abundance of 
joy, put him into his livery as one of his pages, 
and fent him to Biron,. where his wound being 
cured, he went thence to Guyerme, and ftaid 
there till the perfecution of the proteftants was 
over. He afterwards went to the war, and fig- 
nalized his bravery,^^ which brought him into &- 
▼our with Henry IIL and Henry IV. who made 
liim mafter of his wardrobe, and captain of his 
life-guards ;. then in gratitude he married Mon- 
fieur de Biron's daughter, and at laft was advan* 
ced to the dignity of duke, peer, and marefchal 
•f France, and died full of riches and honour at 
lourfcore years of age. Mem. Court of Framti. 

King 
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King Charles II. after Worceftcr-fight, riding 
in a difguife, before Mrs. Jane Lane, on a jour- 
ney, in order to get beyond fea, his horfe caft- 
ing a (hoe, was obliged to lead him to a finith'ii 
{hop, to have it put on aeain. The fmith asked 
the king what news ? Who anfwered, • That it 

* was thought the king was gone into Scot- 

* land.* The fmith repyr*d, • No doubt but he 

* is hid fomewhere in Lngland, and wi(hed he 

* knew where, for he could get a thouiand 

* pounds for taking him.' The king departed 
from thence, and confulting how to efcape the 
troopers in Evefham, fell into a village where a 
troop of horfe was drawn up, which ftopt the 
way i but as foon as they came near, the cap<» 
tain civilly commanded his troop to open to the 
right and left, and fo they pafled fafcly through 
a troop that was in fearch of the king. The 
kine being fick at Mr. Norton's houfe at Leigh 
in &)merfet{hire, which was the end of that jour- 
ney, the butler took him into the wine-cellar, to 
give him a glais of wine, and prefented it to his 
majefty on his knees, which the king askine the 
renfon of, the butler, whofe name was John 
Pope, reciy'd, * Sir, I know you, and will die 

* before I oetray you,* and kept his word. Hi/t. 
England. 

Two failors belonging to a (hip of Leith, at 
Gottenburgh, having refolved to make their e- 
fcape and return to Britain, agreed to make firft for 
the coaft of Norway, where they could fooneft 
' propofe a paflage to Scotland. For this purpofe 
they bought a fmall skifF for 15 s. and having got 
a little beef, fome water and bKcuit, and a com- 

pafs,-. 
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pa&-line,&f. from ^c (hip, they put to fea, but 
vrere foon drove from their latitude by a ftrong 
.cajft wind. This quite difconcerted their meafures^ 
auid reduced them to a very fad condition. They 
now law their foUy^ when it was too l:tt€ to ex- 
jpe£l relief. They wilhed for any ihore, but had 
no probable hopes of ever reaching one. Their 
fmail Bkiff was too weak to reiift bad weather, 
and tbcir provifions too fcanty to laft for fuch a 
tio^ as could lead them to any land. They 
could not fleep &»- the feas, which broke in up- 
on them, and likewife wetted them (b, that they 
were quite ienfelels, and fo feeble as to be un- 
able to work at their oars. In this difmal con- 
jdidon they continued for the fpace of eight davs, 
when a kind providence, to their inexpreflibl^ 
joy and furprize, dire&ed their boat to Scarbo- 
rough in England, where they arrived iafe* 

Seven EngUflunen being in St. Chriftopher^ 
ifland, had prepared themfelves for a voyage of 
one night, and had taken with them provifions 
with them for no longer a time. But a tempeft 
^overtaking them at (ea, carried them to far, that 
they could not return home in lefs than feven- 
teen days j in which time they were fo fparing 
.pf their one n^ht's proyiilon, that they made it 
ferve them to the fifth day ; but then being left 
deftftute of food, thev agreed to caft lots among 
themfelves, to fee wfaofe flefli and blood ihould 
btisfy the hunger and thtrft of the reft ^ which 
accordingly was ^one» and the lot fdl upon him 
who firft made the propofal, who was fo fiur 
from being difmay'd at his bard fortune, that he 
%M themj that be was well latisfied, and thought 

himfclf 
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]iim(clf happy that he could fcrvc hit frienda 
when he was dead. Whereupon one of them 
(drawn out by lot alfo) cut his throat, when 
each of them was fo dcflroua of a piece, that it 
fcarce could be divided quick enough. One CMiIy 
was found amonffft thcm,who being nearly relatea 
to the dead per(on, refolvcd to endure any tbin]| 
rather than pollute hinWclf with the blood of hai 
friend. But the next day his hunger clrota him 
into fuel) madnefi, that he tlircw himfelf into 
the Tea. At laft it plcafcd God to fliew them 
mercy in thin their nnfcrablc diftrcfii, a;id brought 
their Anall ihip to the iflc of St. Murtin, where 
they were kindly received hy the Dutch sarri- 
fony and fent back to their friends, where icaicc 
had thev fet foot on the (hore, but they were ac* 
cufed ot murder i but inevitable ncceffity plc;td- 
ing In their behalf, they were fet free by the ma* 
gUratt. NU. Tufpii Obfirv. M$i. 



CHAP. XXXIV. 

Of dUJimulatm andhypocrl^. 

IN I^olitics men are taught to comnly with tlic 
timea, and not to oppofe where they uro not 
in power to gnin their points, becaufc (clf-prc-* 
fervation it a j^incinlc in natiu^ never to be dc- 
ferted \ but this will not hold in religion, where 
virtue is at all times to bo the guide of our ac*- 
tions. Sincerity is a ftranger in our days. Truth 
is feldon> fpoke, and to kcq> one's word is out 
of faihion. Simplicity and fricndibip arc turned 
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into difSmulation and hypocrify, by which £hcj^ 
draw men into their fnares, and then ofFgoes th« 
mask, that the devil may appear in his own like^ 
ncli. . ^ 

One of Julius Caefar's great bkmifiies wav 
tiiat he had perfe£Uy learned the arts of diffimu- 
lation and hypocrify, for tho' he pretended to 
love and honour Ponjpey, yet he fought and ac- 
complilh'd his deftruflion. When Cicero pub-; 
lickly reproach'd him, he would neither aniwer 
him, or feem to be angry with htm, and vet, at 
the fame time, pufhed on Clodius againit himf 
and caufed him to be banifli'd. If he thought 
any man his enemy, he would feem out of great-* 
Tiefs of foul to contemn and defpife him, as an 
incompetent adverfary ; but would never fail to 
gratify his malice, and be revenged on him by 
fome other hand* Zuing, Theat, 

Charles IX. of France was alfo a proficient in 
this fcience \ for, a little before the Parifian maf- 
facre, that was of his own contriving, he thvited 
the admiral Qoligny to court, care&d him in a 
particular manner, called him father, protefted 
he had a great efteem for his parts and perfon, 
and vow'd, for the future, to govern himfelf 
and kingdom by his prudent council j and yet 
all this time had murder in hb heart, which 
fhortly after was barbaroufly executed. Htft. uf 
France. 

Richard, duke of Gloucefler, was fb artifictal 
a diflembler, that there was more danger m h» 
fmooth than in his rough behaviour ; and, at the 
fame time, refufed the crown when ofFer'd him, 
when the whole kingdom knew he was wadif^ 
thro* afea of blood, and other mifchiefs, to rw 
C&e ZawfiU heir of it» HiJI. of E^i. 
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'. Tlie Engliih rebellion was one continued (eri^ 
of diffimulation and hypocrify, both in the Ei)g- 
Ufh and Scots rebellion i they both promifed the 
prefervation of the king's perfon, crown /and 
dignitv, and yet raifed a war, and endeavoured 
to kill him in the field. They both covenanted 
to make him a glorious king, and deliver him 
txom his enemies i and yet when the king put 
himfelf into the hands of the Scots for his fafety, 
they fold him to the Englifh for 400000 pounas, 
who inhumanly and barbaroufly murdered him. 
Ibid. 

Oliver Cromwell was a h)rpocrite In perfefUon, 
for tho' he had more than ordinary fenfc and 
courage, vet he would whine and cant to admi- 
ration, when he found that it would better ad* 
yance his defims among the Fanatics. He was 
of no one fsS^on in religion, and yet, by his 
deep diffimulation, kept himfelf the fupreme head 
of them all. He cajoled the Presbjrterians, flat- 
tered the Independants, carcfled the Anabaptifh^ 
and kept them in continual jars with one an- 
other, that they might have no leifure to unite 
againft him. He took the king from Holmby, 
under pretence of giving his majefty better ufage 
than he had from the parliament, and then by 
purging the houfe, and fetdng up Non-addreflbrs 
among the Rump, fpilt the blood of the king. 
He fim heated the Rump againft the army, for 
daring to prefcribe laws to their matters 5 then 
enraged the army againft the Rump, as betrayers 
of their truft j at length ftruck in with the army, 
turned the Rump out of doors, and then having 
fwom againft the government of a fmglc perfon, 
fet up himfelf Lord Protestor. Ibid. 

Sir 
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Yet moft of thcfe reafons arc only allowable cum 
nunfura ; but when it comes to be abfque modo^ 
il^thout a mean, the pleafure is loft, the man is 
funk into beaft, and lays himfelf open to every 
temptation. « 

St. Auftin gives us a melancholy and dreadful 
relation of a man that was tempted by the devil 
to commit one of thefe three fms, viz. to mur- 
der his £ither, to lie with his mother, or to be 
drunk, and for want of imploring divine affi- 
ftance to withftand the provocation, contented 
to commit what he thought was the leaft of thefe 
three fins, viz. to be drunk ; and when he was 
fo, and religion, reafon and humanity had de- 
ferted him, he did both murder his father, and 
Carnally lie wfth his mother. 

A gentleman having been drinking to excels, 
in a tavern, as he was going home fell down in 
the ftreet with his fword by his fide, not being 
able to get up again. When a man accidentally 
coming by, and hearing the voice of another 
that he had a fpight againft not far from him, 
drew out the drunken man's fword, purfued his 
enemy, and killed him with it. The watch 
walking their rounds, and finding a man dead 
vrith a fword in his body, and alfo the drunken 
man with a fcabbard by his fide without a fword, 
and upon trial finding the fword in the dead man 
fitted the drunken man's fcabbard, they appre- 
hended him for the murder, for which he was 
afterwards, upon the ftrength of the circum- 
ftances, condemned and executed. Not long af- 
ter the murxlerer being fentenced to die for fome 
other crime, confeffed it was he that killed the 
man, to gratify a private revenge. HenrU. ab 
Herns. Obfer. Med. 
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A noblcmaii that ihidial in an univcrfity in 
upper Germany, making an entertainment in 
his chamber for fome of his fello\v-acadeniiaai, 
drsink to fuch a pitch, tliat he was incbri- 
aJM before the reft of liis aflbciateN, and falling 
aueep, all liis company Ic^t him leaning upon 
the tabic. A great wax candle (landing upon the 
table near him» he infenfiMy threw it down, 
which falling under Iiis breaft, fnirnt him fo lior- 
ribly as to Inew his vitals. He lived three days 
after this accident, in unfpeakahle torments, and 
then died j but not without repeated admonitioiw 
to his companions, to foifake thofe vicious habits, 
and live with greater fobriety and temperance. 
Itid. 

Ariftotle inveighing againfl: the luxury and in- 
temperance of the Syracufians, tells us, tliat 
Dionyfius the Younger was fo accuflomcd to de- 
bauchery, that he W(nild continue drunk alwvc 
five months togciher; and was not reclaimM 
from that vicious courli of life, till he faw it 
had almoft deprived him of his eye-fight. 

Lycifcus, one of Ag;ithoelcs's captains in the 
wars of Africa, being invited by the king to 
fuppcr with other oflicon?, threw fo much liquor 
down his tluoat, that his tongue took the liberty 
to give fcurrilous words to his fovereign, which 
Agathodcs coniidering as the eftetSts of wine 
bore it patiently, and p\it off his reproaches wifii 
jefts, tho* the prince, his fon, refentcd the in- 
dignity, and thrcatenM to chaftize his infolencc. 
Supper being ended, the officers attended the 
prince to his tent, where J^yeilcus took the 
fame liberty to abufe the prince, and reproach 
hiin with no lefs fcandalous a crime, thau lying 
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with Alcia his mother-in-law ; which the prince 
beinf unable to bear^ he wrefted a fpear out of 
a foldier's hand, and thrufting it through Lycif- 
cus's body, he drop'd down dead at his feet 
Thus excefs of wine producing ill manners, ei4l- 
ed in a violent death. Lonic, Theatr. 

An Englifli gentleman having confumed an 
eftate in drunkennefs of about three hundred 
pounds a year, and reduced himfelf, his wife and 
children to extreme want and mifery ; one day 
feeing them all in tears for want of food, having 
made away all their beft moveables, and the very 
cloaths from their backs, it fo affli^ed him, that 
he went to the tavern where he had fpent the 
greateft part of his eftate, and telling the vintner 
the deplorable condition of his wife and children, 
prayed him to lend him ten {hillings, but the 
vintner refufed to do it ; he then begg'd him to 
fend them a dinner, but that was denied him 
alfo i and to add to his forrojv, the vintner's 
wife taunted him, telling the gentleman, that 
Ihe heard his wife had ftill her wedding-ring left, 
and if ihe would fend that, flie (hould fend them 
a dinner, but not otherwife. This ftruck the 
miferable gentleman to the heart, infomuch, that 
he went home and attempted to kill himfelf; but 
being prevented by his wife, he fat down very 
melancholy in a chair, and died in half an hour. 
The Turks celebrating their feaft of Byram 
in October 1613, (which is our Eafter) a Turk 
having drank wine too freely, which is forbidden 
by their laws, he was apprehended and carried 
before the Grand Vizir, who feeing him drunk, 
^ufed boiling lead to be poured into his mouth 

and 
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and ears, committing the fm of murder to punifli 
the vice of drunkennefs. Turk. Hifi. 

A great man in Poland, in the reign of king 
Cafimir III. 1333, having drank and rioted awa/ 
a plentiful efltate, and being unpitied by his re- 
lationS) fell into a deep melancholy dfiftem^er^ 
without hopes of life ; whereupon fome of his 
;icquaintance, not thinking he had wafted all^ 
periuaded him to make his will, which he re- 
Aifed to do, without aiEgning a reafon for it* 
They preiTed him to it again by the common ar« 
ftuments employed in fuch cafes i which driving 
him into a kind of frenzy, by refle£ling upon 
hsmfelf, he made them this anfwer, < I have fpcnt 
my whole fortune in drink and intemperance, 
and have nothing now to difpofe of worth the 
eivim : hovircver, to comply with your requeftf 
I will make my teftament, which take in thefo 
few words, viz. I bequeath my vice of drun-r 
kennefs to be fhared among my enemies, my 
foul to the devil for blafpheming God in my 
drunken fits, my companions to the devil for 
enticing me to debauchery, and my prieft ta 
t^'e devil for flattering me in it.' And fo ended 
his davs under fearful apprehcnfions of futurity, 
Hartinoci. 
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CHAP. XXXVI. 

Of dwarfs^ and men much below the common 
ftandard, 

A Dwarf, if he has a perfefl fymmetry and 
proportion in all his parts, may be called 
a curious piece of nature's workmanfhip in little, 
or a hiftory of man writ in fliort-hand, and may 
be valued as fome pidures, or machines in mi- 
niature, are beyond thofe of a larger fize : But 
whether there being not fo ufeful does not make 
an abatement, I leave others to determine. 
. Julia, niece of Auguftus Caefar, had a dwarf 
but two foot and a hands breadth high, wrhom 
fee called Conopas, and was much fevour'd by 
his lady. Her freed-woman, named Andromeda, 
was exacSly of the fame fize. It is to be lament- 
ed, that the lady did not make a match between 
them, to have propagated a race of Pigmies in 
the Roman empire, rliny* 

Marcus Varro reports, that there were two 
gentlemen and knights of Rome, whofe names 
were Marius Maximus, and Marcus Tullius, 
that did not exceed the height of two cubits, 
but fays nothing of their chivalry. Plin.Nat.HiJi, 

But thefe were Giants in comparifon of what 
'we are told by another author, that fays there 
was feen in tlie regions of Hgypt, in the reign of 
Theodofius, a diminutive rigmy, fo fmall of 
body, that he rcfembled a partridge, and yet per- 
formcd all the functions of a grown man, and 

bad 
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had an excellent voice in fmging. He lived, fays 
my author, till he wras twenty years of age. 6V- 
tner. hor, fubctftv. 

John de Eftrix of Mcchlen, whom, fays Pla- 
terus, I faw Anno 1592, as he was carrying 
through Bafil, to be fhcwed to the duke of rar- 
ma, who was then in Flanders, was thirty-five 
years of age, had a long beard, his limbs flrait 
and agreeable, that was but three foot high, in- 
fomuch that he could not go up a pair of ftairs 
without the help of a fcrvant. He had a great 
fliarc of fcnfc and ingenuity, fpoke three lan- 
guages in perfection, would play well at moft 
games, and was very induftrious in any thing he 
was capable of undertaking. 

Quintus and Lcntulus, brothers to Marcus 
TuUius Cicero, were both men of a very (hort 
ftature, which gave him occafion to exercife hia 
wit upon them \ for coming into a diftrift where 
his brother had bore the office of pnetor, aiifd 
feeing his ftatue carved only to the waftc, faid, 

* My half-brother is bigger than the whole \* 
and at another time feeing Lentulus with a fword 
on, faid, * Who hath tycd my brother to a 

* fword.' Macroh. Sat, 

Befides dwarfs, thro' fomc defi.ciency in na- 
ture, there is a way of making them fo by art ; 
for, fays Lipfius, if you anoint their backbones 
in their very infancy with the greafc of moles, 
batts and dormice, they will be but of a very 
(hort ftature. He alfo fays, that the Uononian3 
in Italy, to make their dogs very little, wafli 
their feet and backbones very often, from the 
firft day of their being pupp*d, in cold fpring- 
watcr, which drying and hardning thofc ported 
hinder their cxteimon. 
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CHAP. XXXVIL 

Of great eaters^ and fitch asjwailowedjlones. 

THERE is a difeafe that the phyfictans call 
a dog'-Kke appetite, which allows nobounds^ 
and thofe who are fb unfortunate as to have it, 
are ever devouring, and the more they eat, the 
more they defire t«x do fo, and never think they 
huvc enough* Thcfe men are the obje£b. of 
fity. But when men cat merely out of wan* 
tonnefs and cuilom, or a delight they take in 
gormandizing, they may be reckon'd among the . 
monflers in nature, and fcandaUzers of tempe**' 
ranee* 

When a man was prefented to king James I. 
that ccuU eat a &eep at one zxveal, the king 
asked him what be could do more than another 
man \ and being anfwered he could not do &i 
much, the king fald, ' Hang him then, for 'tis 
^ unfit a man &)uld live> that eats as much as 
* twenty men, and can't do fo much as one/ . 

The emperor Clodius Albinus would devour 
more apples at once than a bufhel would hold. 
He would eat iive hundred figs to his breokfaft, 
^faUndlred peaches, ten mefens, twenty pound 
weight of grapes, and four hundred oyfters. Lif^ 

One of our Danifti kings, named Hardiknute, 
"was ib great a glutton, that an hiftorian caUs 
him Bocca de Porco, Swine's Mouth. His tables 
vere covered four times a day with the moft coft- 
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\y viands that either the air, fea, or land could 
furni£b» and as he lived he died \ for revelling 
and caroufing at a wedding-banquet at Lambeth, 
he fell down dead* His death was fo welcome 
to his fubiefls, that they celebrated the day with 
foorts andf paftimes, calling it Hock-tide, which 
fignifies fcorn and contempt. With this king 
ended the reign of the Danes in England. Hifi. 
•/ Engl 

Nicholas Wood, of Harrifon in Kent, eat a 
whole fheep, of fixteen (hiliingi price, at one 
meal raw ; at another time thirty dozen of pi- 
geons. At Sir William Sydley's, in tlie fame 
county, he eat as much viduals as would have 
fufiicM thirty men. At the lord Wotton*s man- 
fion-houfe in Kent he devoured at one dinner 
fbuffcoro and four » rabbits, which by computa- 
tion, at half a rabbit a man, would have ferved 
a hundred threefcore and eight men. He eat to 
hn breakfaft eighteen yards of black-pudding. 
He devoured a whole hog at one fitting down ( 
and after it three pecks of damofins. FulUr^s 
Worth. 

A late counfellor at law, whofe name was 
Mallet, well known in the reign of k. Charles I. 
eat at one time as much meat as was provided 
for thirty men, at twelve-pence apiece. He fed 
generally on ox-livers, hearts, &c. He lived to 
almoft fixty years of age, and for the fevcn laft 
years of his life eat as moderately as other meo*. 
yid. Narrat. of his life. 

Not long fiace, (ays the incomparable Mr- 

Boyle, there was in Etigland a private centineU 

that was much talk*d of, not only for fwallowing, 

but for digefting ftoncs ; and a very inquifitive 

K 4 man^ 
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'man, that gave the bell account of him, aflured 
that great philofopher, that he knew him very 
well, and merely out of curiofity had feveral 
times kept him company for twenty-four hours 
together, on purpofe to v^-atch him, and was 
certain that all that time he eat nothing but 
floncs ; and that his groffcr excrements confifted 
principally of a gravelly fandy matter, as if the 
ftones he fwallowed bad been difiblved in his 
body, and came from him in that fubftance. 
BcyU's Exp.Philof. 

There was a certain little man, lately living 
in Rofemary Lane London, that to get money 
travelled formerly into feveral counties in Eng- 
land, and {hewed himfelf as one that lived upon 
ftones, and would fwallow them in great num- 
bers, and (baking his belly you might hear them 
rattle like ftones in a bag ; but that he lived 
fcTely upon* ftones was only a pretence to invite 
fpeftators and cuftomers ; for he eat the bcft 
meat his purfe would reach to, tho' as privately 
as he coiild. The latter part of his life he tooK 
up the trade of cutting corns,, walk'd the ftreets 
every day for employment, and was fo remark- 
able a figure, that every body knew him. He 
would for fix- pence and a quart of ale at any 
time fwallow twenty pebble ftones. I have feen 
him do it, and examining what cfFeft they had 
upon his body, he faid, * He knew no harm 
'* they ever did him, but in making him very 
* hungry after he had voided them -, and faid 
"* they alvi^ys came away whole.' 

CHAP. 
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CHAP. XXXVIIF. 
RmarkdU wjlanccs of eloquence. 

TO fi>eak well (hews a curious vivacity of 
wit, and is a gicut llcp to prefonncnt \ but 
he that acconipunic:* his oratory witli a good acr 
tion, is arrivcfi to the height of pcrtcdion. In 
fpeakijiB or writing, brevity and pcrfpicuity ought 
to guide the intention and execution, lie that 
fetches a tedious comixifs in words docs but 
ainufc and tire lunifclf and his auditors. Another 
rock to be avoiiled amojig thofc that fee up for 
orators, is afVc^Etation, which ulwtiys ipoils the 
fined things : And in Omnning u(fe<lhition great 
care mud he taken^ lead you f«dl into it» by at* 
fciSting not to be affe£led. 

Higelias, the Cyrenian orator, had fuch an ex- 
cellent faculty in difpluying the niifcrics of hu- 
man life, and the advantages of dying, that Pto- 
lomy forbid him to hamnj;ue anv more on th;it 
fubjeil I becaufe nwny of his fubjcils were per- 
fuaded to hailen their ends by a voluntary death, 
ytiUr. Mtixim, 

John Tiptuft, carl of Worccflcr, ftudicd !u 
Baliol--Coll<|»;e in the unlvcrfity of Oxford, in 
the rcimi of KiKvurd IV. and was the firft Kng- 
liih nobleman that gave a reputation to leurning 
by his afliduity in obtaining it. Ho (hewed him*- 
felf fo ^»:rcat a niafter of elocution in an oration 
lie made before pone Piu$ II. in the Vatican^ 
that his holinc/k fell into tcarv and admiratioju 
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Demofthcnes enter'd into the fervice of the re* 
public of Athens under great diffieuldes for an 
orator ; he ftammered in his l'|>eech, had an odd 
motion in his ihoulders, was hard of hearings 
and troubled wkh a (hort breath ; yet in time 
correflrng thefe infirmities by art and exercifes, 
he excelled the Sophifts m wit, aH thofe that 
pleaded in the Forum, and was celebrated as one 
of the moft exCeDent orators of the age he lived 
in- Plutarch, in Demoji. 

Marcus TuHms Cicero had all the parts of 
elocution in fuch pcrfeAion^ that he was able to 
fpeak wifth the vigour of Demofthenes, the co- 
ptoufnefr of Plato, and the pleafantry of Ifo-^ 
crates at the fame time. What was excellent in 
other oratonsi he not bnly made his own, but 
improved it to the utmoft advantage. He did 
not only plead, but was faid^ to reign in caufes ; 
for by the power of his eloquence, and a happy 
wit and genius, hq charmed the ears of the fc- 
nators to his tongue^ and biafTed their opinions 
to the fide he was concern'd for. Plut. in Cic, 

Cyneas^ the Theflalian, was an auditor of De- 
moftlienes, and often ferit embaflador by king 
*Pyrrhus to the cities he was in controverfy with* 
He would always mix perfuafions to peace wkh 
threatnings of war, and by gentle and winning 
^xprciEons, would firft captivate their attentions, 
and then conquer their obftinacy ; which caufed 
his mafter king Pyrrhus to lay, ' That Cyneaa*s 
* eloquence had gain'd him more cities than bis 
' foldiers had done by their arms.* Zuin. 

AppoUonius Molon, of the city of Rhodes^ 

was. tutor to C. Julius Caefar, under whom he 

profited to that degree in eloquence^ that few 

I (equalled^ 



RemariaSle inflames of eloquence. 203 

equalled) none exceeded him in it, as was ac* 
kttowlc^ged by thofe that hated him. Cicero^ 
in an epiltle to Brutus, extolled him for one that 
was mafter of a fluenti mafculinc and generous 
method in (peaking. And in another to Corne- 
lius Nepos» iays, < Who can you prefer before 

* Csefar for an elegant wa^in difcourfing, even 

* among thofe whofe bufmefs is oratory \ who> 

* fays Im, b more brisk and witty, who more 
^ fententious and florid^ who has a better gefture 
^ in delivering himfelf, and yet without a<Ied« 

* tation or rambling/ Smtin. 

Demades was but of mean' extnAion, and 
confequentty of but a mean educatk>n, hit &ther 
being but an ordinary feaman, and he hinifelf 
had (ome time no bctUT employment than a com- 
mon porter } but when he betook himfelf to the 
fervice of the republic in Athens, he (hewed 
fuch excellent natural parts, that he foared above 
the common pitch of art, and the ftudied fpeechca 
of DcmoAhcncs himfelf were obfcured by hb ex- 
temporary eloquence. Pint, in Dtrnoflh^ 

Pericles the Athenian was fo powerful an ora- 
tor, that he was faid to curry a thunder bolt la 
hb toiigue, ami to (Irikc thofe mute that con- 
tended in any caufe agaihft him. He was very 
careful in compofing his orations, and whenfo- 
ever he Wiis to f^KMk in public, implored the af« 
fillancc of tlic Gods, tliat no word might drop 
from his mouth, that was dUagrceable to the 
fabjeA-nuttcr under diibatc. Plut. in Pvic^ 
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CHAP. XXXIX. 

Of fidelity mid treachery in embajjadors. 

IT is highly rcquifitc that an cmbafladorlhould 
be a wife man, out of danger of being im- 
pofed lUpon by the artifice of thofe he negotiates 
with ; learned in the laws and conftitutions of 
foreign kingdoms and flates, as well as of his 
own country, that he may carry it equally on 
both hands j clofc, till he difcovers what the 
prince he is fcnt to would be at ; for he that 
plays an open game is in a fair way of lofing all. 
Above all, an embaflador muft have prudence 
and courage to* fecurc a retreat when he is at a 
lofs ; for a wife man may commit a fault, but 
they are fools that can't conceal their errors, 
•ftift the fccne to their own advantage, and re- 
imbcllifh as occafion offers. 

When Darius, fon of Hyftafpis, had made a 
dcfcent into Scythia, that people dcftroyed all the 
forage and provifions, that the invaders muft ei- 
ther retreat or pcrifli ; jnd when this was done, 
fcnt an embaflkdor to Darius with thefe odd 
kind of prefents, a bird, a moufe, a frog, gnd 
five arrows. The Perfmns asked the embaflador 
-that brought them, what was imported by thefe 
HierogKphics. The Scythian made them anfwef, 
that he had no other commands, but to deliver 
them, and leave it to the ingenuity of the Per- 
^Qsjto find out the meaning of them. Darius 
was of opinion that 'they brought the fubmiilioa 
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nf th^ Scytl)lAnH| mm\ yUUM hlin thf» mIpi i^uith 
nnil wi^teri 1 but U<ihrlt)h| \^ wi(W' nmn thHii thv 
ft»fti gut^fllng lit their flgnHivtttliin fnwn tht* pq- 
fture tif f hrlr own ftftttlr«i fwlcli • ( ) yp IVrllmw, 

• \\t\\if(k you Hr^ nhlt^ tn Ay In tha ulr llkci a bln^, 
« witirn info hol()i«, umt hida ytanfrlvrii uiulrr tho 
^ ^MPtn llkt) A nuntfis or caii (Wim in thu \Vutt*r 

• • llk«J A trnjj, you nuil^ tixiWt ymir tlewfh rmm 

• tiitife »rr^>w«.' Hut tht> iVilmnn fiilltiwrd thfrr 
(iwn vonUru^lioni And hml It not brrn for tin in* 
trvveninR fttvlvUnt, IWlua, nor non»^ of hiv (iri'Mt 
iirmyi M tiwv rdurnrj Into rhrir iwn nuin- 
try I for thty wt^ie wll routnl, ftoil Dttrlun f»«vpi| 
hlinti?lf by tlin,ht. by thu St'yihUn>* miUt»kln|j; t|m 

Al^'jemulrr thrj tlreiit brln^ e^nrirnu^ly un^jry 
with thu LantnfMC^nmnn, thfy fcnt Anttvc^nirnc^ti 
M thrlr vmbftllmlor to hinu who Imtl liunrfinw 
bwn tuttir to AtexhuJeri In hopvH ho ml{ihr piv- 
V4ll fiU' their p^rjon. A^ fonn Alrvrtiulrr Uw 
him, he folfn\Mlv vowml, hu wtuilij ^/unt ntw 
thing they iluuilil rtupicll t»f Idm i whit h Aimn^- 
mrn^ti ht^infr m t|UMlnii?il with, falil, * (> king, 

• my humhld rtcpujft !«, timt Iwyhiti; Mllilr aU 

• wmPttfllon, thou wu\iliHk utfrilv ruin with flw 

• wnd iwortl thotuuntry of An^Hi'mtMirw, thv nm- 

• lUn'.' Ho AWxHoJt^r, who hml i»rhfiwilu re- 
fiilvtnj to ilt> it, WM ohll^ril to fnrtiJN <? thcn\ tur 
bU tmth'H fttk0. /ww. 77»f#/^/', 

While the mwK'h W4«i on foot hctwren pilntv 
Ilenry, fon of king jun^en 1. mi\ tl}e Infants of 
Kpaln, fcifrrt4iy Httliwhury A^fpetHctl th«i Sn^nUnh* 
ACUit ilridirfulty, itnit therefore putting, tne duke 
lie Ktrnm hwrd to n, ho tiwnM there W4»i iu> fuih 
iuimnllUoti fvutti the king uf H^Ux to tivdt i^t 
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a marriage. Salisbury (cnt for the Spaiitib em- 
baflador Wore the council, and rq>roacbed him 
with abuflng the king and Idngdom, (hewing 
him the danger he hlA run hioSdf ink), if die 
king of England flioukl reient it The embaT* 
(ador anfwer^d it was a weighty affair, and thii 
bein^ Saturday, defured time till Monday to give 
in hi8 anfwen On Monday he appeared again^ 
and thus began hit defence. * My ibul apper- 

* uinii to God, my life is at the difpofal of the 

* king my mafter; but my reputation it my 
^ own, and I will not lofe the firft, and the kit 
^ to preferve the fecond/ Then laid down his 
credentialt and inftru^liont under the king of 
Spain's hand, fheyred himfclf an honeft man in 
his ncgociation \ but wat quickly called home, 
and wore out the reft of hit days under the dif- 
pleaTurc of the Spanifli court. Court of K. Janut, 

Sir Nicholas de Book was fent hi Valdcmarus, 
marquis of Brandenburg, to give nis fuffrage to 
make Philippus Pulcher duke of Auftria king of 
the Romans ; but the cmbaflador being corrupt- 
ed, and feeing Ivcwis duke of Bavaria was like 
to carry the election, he fcratched out the name 
of Philip, and put in that of Lewis into his in- 
ftruAions ; for which breach of truft, the mar- 
GUIS at his return put him into prifon, ;ind fuf- 
fered him to be (amiflied to death. 7.uln, rhiat. 

The Florentines lent one Francifcu«, a civi- 
lian, embaflador to Joan queen of Naples, ; who 
having formerly heard, that the queen had a 
common kindneft for handfome men, in which 
numlier he thought himfclf included, after be 
had his audience, he told the queen lie had fomc- 
thing lo communicate to her majcfty in private ; 

where- 
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whereupon the queen withdrew with him into 
her priv]r<hiimber, where Fnuiciicut miMle it 
hia reaueft to the quean that he might be ad* 
mitted into her embmceH fuul have the honour 
of lying with her. The queen admiring at his 
knpudencet aaked him if that wai nart of hi» 
commifliony and bid hhn return to hia maftera, 
taking no other revense, than cauilng It to be 
entered with the reft or hia negoeiadona into tha 
ibte^journala, UiJ. 

The bifliop of Rod kx Scotbnd waa accufed 
for plottfaiff againft queen Eltaabethy in order to 
advance Mary cjueen of Seota to the crown of 
£ngland« and being apprehended, it caofed great 
ilebatea what (hould be done with himi ho be« 
ing an embaflador \ hut the learned civiliana hav- 
ing determined that he had forfeited that cha- 
laSer, he waa brought before the aueen and 
council in order to be puniihed. The mihop an« 
fwered, ^ That he waa an embaf&dor of an ab- 
^ folute queen, whofe privikj^ea were not to be 
« violated.' Lord Burleigh, m a grave replyt 
ihewed him, * That the privilegea of an embaf* 
< fador could not oroteil him in ofFcncea againft 

* the public majefty of a prince, but that he wa» 

* liable to be pumih'd, or elfe every lewd em** 
^ baflador might attempt againft the Uvea of 

* princea without controul/ When they began to 
urge him with Engliih evidenccat he prayed them 
not to proceed on that mamier i for by a con- 
ftant-received cuftom, which had now obtained 
the force of a law, the tcftln^ony of an Kngliih-* 
man againft a Scot, or of a Scot againft an Kn^ 

f;lift)man waa not to be received aa evidence* 
Jowever he waa committed to the tower. Hi/i* 
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CHAP. XL. 

Of envy J and Us bad effelts. 

MA L I c E and envy are two links of a chain, 
which bind the envious to felf-created tor- 
ments : for the beft definition of envy is couch'd 
in thefe few words ; a forrow for any good th:.t 
happens to another, and joy at their misfor- 
tunes. 'Tis a difeafe that preys upon the perfon 
that nourilhes it. Other enormities may have 
-pleafure or profit in them, and admit of excufes, 
but this has neither. 

Nothing fo much ftains the glory of Alex- 
ander the Great, as that to fupport his owa an> 
bition, in being thought the greateft in every 
thing, he envied all mankind that had pretence 
to virtue, or excelled in any employment or en^ 
terprize, becaufe he thought the praife that was 
given to others detraftcd from himfclf He en- 
vied Pcrdiccas for being brave ; Lyfimachus for 
underflanding the politics of war, and the arts 
of a general ; and Sclcucus for his undaunted 
courage. He hated Antigomis for his liberality ; 
Attalus for his authority j and Ptolomy for his 
continued profperity. /Lilian, var, HiJL 

Cambyfcs, king of Perfia, being informed that 
his brother Smerdis could draw a ftronger bow 
•|han any man in the army, was fo enraged a- 
eainfl him for that manly quality, that he caufed 
.him to be inhumanly butcher'd. Diodor. Sic. 
.Ml. 

Thofe 
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Thofe two great men, Plato and Xcnonhon, 
were cotemporaries, both employed their ftudtea 
on the fame fubjcdt, and both were pcrfons of 
the higheft cfteem in therr generation, and yet 
both .were fuppofcd to be tainted with the per- 
nicious humour of envy •, for tho* both of them 
were great writers, and were in other things 
well known to one anotlier, yet neither of them 
fo much as quoted, or in any kind mentioned 
the other, in any of their elaborate and learned 
pieces. SahlL Ex, 

When Richard I. king of England, and Philijj 
king of France, were engaged in a war againlt 
the Turks, for the recovery of the Holy Land, 
«nd were both at the fiege of Acon^ Richard 
exceeding the other king in military afl^airs, and 
tieing better beloved by the army, it proved a 
"canker in the heart of king Philip. He could 
not endure to hear Richard commended for his 
bravery, but quarrel'd at all he did or faid, and 
in mere difpleafure and malice left the fiege, re- 
turn'd into France, and Invaded the territories 
of England, to take his revenge while the king 
^aa abfent. Burton* s Mtlan. 
i But what in its kind furpafles aU the reft, as 
% ridiculous and abfurd piece of malice and envv 
In the fuperlative degree, is the relation of a ricn 
man given us by Quintilian, who being infefted 
with this difeafe, poifoned the flowers and herbs 
in his garden, that his neighbours bees might ga^ 
ther no more honey from them, hid^ 

Envy's the worft of fiends, procurer of fad events. 
And only good when (he herfclf torments. 

Cowley. 
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CHAP. XLL 

Error and mjiakes from wbena ibey arifi^ 
with the ill confiquences of tbem. 

THAT aU the good and evil of thii life de* 
pends upon the varioui paffions incident to 
men's mindsi there needs no other inftru^on 
than their dear-bought experience, which has too 
often convinced thcm^ that while out of weak- 
nefs they have fuiFered themfelves to be feduc'd 
and tranfported b^ the excefs of their afiedlions, 
they have ^kn Mo errors that hare more de« 
jclbd their fpir its» thaa a long fuconftQH af mis- 
fortunct comM ever do, «m front wbeiice na 
other fruit could be expeAedy but that of fliameb^ 
ibrrow and repentance, ^ia a great flfiiftake 
when men attribute their errors to tht want of 
an omniiSzient underflandinff* when the £iuh lies 
in the ill ufe of that knowledge we have in the 
conduct of our defires, fuggefted by paflionsf 
which might be remedied by a fteady belief of, 
and entire dependance upon divine providence. 

In the &tal fight at rhaippi, betwixt Brutus 
and Caffiua on the one fidet and Odavius and 
Antony on the other» Brutus, bad beaten Ofh* 
viua's right wing» and forced them to fljr, and . 
Antony liad compelled Caffiua to retreat with the 
left wing, but not to a greater diilance than a 
nei^bouring hiU, where he could with eafe have 
rallied his foldiers, and renewed die fisht ; but 
Ac cloud of duft that arofc^ hindering him from 

fee- 
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iceing Brutus's fucccrsi he fent Lucius Titinniut 
to know in what condition Brutus was, who 
finding them vigors, he was returning to impart 
the good news, and carried a party with him to 
reinrorce thofe that had retreated. Caffius fee* 
in^ them coming, and by an unhappy miftake 
• thmking they were enemies, and that Brutus was 
routed, cauied Pindarus, his frecdman, to cut 
his throat ; and Titinnius finding him dead, flew 
himfelf alfo, fuppofins his unadvifed hafte to be 
the caufe of that misfortune, which comine to 
the knowledge of Brutus, it fo utterly difpirited 
him, that he loft his late-acquired victory with 
bis life. Plut, in Brut$. 

Johanna, dueen of Navarre, being invited to 
.a fumptuous teaft by the queen her mother, in a 
few days after {he made her vifit> fell dwge^ 
louily Uck of a pleurify, for the cure whereof 
.a fux^^eon was ordered to open the Vena BafiUcai, 
but either thro' ignorance^ or intdvertencjr, h0 
opened the wrong vein, which inftead* of giving 
the princefi eafe and health, his miftake coft the 
b4yherUfe. Scbmi. Oif. MtJ. 

A pamper'd cardinal, forgetting his vow of cba* 
ftity, had a fcandalous converfation with a citi-* 
zen's wife of Rome, which her husband not 
only confented to, but pimp'd to procure them' 
opportunities; at which the husband's brother 
thinking the honour of his femily was concern'd 
in fo notorious a reproach, vow'd no lc& re- 
. ven^e than the death of the caidinal. The latter 
having one night provided a fupper at his mif- 
trefs's houfe, and the brother having notice of it, 
.hid himfelf there to put hisk intended defign ip 
executions but the cardinal being detained on 
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fome emergent affairs, drd not go .that night. 
The husband being weary in fitting up late in 
•expeftadon of his coming, at laft went and took 
his repofe with his wife, in the bed that was 
provided for the cardinal. The brother at mid- 
night finding all quiet, and fuppofing the cardinal 
was in bed with his fifter-in-law, forced into the 
chamber, and rafhly killed them both. In the 
"morning being made fenfible of his error, having 
firft (for a fum of money) engaged a prieft to 
poifon the cardinal, he voluntarily banMh*d hhrt- 
felf as a punifhment for his imprudence. L&nie* 
•Theatr. 

Edward Seymour, dvike of Somerfet, uncle 
and protestor to the young king Edward VI. hap- 
pening not to be at the council-board when mat- 
ters were concerted there to bring him to a trial 
for pretended high-treafon, of which his enemies 
had accufed him, Robert lord Rich, lord-chan- 
cellor of England, who dwelt then in Great St. 
Bartholomew's Clofe, tho' he feem'd to agree 
in the fentiments of the reft of the council, yet 
having a fpecial favour for his friend the duke of 
Somerfet, fent him a letter, informing him with 
*what was tranfacSiing againft him in council, and 
out of hafte only fuperfcrib*d the letter to the 
duke, without any other addition, and charged 
his feivant, who was but a raw giddy-headed fel- 
low, and lately entertain'd in his fcrvice, to de- 
liver it fafely and fecretly. The fervant better 
employing his fpeed than his difcretion, and his 
lord wondering he came back fo foon, asked 
him where the duke was when he delivered him 
the letter ? The fellow anfwer'd, at his palace 
in the Charte^houfer, by the fame token he read 

iti 
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k at the window, and fmlled at the contents of 
it ; but this relation put the lord Rich into a 
quite contrary humour, as dreading the confe- 
quence of his fervant's miftake, who, inftead of 
die duke of Somerfet, had delivered the letter 
to the duke of Norfolk, who was no friend to 
the lord chancellor, and a profefs'd antagonift to 
the lord proteftor. This miftake coft him the 
lofe of the office of lord chancellor, which next 
morning he rcfign'd to the king, to prevent both 
the difgrace and puniihmcnt of being difcarded 
for revealing the fecrets of the councU. Fuller* s 
Ch. Hiji. 



CHAP. XLIL 

Of extraordinary accidents that have happened 
to fome in their fortunes^ bodies^ deaths^ 
Mtid after death j with other remarkable 

' things. 

ABundance of mifchief has been done to the 
increafe of knowledge, by an intemperate 
and blind love of novelty ; and no lefs pi^ejudice 
has been done in this kind, by an afFe£^ecl, fuUen 
and morofe humour, in decrying the truth of 
every thing they do not rclifli', or will not un- 
derlfand. Things are too often carried in ex- 
tremes ; fome believe all things, others will cre- 
dit nothing. Some affcfl: to differ in opinion 
from every body, either out of a fpirit of contra- 
diftion, or for want of charity. To fufpcnd 
one's cenfure is always fafe, left we fell under 
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the misfortune of neither believing or being be^ 
lieved. 

Dodor Nicholas Wotton had fuch confider-' 
able auementations to his fortune, and variety of 
of em{myyments in his life, attended with a very 
old a^, that he was truly the wonder of it, fo 
many remarkable things happened to him. He* 
was dean of the two metropolitan churches of 
Canterbury and York, and die firft dean that 
ekher of th6fe two cathedral churches ever had. 
He was a privy-counfellor to four fucceffive 
crown'd heads, viz, Henry VIIL Edward VI^ 
queen Mary and queen Elizabeth. He was thir- 
teen times embaf&dor to foreign princes ; and 
what is more to be admired than all the reft^' 
queen Elizabeth, in the firft year of her reign, 
ofFer'd him the bifhopric of Canterbury, but he 
refufed to accept it. Full, IVorth. 

George Nevil, the fourth and youngeft (on of 
Richard Nevil, earl of Salisbury, was, for his 
extraordinary qualifications, fo early taken no- 
tice of at court, that he was confec^-ated bifhop 
of Exeter before he was twenty yeirs of age ; 
and, at twenty-five years of ag^, was confH- 
tutcxi lord chancellor of England, which great 
poft of the law he difcharg'd with an univerial 
applaufe, his vaft abilities fupplying the defed 
of years. Ibid, 

The Grand Signior cafting his eyes upon one* 
Aian Aga, a fp^tghtly youth in his feraglio, who 
was by birth a Polonian, and obferving him to 
be more forward and a£tive than any of his court, 
cook an afFe6iion to .him f« fudden and violent, 
that he made him his Mofayp x)r fevourite, in- 
/b/nuch that he always rode equal with him, 

doath'd 
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dottthM As richly mul Wis M woll mounted m 
the Sultirt himfdff m if he hud been comutort 
ind hit ifllK;i«te in the cmnire. The c|ueen-^g« 
theft ftnd dl tite greet offlceri of the court end 
ttjrmXf were commended to make prcfonti of mo- 
ney end Jewcti to himi Thii entraordlnery end 
AMdea promotinn pvo great offence to the oueen- 
itiotheri the Kuehcr Agei end the Grend Vi»irt 
whoidl coAfpiretf hii downfel i but the Kuifrlier 
AoAjplotting too openly eoeinft hlmi wei de- 
prlvA of hii olRce, end hod loft hie life if the 
^een*mother hed not powerfully interceded for 
kimi end Kfdn'd en exchenge of hii mini(hment 
from deeth to bKnifhment. The Bilted fieflui 
elfo underwent the fame difgrecei lor only being 
Aippofed to be the MofeytrH enem^i Thii vio« 
torVf end e flur put upon tne queen-mother hor- 
felf) wtir not carried with fuch a prudence end 
equality of mind by the young favourite ai waa 
requiiitc i for beine puffed up with pride and 
glory, and adventuring to determine in matters 
of ftate, the Grand Vi»ir wrote complaints a* 

tainft him, which being handed to tne Grand 
ignior, by fume whofe wifdom. age and gra- 
vity demanded a reverence to their perfonsi the 
Ailtan began to fee the reafonablencfs of their al- 
legationsi nnd| on a fudden, to the admiration 
of the whole court, caft off his favourite, fink* 
Ing him to « Cnplgl Baflice or chief porter, with 
A hundreil and (tf^y Afpcrs a day fitlary, which is 
fcsrce two (hilihigs in Englifn money. Tutk. 
Hijh Hpiu 

A finujular inftance of the fmilei of fortune 
happened to I'homas Scranus, who, in one year, 
was| from an ordinary monki confecrated a bi 
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ihop, advanced to the dignity of a cardinal, and 
obtain'd the pontificate, by the name and tide of 
pope Nicholas the firft. Fulgos. 

Mr. Grefliam, an eminent merdiant in Lon- 
don, being homeward bound from Palermo in 
Sicily, where, at that time, lived the rich An- 
tonio, who had two kingdoms in Spain mort- 
gaged to him at one time by his Cadiolic ma- 
jefty. The wind being againft them, thc^lhip, 
in which Mr. Grefliam failed, came to 9n an- 
chor to ieeward of Stromboli^ one of the Bipari 
iflands in the Tyrrhenian fea, on the north of 
Sicily, where is a mountain that cafts forth 
flames of fulphur in fome places of it continually. 
About noon the mountain generally ceafing to 
throw out flames, Mr. Grefliam, accompanied 
with eight failors, afcended it, and went as near 
the opening as danger would permit them, where, 
among other frightful noifes, they heard a loud 
\'oice pronounce the following words, * Make 
' hafte, make hafte, the Rich Antonio is com- 
* ing.' At which, being in a great conflemation, 
they haftened a-board, and tlie mountain begin- 
ning in a horrible manner to vomit fire, tfiey 
weighed, and the wind continuing in the fame 
quarter, made the beft of their way back again 
to Palermo, and enquirmg after Antonio, they 
found that he died, as near as they could calcu- 
late, at the fame inftant they heard the voice at 
Stromboli fay he was coming. Mr. Grefliam 
fafely arrived in England, made this furprizing 
accident known to king Henry VIII. and the 
feamen being called before him, attefted the truth 
of it by their oaths. It made fuch a fenfible 
imprelfion upon Mr, Grpfliam's mind, that he 

c^uickly 



Of ixtraordinary accidents. 1 1 7 

quickly |ave over merchandizingy made a diftri- 
bution of his eftate» which wai ytty confidcrablet 
among his relations» and Co pious and generous 
ufesy referving only a competency for himfclf, 
and tlicn ijpent the remainder of his days in tho 
cacerctfe of piety and devotion. SandyU Trav. 
CkrkiU Mir. 

The ingenious and learned Mr. Oldenburgh 
nves us a relation which he received from a per* 
Ion of great veracity in Germany, which take in 
the author^s own words. I cannot but impart to 
you fomething that lately happened in my fa- 
mily, vis. that having taken, two months aco, 
a nurfe for my little girl, (fmce dead) that nurfc's 
boy being on that occaflon wcan'd, did, by re- 
peated fucking the breads of his grandmother, 
a woman of threefcore years of age, caufe fuch 
a commotion in her, that abundance of milk 
run to her breafts, for a fuflficicnt nourifhmcnt 
to the faid wcan'd boy. Philo/oph. Trafifaiiions^ 



It is 



recorded by the learned Dicmcrbrocck, 
In the fccond book of his Aftatome Corporis IIu' 
fnani^ that at Viaria, a town very near us, fonic 
years ago a poor woman living before the town 
sate, being brought to bed of a fine boy, not 
Ions after the death of her husband, and Ay\\\^ 
prcurntly after her delivery, left her child be- 
hind l)cr in good health ; but leaving nothing to 
pay a nuiTc to give the child fuck, the {}natul- 
motlicr of the poor babe, called Joanna Vuyl- 
tuyt, being yet living, a woman of threefcore 
and fix years of age, but very pt)or ulfo, and not 
able to pay a nurfe, ovJt of pity to tlie child, at- 
tempted, at that age, to give it fuck hcrfcif, in 
Vol. I. I- >wW!cv 
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which undertakir^ fhe fucccedcd fo well, that 
by putting the chud feveral times to her breafts, 
they yielded milk in fuch plenty, that it needed 
no other fuftenance. The author alledges theTc 
examples, to fortify his opinion concerning the 
caufe that impels the chyle to the breads, which 
he takes to be the mother's or nurfe's ftrong 
imagination to give fuck. Ibid, 

(frace Batterd, the wife of a flioemaker in 
Rvmouth, and a woman of honeft repute, was 
delivered of a child Odober 22, 1670, that had 
two heads, two necks, as alfo the eyes, mouth 
and ears fuitably doubly. Four arms with )iaiidS| 
and as many legs and feet There was to both 
but one trunk, but two back-bones from the 
clavicles to the hypogaftrium^ and from the 
(boulders down to the bottom of the loins they 
were not diftin£l, but cemented and incorporated 
after this manner : The right clavicle or channel 
bone of the right hand child (being long) joinM 
with the left clavicle of the left hand child. 
The ribs on the face-fide of both of them, by 
the cartilages or griftles, were united without 
any intervening fternum or breaft-bone, and fo 
made a common cheft to them both : And the 
ribs of both, on the back part, were united by 
tbc griftles > and from the clavicle down to the 
hypogaftrium or bottom of the belly, with one 
navel-ftring to them both ; but from the hypo-, 
gaftrium downward^^ they were divided, and be- 
came two, each having the perfed parts of fe- 
males. They were born dead, were exa£Uy like 
one another, and very well featured, with pretty 
neat and handfome limbs. Tliey had hair more 

than 
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than ordinary thick) about half an inch long, and 
their naik full grown, IbiJ. 1670 

Mr. Goodrick, a furgeon in St. Edmund's 
Bury» afSrm'd to me» fays Mr. Oldenburg, that 
cuttmg a lad of the ftone, he took from him, at 
one time» ninety fmall ones, all of them of dif- 
ferent (hapes, fizei corners and fides ; fome of 
which were fo pofited as to /lide upon others, 
which had thereby worn their flats to a wonder- 
ful fleeknefs. And, in the fame town, another 
perfon, when dead, had a ftone taken from him, 
almoA as big as a new-born child's head, and of 
the fame (hape. Hid. 1667 

Mr. Kirby gives advice from Denmark of 
thirty^cight ftones taken out of a man's body 
when dead, that were pretty large, and of the 
lefler fort, fome triangular and quadrangular i 
their flats worn to a great fmoothnefs, and their 
comers blunted. The greateft ftone weighed two 
hundred and fix grains ; the leaft three grains ; 
all the thirty eight ftones weighing about forty- 
eight ounces. The matter of the ftones was ex- 
CMding compaA, like white clav s and tho' the 
feveral coats misht be difcernea in one of them 
he broke, yet they were not eafily fcparated s 
but what he wondcr'd at moft was, that in the 
diflTe^tion of the kidneys and ureters there was 
no fign of a ftone or gravel. He leaves it to 
better judgments to difcufs how and where thofe 
ftones were generated ; but if it be granted in 
the bladder, he faw no reafon but that (as Mr- 
Boyle fomewhere intimates) there might be fome 
liquors that might pafs the fcvcral parts of the 
bodv without exerting their force, till they meet 
witn adapted matter to work uv<)u% ^x^ ^"^^ 
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then, he adds, may not the ftone in the Madder 
be cured, efpecially if die patient's kidneys an 
qualified as this man's feem to have been, viz. 
void of any petrifying matter? Ibid. 1673 

Frederic Slade, do^r of phylic, and fellow 
of the royal fociety, in a letter to the publiiher 
of the Philofophical Traniafiions, gives the fd- 
lowing relation of two human calculi. I here 
fend you, (ays he, the figure of a flone of a pro- 
digious fize, and as rare a fhape, fomewfaat in- 
deed refembling the kidney, for that was worn 
away, and this ftone filled up the place. It 
weighs feven ounces and a half; and there is no 
hiftory that relates any account of a ftone ge- 
nerated in the kidney that does equal it, for iti 
circumference meafures feven inches upon the 
round. lifid. 1684 

That taken out of the late duke of Norfolk's 
grandfather, and brought to the royal fociety by 
Sir Theodore de Vaux, comes fer fhort of that 
before-mentioned, for it weighs but four ounces 
and a half; a flone indeed of an incredible fize 
to be found in the kidney. The meafure long- 
ways, from one extreme to the other, made 
four inches complete; the extenfion of the 
branches, from one to the other, mcafured crofe- 
wife three inches and a half. This ftone is laid 
up in the repofitory of the royal fociety, as a 
great but forrowful rarity, having caufed the death 
of fo great a patron of learning. Ibid. 

A carpenter of about forty years of age, of a 

ffa-ong habit of body, and very laborious in his 

calling, living about a mile from Hali&x in 

-irkfhire, was in very great pain in his beDy, 

at kneth fedvjv^ fcmOicCm^, ^^ti iato the in- 
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teftinum red^utti) the arfe-gut, and coming with- 
in the 'reach of his Aneer^ he drew out a (lone 
by force, and wai well again ^ and fo continued 
a fortnight, till another ftone began to movei 
which occaftoned a pain greater than the former, 
in proportion to its bulk, and kept him upon the 
racK eight days, during which time there was an 
abfolute fuppreflion ot excrements ; and when 
the ftone came into the rcflum, it continued 
near two days within the reach of his finger, 
with which he could not draw it out by any 
means, till at length he bent a fmall piece of iron 
into the form of a hook, with which rude in- 
ftrument his fervant with much ado drew it 
forth, . but not without wounding the rugous 
coat of that part. After it was gone he foon re- 
covered his former condition, and felt no further 
harm from this accident. About kvcn years he- 
Tore the very like cafe had befallen him, void- 
ing two ftones by fiege, and about equal bignefs. 
Itidifft. 1685 

Colonel Townihend, a gentleman of excel- 
lent natural parts, and of great honour and in- 
tegrity, had for many years been afflidted with 
a nephritic complaint, attended with conftant 
vomitings, which had made his life painful and 
miferablc. During the whole time of his illnefs, 
he had obferved the ftriftcft regimen, living on 
the fofteft vegetables, and lighted animal foods, 
drinking afles-milk daily, even in the camp i and 
for common drink, Briftol water, which, the 
fummer before his death, he had drank on the 
foot. But his illnefs increafln^, and his ftrength 
decaying, he came from Bnftol to Bath in a 
litter^ in autumn, and lay at the Bell-Inn. Dr. 
L 3 Bay- 



Baynard (who it finoe dead) and I *iwtc^aBd 
to him, and attended him twice a day for about 
4ie (bace of a week, but hit vomitimBi continu- 
ing ftin inoeflant and obftinate againff aB reme- 
dies, we defpaired of his recovery. While he 
was in this condition, he fent (m us eaify one 
morning ; we waited on him, with Mr. Skrine 
his apodiecary (fince dead alfo ;) we found hiK 
fenfcs clear, and his mind cahn, his nurie and 
feveral fervants were about him« He had made 
his wiU, and fettled his afiairs* He told us, he 
had fent for us, to give him fome account of an 
cdd fcniatTon, he had for fome time obforved and 
felt in himfelf ; which was, that compoiine him- 
(clf, he could die or expire when he peaied, 
and yet, by an effort, or fome how, he could 
come to life again; which, it feems, he had 
ibmetimes tried before he had fent for us. We 
beard this with furprise ; but as it was not to be 
iiccounted for from now common principles, we 
Cduid hardly believe the h(k as he related it, 
much lefs give anv account of k; unleft he 
ihould pleafe to malce the experiment before ois, 
which we were unwilling he ihould do, left, in 
his weak condition, he might carry it too far. 
He continued to l^k very diftin^Uy and fenfibly 
above a quarter of an hour about this (to him) 
forprifuig fenfation, and infifted fo much on our 
(being the trial made, th^ we were at laft forced 
to comply. We all three felt his pulfe firft : it 
was diftind, tho' fmall and thready ; and his 
heart bad its ufual beating. He compofed him- 
felf on his back, and lay in a ftill pofture fome 

• Dr. Cbeyne. 

time; 
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time I while I hdil \\w right handf Dr. Buynnrd 
laid hxa l)and on hia heart, and Mr. Skrine held 
a clean lookinuj-glars to hii mouth. I found hid 
pulfe iinic groduullvi till at laft I could not feci 
M\y% by the mu(t tx%!k and nice touch. Dr. 
Baynard could not feci the leaft motion in hli 
hearti nor Mr. Skrine the leaft foil of breath on 
the bright mirror hu held to hin mouth \ then 
each of u« by turns examined hiai arm, heart and 
breath, but andd not, by the niceft fcrutiny, 
difcover the Icaft fymptom of life in him. We 
roafimed a long time about thia odd apiiearancc 
aa well aa we could, and all of ua Judging it in- 
explicable and unaccountable, and nndmg he dill 
continued in that condition, we began tu con« 
etude that he had indeed carried the experiment 
too far, and at laft were fatiafied he waa adtually 
dead, and were iuft ready to leave him. Thia 
continued about half an hour, by nine o'clock in 
the morning, in autumn. Aa we were going 
away, we ohfcrv'd fome motion about the oodv, 
and upon examination, found hia pulfe and tnu 
motion of hia heart gradually returning, he be- 
gan to breathe gently, and fpeak foftly : we were 
all aftoj)iih'd to the lad degree, at thia unex« 
pedlcd change, and after fome further converfu- 
tion with him, and among ourfelvea, went away 
fully fatisfied aa to all the narticulara of this fadt, 
but confounded aud puxlru, and not able to form 
any rational fcheme that might account for it. 
He afterwarda called for bin attorney, added a 
codicil to hia will, fettled leguciea on hia fervanta, 
received the facrament, and calmly and compof- 
cdly expired about five or fix o'clock that even- 
ing. Next day he wua opened, (u» he had or- 
L 4 dei:ed\ 
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dered) h'ls body was the foundeft and bed made 
I had ever feen ; his lungs were fair, large and 
found, his heart big and ftrong, and his inteftines 
fweet and clean j his ftomach was of a due pro- 
portion, the coats found and thick, and the vil- 
lous membrane quite entire : But when we came 
to examine the kidneys, though the left was per- 
fe£Uy found and of a juft fize, the right was 
about four times as big, diftended like a blown 
bladder, and yielding as if full of pap ; he hav- 
ing often paffcd a wheyifli liquor after his urine, 
during his illncfs. Upon opening this kidney we 
f^uiid it quite full of a white chalky matter, like 
fjaiftcr of Paris, and all the flefhy fubftance dif- 
f Ived and v/orn away, by what I called a ne- 
phritic cancer. This had been the fource of all 
his mifery ; and the fymptomatic vomitings from 
the irritation on the confentient nerves, had 
ijuitc ftarvtd and worn him down. I have nar- 
rated the fads, as I faw and obferved them deli- 
berately and diftinflly, and fliall leave to the phi- 
lofcphic reader to make what inferences he thinks 
iit ; the truth of the material circumftances I will 
v/iirrant. Cheyne\ Ehglljh Malady, 

Mr. Samuel du Gard, redtor of Forton in 
Shropfliirc, in a letter to Dr. R. Bathurft, then 
vice-chancellor of the univerfity of Oxford, ac- 
quainted him, that about Candlemas 1673, * 
child about a quarter of a year old, at Lillefliall 
in Shropfliire, was taken with a bleeding at the 
nofe, ears, and in the hinder part of the head, 
where was no appearance of any fore. It con- 
tinued three days, at the end of which the nofe 
and ears ceafed bleeding; but Rill blood came 
away as it were fweat from the head. Three 

days 
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days before the death of the child (which was 
the fixth day after (he began to bleed) the blood 
came more violently from her head, and ftream- 
ed out to fome diftance from it : Nor did (he 
bleed only there, but upon her fhoulders and 
at the wafte, in fuch large quantity, that the 
linnen next her might be wrung, it was fo wet* 
For three days (he alfo bled at the toes, at the 
bend of her arms, at the joints of her fingers of 
each hand, and at her fingers ends, in fuch quan- 
tity, that in a quarter of an hour the mother 
catch'd from the droppings of her fingers, almoft 
as much as the hollow of her hand would hold. 
All the time of this bleeding the child never 
cry*d vehemently, but only groan'd 5 tho* about- 
three weeks before it had fuch a violent fit of 
crying, as the mother fays, fhe never heard the. 
like. After the child was dead there appeared in 
thofe places from whence the blood ifTucd, little 
holes like the prickings of a needle. This is nn. 
accident I think has no prefident in hiftory. Phi-^ 
hfith. Tranf, 

IJonald Monro, living in a town called Strath-* 
bogie near Aberdeen in Scotland, was very re- 
markable for fomewhat peculiar in his temper, 
that inclined him to imitate unawares all the gc- 
ftures and motions of thofe with whom he con- 
verfcd. No man at firft fight but would be fur- 
prized with the oddnefs of this dotteral quality. 
He was a very plain man, of a thin flendcr body, 
and had been fubje<St to this infirmity from his 
infancy. He was very unwilling to have it ob- 
fcrved, therefore caft down his eyes when he 
walked in the ftrects, and turned them afidc- 
when he was in company j for if he look'd upon 
L 5 you. 
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you, he could Mt fbrbear ddng iiHiat yoa ^A, 
If you fcratch'd your head, or wiungyour handt, 
he did the lame; and fo if jou wip'd your 
mouth, Uow'd your nofe^ or fbetched forth your * 
arms, or vihaosver odier afiion you* 11M9 he 
could not forbear dobg the fiune. Yrn^ nadU 
not ftrain compliment with him^ to petfiiade him 
ID be covered ; for he always put off and on at 
Ae company did, and with fudr a ntlUfal and 
vttnffeStcd air, timt he could not be AifpeSed of 
defign. If you held his hands, and enjoin'd ao- 
odier to make fuch motions, he would ftrunk 
hard to set loofe, and being at Ubertr,. wouklMl 
to his old courfe of imitating, and tn ere fae was 
called the Imitatbg Man ; and in truths tho' he 
bad not power to reftrain himfel^ was very apiik 
and ridiculous. Ibidem, 1677 

A man living not long fince in Briflol, did al- 
ways eat his food twice, and truly ruminated as 
cows, (heep, and other beafls do, and always 
did fo ever fmce he could remember. He heg^ 
to chew his meat a fccond time within a quarter 
of an hour after his meal, if he drank with it, 
if not, fomething longer : After a full meal his 
chewing lafted about an hour and half. If he 
went to bed prefently after meals, he could not 
fleep till the ufual time of chewing was over* If 
it left him, it was a certain fign he would be 
ftck, and was never well till it retumM again. 
Before rumination, he (aid his viSuals kud heavy 
in the lower part of his throat, till it had pafled 
the fecond chewing, and then pafTed clean away. 
And this he always obfcrv'd, that if he eat of 
various things, that which rafled forft down, 
jcame up firft to be chew'd. This acgouot came 

to 
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to Dr. Sloan from Mr. Day, at that time mayor 
of Briftoly who faid this perfon* was about twenty 
years of age, and of tolerable fenfe and reafon. 
ryerus^ wno has written at large and very inge- 
nioufly upbn rumination, found two perfons in 
his country who were alive when he writ that 
l)ook, and had been taken notice of to ruminate. 
They were very boarifh and foolifc perfons, that 
lived only among the beafts ; and he fancies that 
by frequent converfation with calves and iheept 
they had learned to imitate them. lit J. 1692 

A boy in Durham, fon of a very ingeniout 
gentleman, went to fchool nine or ten yearsy 
and yet, in all that time, could never be brought 
to know his letters ; and if that were all, it 
might be thought no great matter 5 but here's 
the myftery, that in one thing he feems to have 
a great memory, and in another none at all. 
Hfe knows the powers of letters, but can remem- 
ber nothing at all of their figure or ihape. He 
can pronounce words plain enoueh, and fpell 
(Vllables, and put them together, if one tell him- 
the letters, but otherwife he cannot remember 
what fuch letters are called ; but as foon as he 
hears them nam'd, will prefently tell you what 
they fpell, which commonly is the hardeft task 
to children. Let him be told a thoufand times, 
that a round letter is called 0, and that a ftrait 
letter, with a point over it, is called /, if you 
turn the leaf, he remembers nothing of it, nor 
knows any difference between a circle and a right 
line, and yet he is no fool. He fees and hears 
as well as any body ; he can play at fuch games 
and fports as boys ufe in this country, and knows 
the rules to be obferved in them, fome of whitffl 
L 6 9X9 



228 Of extraordinary accidents. 

are not very eafy, and require a memory, and 
will now and then give an anfwer that looks like 
fomething of wit. He can write his name» and 
make all the letters of the alphabet pretty fair, 
but yet he does not know them. He can name 
them forward and backward as they ftand in the 
row, but ask him one of thefe letters in another 
place, and he knows no more what to call it, 
than if it were a Syriac or Arabic charader. 
This account was fent to the Athenian fociety, 
by the boy's fchoolmafter, to defire their opi- 
nions, wherein the defe£t of this boy's capacity 
did confift, and how the fame might be fo £ur 
remedied, that if poffible he might be taught to 
read > who aflign'd as the caufe, that the fibres 
running from the eye to the brain were defec- 
tive in their fituation, or obftru£):ed ; or poffibly 
the defedl might be owing to the fency of the 
mother in the a6l of coition, fhe imagimng fome 
unaccountable antipathy to letters, &c. and if fo, 
there was no remedy but patience. Jthen, Orac. 
Mr. St. Georg2 Afli, fccretary of the Dublin 
fociety, in a letter to one of the fecretaries of 
the royal fociety, gives us the ftory of a girl 
named Anne Jackfon, born of Englifh parents 
in the city of Waterford in Ireland, who, when 
about three years old, horns did ihoot out in fe- 
veral parts of her body, wherefore the mother 
conceded her out of mame, and bred her up 
privately ; but ihe foon after dying, and the fa- 
ther becoming very poor, the child was thrown 
4pon the parilh. She is now, fays he, between 
thirteen and fourteen years of age, yet can fcarce 
go, and I have feen children of five years old 
(allpr ', fhe is very filly, fpeaks but little, and 

that 
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that not plainly ; her voice is low and rough, 
her complexion and face well enough, except 
her eyes, which arc very dead, and fcem to have 
a film or horn growing over them, fo that {he 
can hardly now perceive the difference of co- 
lours. The horns abound chiefly about the joints 
and flexures, and are faftencd to the fkin like 
warts \ and about the roots refemble them much 
in fubftance, tho' toward the extremities they 
grow much harder and more horny. At the end 
of each finger and toe grows a horn as long as 
the finger and toe, not ftrait, but bending like 
a turkey's claw. On the other joints of her fin- 
gers and toes are fmaller horns, which fometimes 
nils off, and others grow in their places. On 
her knees and elbows, and round about the joints 
arc many horns 5 two more remarkable at the 

Eoint of each elbow, which twift like rams- 
oms 5 that on the left arm is above an inch 
broad, and four inches long. On her buttocks 

fjrow a great number, which arc flat bv frequent 
ittine. At her armpits and the jiippfcs of her 
brcafts, fmall hard fubfl-anccs (hoot out, much 
flenderer and whiter than the reft. At each ear 
alfo grows a horn, and the skin of her neck be- 
gins of late to be callous and hornv, like that of 
her hands and feet. She eats and drinks hear- 
tily, fleeps foundly, and performs all tliu offices 
of nature like other healthy people. Philofoph. 
TranfaSf, 1685 

John Nicholai Pechlinii M. D. communicates 
a relation of a Swcdifli gardiner, lately alive, who 
fome years ago endeavouring to help another that 
was fallen into the water under the ice, fell into 
it himfclf, to the depth of eighteen Swcdifh ells; 
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where afterwards he was found (landing upright 
with his feet on the ground, from whence they 
drew him up, after he had remained there Am: 
the fpace of fixtecn hours \ and wrapping him 
about dofe with linnen and woolleh doaths, to 
keep the air from too fudden a rufhing upon 
him, and then laying him in a warm place, rub- 
bing and rolling him to and again ; and at length 
giving him fome very fpiritous liquor to drink, 
he was reftored to life, and brought to the queen- 
mother of Sweden, who gave him a yearly pen- 
fion, and (hewed him to divers perfons of quality 
as a prodigy. The fame being alfo confirm'd by 
the famous Dr. Langelot, who himfelf received 
the relation in Sweden, is fo well attefted, that 
nothing more, fays our author, can be required 
to aiTert an hiftorical truth. Ihid, 1666 

In a letter from Dr. Wallis to the publi(her of 
the Philofophical TranfadKons, dated May 2, 
1666, we have this account of a (}orm with 
thunder and lightning, which fell in Oxford and 
places adjacent, by which happened a (ad acci- 
dent upon the water at Medley, about a mile 
or fomewhat more diftant from that city. Two 
fcholars of Wadham-college, being alone in a 
boat without a wateripan, having newly thruft 
off from (hore at Medley to come homewards, 
(landing near the head of the boat, were pre^ 
(bntly, with a ftroke of thunder or lightning, 
both flruck out of the boat into the water 5 the 
one of them quite dead, in whom, tho' prefent- 
ly taken out of the water (having been by rela- 
tion fcarce a minute in it) there was not dif- 
cern'd any appearance of life, fenfe or m9tion ; 
the other was (luck faft in the mud> wiiih his 

ieet 
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ffeet downwards, and all his upper parts above 
water, not able to help himfelf out ; and was, 
for the prefent, fo difturb'd in his fenfes, that 
he knew not how he came there out of the boat, 
nor could remember either thunder or lightning 
that did effect it, and was very feeble or faint 
upon it 5 and tho' immediately put into a warm 
bed, he was not thoroughly recovered by the 
next night. Ibid* 



CHAP. XLIII. 

Of fear ^ and the effeSIs of it. 

FEAR is a furprifal of the heart upon the ap* 
prehenfion of approaching evil, and if it be 
raifed to the degree of terror, and the evil feems 
impendent, the hairs are raifed on end, and the 
whole body into horror and trembling. After 
this, if the paffion continues, the fpirits are put 
into confufion, fo that they cannot execute their 
offices, the ufual fuccours of reafon fail, judg- 
ment is blinded, and the powers of voluntary mo- 
tion become weak, the vitals are eclipfed, and 
the heart infuflicicnt to maintain the circulation 
of the blood, which flopping and ftagnating in 
die ventricles of the heart, caufes Minting and 
iwooning, and fometimes fuddcn death. 

The emperor Theophilus, in a battle againft 
the Agarens, was fo aftonifhed and ftupified with 
fear, diat he had no power to fly \ till Manuel^ 
one of his principal officers, was forced to jogg 
and ihake him out of his trance, faying, ^ Sir,. 

X * if 
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' if you will not follow me, I will kill you ; for 
' il is better you (hould lofc your life, than, by 
' being taken, to lofe your empire.* ^int. 
Curt. 

But fear does then manifeft its utmoft power 
and efFed, ^en it throws men upon a valiant 
defpair, having before deprived them of all fenfc 
both of dutv and honour. In the firft pitched 
battle the Romans fought againft Hannibal, un- 
der the conful Semproniiis, a body of twenty 
thoufand foot that had taken a flight, feeing no 
other efcape for their cowardice, threw them- 
felves headlong upon the great battalion of their 
enemies, which, with wonderful force and fury, 
they charged through and through, and routed, 
with a very great flaughter of the Carthaginians, 
by that means purchadTmg an ignominious flight, 
at the fame price they might have gained a glo- 
rious vi£tor)'. Montaign^s EJfays, 

Auguftus Csefar, Caius Caligula, and Pope 
Alexander III. the' otherwife men of courage, 
were fo intimidated at the noife of thunder, that 
the firft of them always carried about him a 
charm againft it, the other run from prayers in 
the church to hide himfelf in a vault, at a time 
when it thunder'd. Suetonius. 

Don Diego, a noble Spaniard, admiring the 
beauty of a young court-lady, made an afligna- 
tion to confer with her in the king of Spain's 
garden under a fliady tree j but by the yelping of 
a little dog they were difcovercd, and the young 
gentleman condemned to die. When he heard 
the fentence pronounced againft him, it fo ter- 
rified him, that the fame night, tho' he was un- 
der twenty years of age, his hair turned as grey 

as 
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a3 if he had been fixty \ which being the next 
morning rcktcd to king Ferdinand, he gave him 
hia parcUuii faying, * lie had fuftcrcd enough for 

* that faulti hncc from a young man he wai be- 

* come an old one/ DcntU, hi/i. Mti* 

As Perfeus king of Macedonwas waihinc; his 
hands aAer fupper, inf()rnuition was given hin>» 
that the enemy was approaching near him, who 
being furpri/ed with the paflion of fear, faid, 

* I am con(|ucrM,* and made great haAc to c- 
fcapci without fo much as lookins at the ene- 
m^ \ whereas if he had not been infatuatcdi ho 
might have block*d up the Romans, and fought 
them at a great advantage. This (hews us 
that fear is nothing but an erroneous judgment, 
which makes dimial reprefcntations of things, 
which are not fo in their own nature, but in 
the fancy rcprefcnting them to be fo. Lk^n. llijU 

When the duke of Alva went to Bruflcls, a- 
bout the beginning of the tumuhs in the Nether* 
lands, he had fet down before Hulft in Flanders, 
and there was a provoft-marfhal in his army, 
who was a favourite of his \ and this provoft had 
put fome to death hy fecrct commiffion fron) the 
duke. There was one captain Bolca in the* army 
who waji an intinvatc friend of the pn)Vo(l, and 
one evcninu; lite he went to the faid captain's 
tent, and brought with him a confcflor a4)d an 
executioner, us it wan hi.H culloin \ he told the 
captain that he wan conic to execute his excel- 
lency's commillitm and marii;il-bw upt»n him : 
The captain llaitcd up fuddcnly, his hair ftand- 
inc at an end, and being (Iruck with ain.i/.cmcnt, 
asked him wherein he had oflVndul the duke : 
The provort anfwcr'd, Sir, I come not to ex* 
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poftulale the bufinefs with you, but to execute 
my commiifion ; therefore, I pray, prepare your- 
felf, for there's your ghoftly fether and execu- 
tioner : So he fell upon his knees before die 
prieft, and, having done, the hangman going to 
put the halter about his neck, the provoft threw 
it away, and breaking into a laughter^ told him^ 
There was no fuch thing, and diat he bad done 
this to try his courage, how he could bear the 
terror of death. The captain look'd ghaftly upoa 
him, and faid. Then, Sir, get you out of my 
tent, for you have done me a very ill office. 
TTie next morning the faid captain Bolea, tho* 
a young man of about thirty, had his hair all 
turned grey, to the admiradon of all the world, 
and the duke of Alva himfelf, who queftion'd 
him about it, but he would confcfi nothing. The 
next year the duke was revoked, and in his jour- 
ney to the court of Spain he was to pafe by Sa- 
ragofla, and this captain Bolea and the provoft 
went along with him as his domeftics. The 
duke being to repofe fome days in Saragofla, the 
young old captain Bolea told him that there was 
a thing in that town worthy to be feen by his 
excellency, which was a Cafa de locos^ a Bedlam- 
houfe, for there was not the like in chriften- 
dom : Well, faid the duke, go and teU the war- 
den I will be there to-morrow in the afternoon, 
and wifli him to be in the way. The captain 
having obtained this, went to the warden, and 
told him, that the duke would come to vifit the 
houfe the next day ; and the chiefeft occafion 
that moved him to it was, that he had an unruly 
provoft about him, who was fubje<Sl oftentimes 
to fits of frenzy ; and becaufe he wiflicth him 

well. 
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well, ha had tried divers means to cure him, 
but all would not do \ therefore he would try 
whether keeping him dofe in Bedlam for fome 
days would do him any good. The next day the 
dulce came with a train of captains after him, a- 
. mong whom was the faid provoft ; beine enter'd 
into the houfc, captain Bolea told the war- 
den (pointing at the provoft) that's the man; 
{o he took him afide into a dark lobby, where 
he had placed fome of his men, who muffled 
him in his cloak, feizcd upon his gilt fword with 
his bat and feather, and fo hurried him down 
into a dungeon. My provoft had lain there two 
nights and a day, and afterwards it happened that 
a gentleman coming out of curiofity to fee the 
houfe, peep'd in at a fmall grate where the pro- 
voft was : The provoft conjured him as he was 
a chriftian, to go and tell the duke of Alva bis 
pBOVoft was there clapp'd up, nor could he ima- 
gine why. The gentleman did the errand; where- 
at the duke being aftoniih*d, fent for the warden 
with his prifoner ; fo he brought my Provofl tn 
cuiTpOy madman-like, full of ftraws and feathers^ 
before the duke, who at the fight of him break- 
ing out into a laughter, asked the warden why 
he had made him his prifoner. Sir, faid the 
warden, *twas by virtue of your excellency's 
commiffion brought me by captai{i Bolea. Bolea 
ftep*d forth, and told the duke. Sir, you have 
asked me oft how thefe hairs of mine grew fo 
fiiddcnly grey ;' I have not revealed it yet to any 
foul breathing, but now Til tell your excellency, 
and fo fell a relating the paflage in Flanders } 
and, Sir, I have b^n ever fmce beating my 

brains 
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bnuns how to get an equal revenge of liini» and 
I thought no revenge to be more equal or OMre« 
fponding, now that you fee he bstth made me 
old before my time> than to make him mad-tf 
I could \ and had he ftaid fome days kntt^jaoTe 
prifaner in the Bedlam-houfe^ it mipint Aaply 
have wrought fome impreffions upon his periM- 
nium. The duke was fo well jueafed with the 
ftorv, and the wittineis of the revenge, ^lat he 
made them both friends. H9WelF$ iMtirt. 



CHAP. XLIV. 

Of luxury in feajiif^. 

A Decent, well-fumiihed and hofpitable table 
is ytry commendable in the nobility and 
gentry that can afford it ; it fpeaks the greatnefi 
of their minds, the goodnels of their natures, 
and gains the bleifings of the poor and needy, 
where they are charitably allowed to come in 
for their fhare ; but when feafling runs into ex- 
ccffive luxury and vain expences, it reproaches the 
author of it with prodigality and folly. In this 
kind of excc(s the ancient Romans were fo in- 
fiimoufly remarkable, that 'tis faid their fenfu- 
ality defpoiled the remainders of their former 
virtues, 

George Nevil, brother to the great carl of 
Warwick, at his inftallation into the archbifhopric 
of York, J 470, made fuch an exceffive fcafl, 
that 'tis a wonder how his caterers could think 
of fuch great varieties, or where to provide them. 

Here 
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Here follows an account of his bill of fare. 
Three hundred quarters of wheat, three hun- 
dred and thirty tuns of ale, one hundred and 
four tuns of wine, one pipe of fpiced wine, 
eighty fat oxen, fix wild bulls, one thoufand and 
four weathers, three hundred hogs, three hun- 
dred calves, three thoufand geefe, three thoufand 
capons, three hundred pigs, one hundred pea- 
cocks, two hundred cranes, two hundred kids» 
two thoufand chickens, four thoufand pigeons, 
four thoufand rabbits, two hundred and four bit-* 
terns, four thoufand ducks, four hundred her- 
fews, two hundred pheafants, five hundred par- 
tridges, four thoufand woodcocks, four hundred 
plowvcrs, one hundred curlews, one hundred 
quails, one thoufand egrets, two hundred rees, 
above four hundred bucks, docs and roebucks, 
one thouftnd five hundred and fix vcnifon pa- 
fties, four hundred cold venifon paftics, one thou- 
fand four hundred diflies of jelly parted, four 
thoufand difhes of plain jelly, four thoufand cold 
cuftards, two thoufand hot cuflards, three hun- 
dred pikes, three hundred breams, eight feal^ 
four porpuflcs, and four hundred tarts. The 
carl of Warwick was fteward at this prodigious 
Jeaft, the carl of Bedford treafurer, the lord 
Haftings comptroller, with many other noble of- 
ficers i ferviters one thoufand, cooks fixty-two, 
fcrvants in the kitchin five hundred and fifteen. 
But fee what this prodigal bifhop came to at laft; 
king Edward IV, the then reigning prince, feizcd 
Jiis whole eftate, fent him prifoncr to Gilais in 
France, where he fufiered extreme poverty, as 
a punilhment of his former vanity and excefs. 
FulUr's Ch. Hiji. 
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Heliogabalus kept fuch a prodigal and expeiir 
five table, that at one fuppcr were fent in the 
heads of fix hundred oftriches, only for eating 
their brains ; when he was near the fea, he ne- 
ver eat fifli, and when he was a ereat diftance 
from it he would eat nothing elfe \ he hated 
what was cheap and eafy to be had, and loved 
only what was fi:arce and dear. This debauchery 
and irr^ularity of his appetite outftripM all the 
inventions that* could be contrived, to fatisfy it. 
Lamprid. Hackw. ApoU 

C. Caligula was matter of a very great reve- 
nue, and had as many ways to confume it, one 
of which was voluptuous eating and drinking. 
He would diilblve the beft orient pearls in vine- 
gar, and drink them off; and was mightily trou- 
bled that he could not fpend the wlwle revenue 
of. all the Roman provinces at one fupper. Pliny 
alfo reports of Cleopatra the laft queen of Egypt, 
that to outdo Mark Antony's coftly treats that 
he beftowed upon her, (he drank, after a fump- 
tuous entertainment, two rich pearls, which were 
valued at an hundred thoufand Sefterces. Pliny*s 
Nat. Hiji. y Fulgos. 



CHAP. XLV. 

Flattery^ prodigious in fome perfons. 

F Lattery is the food of courts, a little fiieak- 
ing art, * which cunning knaves ufe to ca- 
* jole and foften fools withal,* and for ready mo- 
iiey kYi them air^ who are follidting for prefer- 
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meiits. Kings and princes are generally blamed 
for giving too open an ear to flatterers i but I be- 
lieve there is none of the complainers but would 
be as bad as kingsi if they were continually cor- 
niptcd as they are, with that fort of vermin* 
Courtiers have no lefs difficult a usk, for truth 
itfelf has not the privilege to be fpoken at all 
timesi and in all (orts \ the ufe of it| noble as it 
is, has its limits. Their mouths muft alvrays be 
full of fugar, to fweeten the words that are moke 
to princes \ for truth, when applied to the iove-> 
reip, is under dangerous hazards. *Tis very 
perilous for a counfellor to feem wifer, or more 

auick-figlitcd than his nufter. A matter may be 
1 refented, that was well intended. But he that 
attempts to ingratiate himfelf by flattery, and 
tunes his note to every pleafmff key, is an utter 
abomination, a fnake \i\ one's oofom, poifon in 
a golden cup, and a tame beaft that bites deeper 
than a tyger. 

Tiridates, king of Armenia, having been de- 
feated, and made a prifoner by the Roman ge^ 
neral Corbulo, was brought before Nero in Rome, 
and the captive king knowing Nero loved to be 
flattered, tell on his knees before him, faying, 
' I am near kinfman to the puifTant Lord Arfa*- 

* CCS, brother to the two potent monarchs Vol- 
' gcfus and Pacorus, yet glor)r more in having 

* the honour to be your Imperial Majefty's fcr- 
' vant \ and therefore am come to pay you the 

* fame devotion as I do the fun, whicn is my 

* deity, and with plcafure will be what you 

* plcafe to make me, for you are mv dcftiny and 

* fortune.* Which artificial fycopnantrv fo hjt 
the humour of Nero, that he gave him aU If^^^V 
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dom again, and a hundred thouiand pieces of 
gold to bear his charges into Armenia. XiphiL 

A grofs flatterer in Rome, whofe name was 
Publius Afranius, being informed that the empe- 
ror Caligula was indifpofed in his health, addref- 
fed himfelf to him, profeffing that out of his dutjr 
and a(Fe£tion to the emperor, and the public 
tranquility, he would gladly die, fo that Caligula 
might be reftored to health. The emperor an- 
fwcred, * That he had not feith to believe him/ 
whereupon Afranius confirmed it by a folemn 
oath ; and Caligula not long after recovering, in 
deteftation of his bafe and falfe flattery, com- 
manded him to be put to death, that he might 
not be forfwom.* Sueton. 

Alexander the Great had an imperfeftion in 
his neck, that obliged him to carry it more of 
one fide than the other, which was fo exaSly 
imitated by all his great officers, that his whole 
court could not (hew a man without a wry neck* 
Ltpf. Monit. 

Dionyfius's flatterers run one againft another 
in his prefence, fl:umbled at, and overturned 
whatever was under foot, to (hew they were as 
purblind as their fovereign. Mont, EJj, 

King Henry VIII. of England, anno 1521, cut 
his hair very fhort, and all the Englifh put them- 
felves into the fame cut, tho' the fafhion at that 
time was to wear their hair very long. Camer. 
Oper, Sub, 

Qiieen Anne, Wife of King James I. had a 
wen in her neck, to cover which, fhc wore a 
Tuff ; and if we may credit tradition, that firft 
bcg:.n the fafhion of wearing ruffs in England. 
Trenchficld. % 

The 
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The abovementioned flatterers were bad e- 
nough, but there is yet one more mifchievous 
piece of fycophantry behind, and that I take the 
liberty to call, felf-flattery, when men cannot en- 
dure to be told of their feults ; which too often 
is found to be the infirmity of great men, and 
contributes to their being hated or ruined. 

Aratus the Sycionian, by the greatnefs of his 
courage, and prudence of his condu6^, having 
reftored his country to its former liberty and pri- 
vileges, that it might be preferved in peace and 
tranquility, took the liberty to acquaint King 
Philip with his faults in the adminiftration of 
the government; which the king took fo ill, 
that a fubjeft fliould prefume to inftruft or re- 
prehend his fovereign, that he caufed him to be 
poifoned. Zuin. Theat. 

John, king of Spain, fo doated upon a young 
lady that was his miftrefs, that he not only killed 
fome princes of the royal blood with his own 
hands that were fuppofed to be her enemies, but 
commanded all the provinces and cities under his 
obedience, to fwear allegiance to her, and do her 
homage. The gentlemen of Seville thought tfiis 
an illegal impontion upon them, and therefore 
fent twelve of their number as ambafladors to 
him, to mediate their excufe, who, with all fub- 
miflion, told his Majefly, * That they were 
' bound by oath to his Queen, and could not a- 
* lienate tlieir duty without abfolution.' The 
king, in a great fury, took himfclf by the beard, 
faying, ' I fwear by this beard you have fpoken 
' unadvifedly,* and fo difmifled them without 
other ceremony. Not long after the king went 
t J Seville, and caufed all the ambai&dors «v. c^t«. 

Vol. L M \v\^^ 
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night to be murdered in their own houfes. Lord 
Reny's Civ. Conftd. 



CHAP. XLVI. 
Ridiculous follies committed byfome men. 

ARiftotle (aysy that the moft excellent foul is 
not exempt from a mixture of foUy ; and 
thinks he has reafon to call all tranfports, how 
conmiendable foever, that furpais our own judg* 
ments, foU^ : for as much as wifiiom is a regular 
government of the foul, which is carried on with 
meafure and proportion, and wliich ihe is tefyonr 
fible to hcrfelf for. 'Tis the only ruin of men of 
{hallow capacities that they never confider, and 
fince they don't comprehend things, they never 
fee the damage or profit, and by confequence ne- 
ver trouble themfdves about them, but fv^rallow 
all that comes firft to hand without examination. 
Wife men, or kingdoms may, by furprizc, be 
guilty of doing foolifli things, but to fuller them to 
run into an uncontroulable cuftom, is abfurdity in 
the abftra^l; for when men have been taxed 
with inadvertency at the firft commencement of 
follv, they pals for naturals if they perfevere in it. 
Xerxes having made a bridge of boals over the 
fca, to convey his army out of AfiaJBto Europe, 
which by a furious tempeft, andjjj|yrapidity of 
the current, broke to pieces i^..|8piras fo angry at 
it, that he fent a defiance to the fea, conunanoed 
his officers to give it three hundred ftripes, and 
to throw fetters into it to bind it to a calmer be- 

haviour; 
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haviour ; but as if all thefe rigours were not a 
fuffiicicnt chaftifcment, with hot irons he branded 
ignominious ftamps upon it i in doing which, his 
agents were obliged to fay, ^ O unruly and ftub* 

* born waters, your fovcreign Lord has afligncd 

* you thcfe puniftiments, in revenge of the in- 

* juries you have done hini| and now will pafs 

* over you, in dcfpite of all oppofition.' Htrotiot, 
The great Cham of Tartary, every day when 

he had dined himfelfi caufed a noifc of trumpets 
to found at the gate of his palace, to notify to 
all the kinn and fovcreign princes in all parts of 
the univenei that the great Cham had dined, and 
now cave them leave to go to dinner. Herb.Trav. 

Caligula, the Roman emperor, cxceflivcly dc- 
Uchtcd in a horfe he had, that was named bwift, 
wliom, by a folemn mcflage, he invited to fup 
with him at his own table. He caufed his pro- 
vender to be given him in a veflil of gold, anj - 
wine in bafons of the fiune metal, fworc by his 
health and fortune, promifcd to make him con- 
ful of Rome, and was vain enough to have done 
it, if the horfc had lived to the next eleftioh. 
He made the horfc a pricft, and collcgue with 
him in the- empire } his ftablc was a fumptuous 
palace built with marble \ his manger was made 
of ivory j \kU harncfs purple, with a jewel of 
precious ftoncs hangijig at his brcuft ; and hnd 
a family, fervants, and his houfc richly fur- 
nifliM. Stutor/iys, 

From thefe kinds of folly it will be cxpc<3:cd 
I ftlould cive examples of the folly of both fcxcs 
in their cloaths, and fcttUrn up for \vlt»:, which, 
tho' they arc comprliw under thtir diftiinlit 
beads, yet, to oblige the reader, I fliall t».ketK^. 
M a. V 
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liberty to fay fomethlng of them here, fince both 
fcxcs ftrive who (hall outdo one another in the 
;irt of foppery. Few confider what is fit, but 
think this or that piec^ of ridiculous finery is ne- 
ceflary for them, becaufe other people have it ; 
which is fetting reafon upon its head, by carry- 
ing the rule from things to perfons, and appeal- 
ing from what is right to every fool that is in 
the wrong. The word necejfary is miferably ap- 
plied i it diforders families, and overturns govern*' 
ments by being fo abufed. Remember, (ays my 
author, that children and fools want every thing, 
becaufe they want wit to diftinguifli : And there- 
fore there is no ftronger evidence of a crazy un- 
der {landing, than the making too large a cata- 
logue of things neceflary, when, in truth, there 
arc fo very few things tliat h^yc a right to b^ 
placed in it. 

To fee fopie perfons fet up for wits, is enough 
to move a wife man's compafliion j becaufe they 
take pains to make themfelves ridiculous, and 
ky out their fcnfe to appear a mafter-picce in 
buffoonery. 

— Folly we attain,- 

By fludious fearch and labour of the brain. 
By obfcrvation, counfel, and deep thought ; 
God never made a coxcomb worth a groat : 
We owe that name to indufby and arts j 
An eminent fool muft be a man of parts. 

Rochester. 

No man is free from fometimes doing and 
ipcaking foolKh things i but the WOfft on't is» 

^•.;, when 
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when a man ftudics to play the fool, nnd infteaJ 
of (iifgiufing his faults> difcovcrs his wcakncf^. 

Nit ijU magno ccnatu magnas Nugas dixtrit. 

^I'ho man in troth, witli much ailo, 
Has prov*d that one and one is two. 



C II A P. XLVII. 

Of Mcn fortunate and unfortunate. 

IT Is a grantl ahfunh'ty to atirihutc a certain 
power to fortune, that makes things to hap« 
peni or not^aa fli« plcafcth* The word fortune is a 
mere chimera^ hatched in the brain, out of an error 
of human underftanding, and nourifhM by po- 

Eular funerfUtion, which proceeds only from 
cnce, that we know not all the caufes that con- 
cur to Angle cfFeAs. For when a thing that wc 
have apprehended to depend upon fortune, and 
fo to be pofliblef fucceeds not, 'tis a certain ftgn 
that fome one of the caufes neceflary to make it 
fuccccd has been wanting \ and confcqucntly, 
that the fame was abfolutcly impoflihle. So that 
had wc not been ignorant of that deficient caufc, 
we never had thought that event to be pollible, 
nor by confequcncc ever defired it. We ought 
therefore, as chriiHans, utterly to renounce the 
ufc of that hcathcnifli word fortune, and in the 
room of it to cftabliih this great verity, that all 
things arc directed by divine provitlcncc, whoib 
decree, excepting thofc things which the fame 
M ;^ ^^^ 
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decree hath left to depend on our own will, is 
infallible and immutable. But fince, by a kind 
of ncccflity grown upon us by unwary cuftom, 
fomctimes I am obliged to nuke ufc of that 
word, I ftiall Ihew its inconftancy, variety and 
mockery in feveral examples. 

Lucius Metellus may properly lead the van in 
fbe lift of the fortunate, for, beiides his being 
one of the Roman Qiiindccemviri, that had the 
cuftody of the Sibylline oracles, general of the 
Reman cavalry, twice conful and chief prieft j 
he hiid in perft£tion all thofc ten qualifications 
tl.at entitle a man to terreftrial happinefs. He 
v/as a courageous general, a fucce^sful leader, 
;,riivcd to the height of honour; was a wife and 
f rudcnt fenator, a wealthy citizen, happy in a 
numerous ifTue, and in being at the head of af* 
fairs in the then moft celebrated city in the uni** 
vcrfe. Gocwin^s Rom. Antiq. 

Quintus Metellus, by an uninterrupted courfe 
of propitious accidents, was in a ftate of felicity 
from his birth to his death. He defcended from 
nobl« parents, had a mind and body qualified for 
every ftation ; a wife equally famous for chaflity 
and fruitfulnefs ; three fons of confular dignity, 
and the fourth a praetor. His daughters all ho- 
nourably beflow'd in marriage, whofe children 
were with him. He lived happily to a great age, 
died peaceably, and was carried to his funeral 
pile by his fons and fons-in-law. SabcL Ex. 

It is reported of the emperor Antoninus, fir- 
named Pius, that he never did any thing that he 
had caufe to repent of; that he was never re- 
fufed what he ask'd, or difobeved in what he 
commanded \ and thp reafons ne gaire for thefe 

things, 
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things, were, that he made all his aAiona corre- 
fpoml with rcafon. Polit. Max* 

Alixander the Great had many acceflions of 
happincfs. Philip, king of Maccdon, that rc-^ 
nowu*d warrior, was his father* Ariftotlc the 
celebrated philofopher was his tutof. He never 
fought but he won the field. Never fat down 
before a city which \\t did not take ( and never 
invaded a country which he did not conquer. 

PatcU dark receiTes wr can never fmdi 
But fortune, nt foinc hours, to all ii kind. 
The lucky hive whole dnys, which ftill tlicy chufe^ 
Th* unlucky have but iioun:, nni thofe they lofc. 

Davtjfis, 

The inconftancy und various motions of what 
the vulgar call fortune, may renfonably make u9 
expeA flie fliould prcfent us with all forts of 
fiices, and fometimcs feem to a£k by the rule of 
reafon, as well as at other times quite contrary. 
Can there be a more exprefs aA of jufVice than 
this ? The duke of Valcntcnois having refolvcd 
to i^oifon Adrian, cardinal of Cornetto, with 
whom pope Alexander VI. his father and him- 
felf were to fup in the Vatican \ he fent before 
i bottle of poifon'd wine, with ftrift order to 
the butler to kctp it fafe. The pope being come 
before his fon, and calling for drink, the butler 
fuppofing this wine had not been fo ftriftly com- 
mended to his care, hut only upon account of 
his holinefs, prcfentcd it immciliaiely to tlic pope, 
and the duke himfclf coming in foon after, and 
being confident they had not meddled with his 
botthf took alfo his cup \ fo that the father died 
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immediately upon the place, and the fon, after 
having been long tormented with fickncfs, was 
rcfervcd to another, and a worfe fortune. Mon- 
taign's KJfays, 

Sometimes (he feems to play upon us in the 
very crifis of an afrair, afts the phyfician, and 
gives life by a wound that was intended to kill. 
Thus £he did by the painter Protogenes, who 
huving finifti'd the picture of a mad dog with 
great art, but not being able to exprefs, as he 
would, the flaver or foam that fhould come out 
(;f his mouth, vex'd and angry at his work, he 
took his fpunge, which by cleaning his pencil 
had imbibed feveral forts of colours, and threw 
it in a rage againft the pidure, with intent ut- 
terly to deface it ] but fortune guiding the fpunge, 
It hit jiiit upon die mouth of the dog, and per* 
U.iiiM wliat all his art was not able to accom- 
piilii. I hid. 

tiomctimes fortune feems to direft our coun- 
f( Is, and ccrrefl them ; as in Ifabel, queen of 
L::^I^iJ, who, if flie had landed in this king- 
dom from Denmark, at the port (he intended, 
had fd\ into the hands of her enemies ; but for- 
tune thrv^Vving her into another haven, ihe landed 
in fat'cty. And he who throwing a ftone at a 
dog, hit and killed his mother-in-law, thought 
he had rcafon to pronounce this vcrfe : 

— — -— — By this I fee. 

Fortune takes better aim than we. Ibid. 

At other times fhe feems to aft in direft op- 
pofition to rcafon, merely to exerciie her defpotic 
authority^ as in that eminent example of king 

Henry 
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Henry VI,» of Knglund, who ww a juft prince, 
and u piouii chriitiun ; hud a good CMufcs a va- 
liant queen, ;uul potent fVicnuM to dcfctvd hift 
rip;ht 1 yet it was forrowfully obfcrvcd, that no 
military enterprise fuccccdcd where he was pre- 
icnt. Hokiri ('J)roH, 

Krancifciitj Jhilalu.^, an eminent citixcn of 
Ronu*, was ufHivHal with the word of all mi:i« 
fortunes j for hcing a tender and indulgent la- 
ther, was y^:ry u!\I)appv in all his cluldren. 'l\v(» 
oi his fons fell down dead in his fiyht, hy niu'-» 
tual wounds they gAVc one another in a chiel. 
'I'wo other of hi;j fons were put to death for 
raifm^ coinmotionii aj;ainrt the jjovcrniuent. A 
fifth Ion killed hist niother-in-law, and his only 
daughter lu'Ing undvr dileontent, poilouM her- 
(clf wjjilc (lie was fitting in eompatiy with her 
hushan*!. John itxter, UJ/\ 

•'Jhonins'Tufler, while in his minority, wn?i 
educated at fcveral fchtK)l j, viz. Wallin|!;hird, Ht. 
Paul's and h'aton, from whence he was fent to 
Trinity-hall in the univoifity of Camhridjfe. 
When he arrived to ilie Hate of manhood, lie 
lived in StaHorilihire, Suffolk, Norfolk, Cani- 
bridgclliire, in ihort was a pcrfedt Uhiqultarian. 
1 Ic dmn|,%Hl his condition as t^ftcn as his country, 
and wa5i fucceilivdy a nuilicinn, fdioohnaltcr, 
fervinf^inmn, hunhandnian, gralicr and poet. He 
traded in every tliinf.'; he had hopes to get.nicmey 
by, in oxen, (hccp, dairies, corn- of all kinds, 
hut to no advantage ; fur whether he bought or 
fold, he w;is «lways on the Idling hand j and 
tho* he has publiihM fueh excellent prefcripta ia 
husbandry and houlcvvifery, which being ob- 
fcrv'd jnight naikg any body rich, yet could ne- 
M 5 N<i\ 
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ver be fo himfelf ; tho' he was never charged 
with any extravagancies, careleflheis or negli- 
gence. Ftdkr^i fVortb. 



CHAP. XLVIIL 
Of true frtendjhip. 

TRUE Friendfhip muft have the three qua- 
lities of an Ens, unity, goodneis and truth. 
It b one foul in diiFerent bodies, that will the 
lame things. A facred tic made more firm by 
adverfity ; equally beneficial and pleafant ; cou- 
rageous, that fpeaks what it thinks, without 
treading fo nicely as if it fear'd a fhock ; but 
makes the caufe of truth the common caufe both 
of the one and the other. It {hould alfo be 
fimple, pure,' fortified, and confirmed by judg- 
ment and length of time j for all others are but 
acquaintance and familiars, occafionally contraft- 
ed, which commonly die with the defign. Thofe 
are only to be reputed friends, that can abide 
the teft of difcretion, and the trial of inconftant 
fortune. Such friends are more pleafing and ne- 
ceflary than the elements of fire and water ; the 
man is happy that enjoys them, and miferable 
that wants them ; for when he falls, he hath no 
body to help him up. The way to make true 
friends is to take them by choice, and not by 
lot ; and the regular courfe to keep them is to 
lie a friend to yourfclf : For, he who is his own 
.friend, is a friend to every body elfe. 

^ it happens, that your friend ihould M fi-om 
% the 
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the ftatc of innocence, after your kindnefs was 
engaged, be flow in your belief in the beginning 
of the difcovery : But fo foon as you are con- 
vinced by a rational evidence, you muft, with- 
out breaicing too roughlv, make a far and quick 
retreat from fuch a mi<hken acquaintance, left 
the contagion reach you fo far, aa to give you 
part of the fcandal, tho' not of the guilt. Bo 
not too hafty in cenfuring or defending your 
friend j for tho* malice is too ihurp-fighted, it 
does not follow that fricndfhip muft be blind ( 
the mean between thefe two extremes favcs ail. 

Damon and Pythias, two difciples of the Py- 
thagorean philo(ophy, lived in fuch a regular 
friendfhip, that when the Syracufian tyrant had 
fentenced one of them to die by the hands of tho 
executioner, and he asking leave to go home 
and fettle his affairs before hii death, the tyrant 
rcfufed to grant him that favour, unlcfs the other 
would be bound for his return, at a i\mt ap- 
pointed J which he making no fcruple to do, the 
reaucft was allowed ; while the tyrant was under 
a lurprize, in thinking what would be the event 
of the fecurity's engagement. One day was e- 
lapfed, and no news of his coming, wnich gave 
people the opportunity of upbraiding the other 
with rafhnefs 5 but he, without being concernM 
at the. confequence of what they fuggefted, told 
them, ^ He was certain his friend would not 
* break his word to favc hie lift.' Accordingly 
the condemtiM man came at the time prefix (I, 
and freed the other. Dionyfius admiring the 
firicndftip of the one, and fidelity of tlie other, 
gave the perfon c<>ndoinn'd his pardon, and de- 
iired he might be admitted as a third perfon in (o 
facred a fricndlhip. Lou. Theau 
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Pclopidas and Kpaminondas have their names 
recorded in the book of lafting renown, for the 
inviolable friendfhip that continued between them 
to the laft moment of their lives. They accom- 
p«inied each other to aflift the Lacedemonians 
and Thebans in their wars againft the Arcadians, 
and being poftcd in the Spartan wing, who were 
forced to give ground, they refolved to prefer an 
honourable death before an ignoble flight ; and 
therefore cppofed the enemy alone ; till Pelopi- 
das, being dangeroufly wounded in feveral places, 
lie fell among a crowd of the flain, which 
brave Epaminondas perceiving, tho' he thought 
lie had been killed, ftept before him, and with 
redoubled vigour defended his body and his ar- 
mour, till he alfo was wounded in the breaft 
with a pike, and in the arm with a fword, and 
was ready to drop ; when Agefipolis king of 
Sparta came in with the other wing, and refcucd 
from death thefe two celebrated friends. Plu- 
tarch's ParaL 

When Brutus was overcome by Caefar and 
Antony, in the battle of Philippi, and the con- 
querors were in clofe purfuit of him, fo that it 
was almoft impoilible to efcape being taken ; Lu- 
cuUus, a friend to Brutus, to divert them from 
their purpofe, told the foldiers he was Brutus, 
and defired them to carry him to Antony, who 
rejoicing in their good fortune to be mafters of 
fuch a prize, made the beft of their way towards 
the general, who having notice of it, went out 
to meet them with manv others, in expc£lation 
of feeing Brutus ; to wnom LucuUus faid, An- 
tohius, ' My friend Brutus is not taken prifoner, 
* and I hope the Gods will be more juft than 

' to 
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< to fuffcr it } lie will be found silivc or ilcad in 

* a manner ag;rcci\blc to his virtue nnd hoiU)ur« 

* 'Tin I tluit have inipofcd upon your fuldicrs, 

* and :un ready to fuftVr what fcvcrity you plcafe 

* to indidl upon mc' Antony turning to thofc 
tiuit broup,ht liinfi, faid, ^ Don't be troubled, 

* fclIow-foUiicrs, that you arc deceived, for you 

* have broujjfil nie a better pri'Ac than what you 
^ fought for, ] had rather have fuch friends tnun 

* enemies.' I'hen he embraced I^uculhw, ap- 
plauded his friendOup, committed him to one of 
his familiar anpiaintance, and found him on nil 
future occalions as faithful to him as he had been 
to Hrutus. Lipf Monit. . 

QiiintuM ServiliuN Ctrpio, bein^ accufcd of if 
hcinoUvS crime, vix. That by his dl condudl thef 
Roman army was defeated by the Cimbrimis aiut 
Teutones, he wan caft into prifon in order ter 
be put to death. I/UcuIIuh Rheghuis was his par- 
ticular friend, and tho' at that time he was tri-' 
bune of tho people, yet ho freed him from im- 
prifonment, and accompanied him in his efcapc, 
tho' he was fenfible by that adl of friendship )\e 
had thrufl himfelf into a banifhment, from which 
ho could never cxpe£l to return. * l^aUt\ Mux, 

Cricfus reproaching king Cyrus the Cireat, for 
fquandering away the pubhc treafure among his 
favourites, caft up how much it would have a- 
mounted to, if he had been a little clofer-hand- 
cd. Cyrus being willing to juftify his liberality, 
difpatch'd circular letters to the (iraiidees of his 
dominions, whom he had particularly advanced, 
defiring every one of them to fupply him with< 
as much money as they could, for a prcfTing oc- 
cafion, and to fend him a particular of what 

3 C^^iC^ 
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every one would advance. When this account 
was brought to him, every one of his friends, 
not thinking it enough barely to offer him only 
So much as they had received from his bounty, 
added to it a great deal of their own, fo that the 
film amounted to much more than Croefus's 
reckonine. Whereupon Cyrus faid, * I am not 
lefs in k)ve with riches than other princes, but 
rather a better husband. See with how fmall 
a venture I have acquired the ineftimable 
treafure of fp many friends, and how much 
more fiiithful treafure they are to me than 
mercenary men without obligation or af- 
fection would be, and my money better laid 
up than in chefb. A prince's bounty multi- 
plies hb friends, and none are fo fure in his 
intereft, as thofe he buys into his fervice by 
repeated liberalities.* MontaigrCi EJfays. 
Eudamidas, a Corinthian, had two friends^ 
Cbarixenus a Syconian, and Aretheus a Corin- 
thian > this man coming to die, being poor, and 
bis two friends rich, he made his will after this 
manner: I bequeath to Aretheus the mainte- 
sance of my mother, to fupport and provide for 
her in her old age, and to Charixcnus I bequeath 
the care of marrying my daughter, and to give 
lier as good a portion as he is able ; and in cafe 
one of thefe chance to die, I hereby fubftitute 
the furvivor in his place. They who firft fiiw 
this will, made themfelves very merry at the 
contents ; but the executors being made acquaint* 
ed with it, accepted the legacies with very great 
content ^ and one of them, Charixcnus, dying 
within five days after, and Aretheus by that means 
iuving the charge of both devolved folcly to him, 

he 
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he nourilhcd that old woman with very great 
care and tendernefs ; and of five talents he had 
in eftate» he gave two and \w\ half in marriage 
with an only daughter hv had of his own, and 
two and an half in nun 1 iuge with the daughter 
of Eudamidas, and in i>ne and the fume day fo** 
Icmnized both their Jiuptials. ///VA 

There was n gicat example of friendftiip bc« 
twcen cardinal Pool and a Venetian gentleman 
named Aloftio Priuli, and there was much no- 
tice taken in Rome of their conformity in man- 
ners, reciprocal affection, and delightful fympa- 
thy which was between them, and continued 
twenty-ftx years without interruption. Cardinal 
Pool railing fick, and being told by his phyfidans 
he could not live, he made his will, and left 
Priuli heir of all he had \ but fuch was the ge~ 
nerofity of the Venetian, that he made not ono 
penny benefit by it, but gave it all among his 
Englifti kindred, and was wont to fay, ^ While 

• my friend the cardinal lived, we ilrovc who 

• Ihould do the greateft benefits \ but by dying 

* the cardinal has got the lUrt of mc in kind* 
< nefs, in enabling me to do fo much good to 

* his relations in England.' Gng. Lit* Animad^ 
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C M A P. XLIX. 
Generojily a great virtue. 

CYRUS very wifely preferred his generofity, 
bounty and charity, before his military vir- 
tues J and chofe rather to make himfelf belov'd 
by the former, than fear'd by the latter, and not 
without rcafon ; for by this means he gave his 
enemies as much caufe to love him as his friends, 
and fccured himfelf from treacherous confpira- 
cies. It has always been obferved, that men of 
the moft generous and heroic fpirits, fuch who 
having by brave refolutions and habitual mag- 
nanimity elevated their fouls above tlie power of 
fortune, and fo could fear no evil that (he could 
bring upon them, have ever been prone to com- 
miferation when they beheld the infirmity of 
others, and heard their complaints. It is a part 
of true generofity to wi(h well to every one, be- 
caufe the evil that happens to an innocent man, 
may happen to every one, not excluding tlicm- 
felves. 

In the cathedral church of Roan in Normandy, 
under a very ftately monument, is interred the 
corps of the wife, virtuous and valiant John duke 
of Bedford, regent of France for king Henry VI. 
An envious courtier perfuaded Charles VIlL to 
deface it, that it might no longer ftand as a re- 
proach to their country. * God forbid, faid the 

* king, that I fliould violate his tomb being 

* dead, who made all France tremble when he 

• was 
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* was nlivc' Adding nlfo, that he dcfarvcd a 
moic* Aimptuouii tun\b ihan the KngliOi had a-* 
rcited lor him. 

MyiiUN duke of Poland, rrfufing to pay hiii 
tfihuto to the emperor ConradiuH, wa« driven 
oiit of hii) country by the cmperori tti\d com- 

fclled ti) flicltcr himfclf under the proteilion of 
Hric duke of Bohemia) who w«in alfo at en* 
nuty with tlie emperor. Ulric thiiiking he had 
an advantage in his hajids, to make his terms 
with the enjp(*ror, contrary to the laws of hof- 
pilaHty, oflcr^ to fend Myfias a prifoncr to him^ 
to bo dealt with according to his plcafuie, if he 
might have peace upon t])at condition \ hut the 
generous emperori in abliorrencc of fo bufe a 
niece of treacliery, defpifcd Ulrici and fent to^ 
Myfias to let him know the danger ho wai ini, 
which fl;enerou9 proccduro had fuch an eftc6t 
upon Myfi:!)!, that he went to the emperor* ac*. 
knowlodff'd hi» favouTi laid hU crown at his feet, 
and con^itcd to the payment of his tribute as 
formerly. fUfg^fits. 

Pyrrnua king of Euirus warring againft tho 
Roman!i| NiciaS) his ph^^ftcian in orainary» made 
an offer by letter to I'ubiicius the Roman ge«. 
nerali that for a reward lie would poifun PyrrhuH. 
But Kabricius abhorring fuch a foul pradticci fent, 
NiciaH*H letter to the 1cing» and advifed him to 
know his friends and his enemies better. Upon 
which the king hansM his phvrtci;in| and^ in re- 
turn of his admunitum, fcnc l^'ubriciua all tlie pri- 
foncrs he had taken without ranfom \ and that 
the conful might not be behind with him in ci- 
vilityi ho fent him an equal number of his fub- 
je<Sts, which had been taken by the Romans, 
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Papinianus a lawyer, and the honour of his 
profcflion^ when the wicked Caracalla had de-^ 
filed his hands with the innocent blood of his 
brother Geta, and commanded him by his elo- 
quence to give that aftion a fair colour to the 
fenate and populace^ he pofitively refufed it, fay- 
ing, * It was an eafier matter to commit fratri- 

* cide, than to defend fo barbarous an a£t:ion/ 
And pcrfever'd in his denial, tho' he knew it 
would coft him the lofs of his head, which that 
cruel prince cut off for difobeying him. Cauf. 
Treat, of Pajfions. 

Lycurgus's fether lofing his life in a popular 
commotion, the crown and territories of Sparta 
defcended to Polydcfla his elder brother, who 
dying foon after, the kingdom in right of fuc- 
ceiHon fell to Lycurgus, over which he reigned 
as king till it was commonly known that Poly- 
defta's wife was with child, and then he admi- 
niftred the government under the title of pro- 
teftor, declaring that the right of the crown was 
in his brother's child, if it proved a fon. The 
queen fent him a private meffage, that fhe would 
take fomething to make her mifcarry, upon con- 
dition he would marry her 5 but he detefting fo 
infamous an aclion, and unwilling to leave the 
child to her mercy, pretended that taking medi- 
cines to caufe abortion might deftroy her alfo, 
and therefore encouraged her to go out her time, 
and if it proved a fon, he would deftroy it, which 
had its effeft. The lady was brought to bed of 
a fon, and deliver'd to him as he fat at fupper 
with the nobles, to whom he faid, * O ye Spir- 

• tarts, here is your true king,' and immediately 
rfacM him on the throne, while all men admired 
Ws gencrofity aud juftXct. Plwt* w Lymrg^. 
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Tancred the Norman, accompanyii^ his uncle 
Bocmund in liU war in Syria, it unfortunately 
chanced that Boeinund v^nas taken prifoncr by the 
infidels. Three years Tancred ruled in the (lead 
of his unclei and being fo happy as to enlarge 
the hounds of his dominions, and aa]uirc great 
fums of money, he employed it for the redemp- 
tion of his uncle from captivity, and having 
brought him home, fettled him on his throne, 
and refign'd his dominions and all his conquefts 
into his hands. Fuigos. 



CHAP. L. 

0/ gUttts^ and men of great fiature and 
biigbi. 

GIANTS, and fuch man as have exceeded 
the common {^portion, are foldom re- 
marked by hiftorians for any extraordinary qua- 
lifications of mind, but, like the Esvptian pyi^- 
mids, are more for fihow than ufe. Thefe tower- 
ing heights generally have their upper rooms very 
meanly furnifh'd \ and no wonder, for where 
nature is redundant in one particular, ihe is 
commonly dcfcflivc in another, agreeable to her 
anfwer, when reproached for making a very beau- 
tiful damfel a fool, faid, (he gave her (o largo 
a fliarc of beauty, to bcftow her proportion of 
wit upon another, that being made in the darki^ 
wanted beauty, which muft be fupplied by wit» 
or flie would (lick a hand. 

Maximinius the emperor was two yards three 
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Inches in height, but no way equalling him in 
proportion of body ; for his knees knock'd to- 
gether, and he was fomcwhat lame. Yet he once 
danced an anti-mafque at White-Hall, where af- 
ter fcampering a while, he drew little Jeffery 
the dwarf out of his pocket, to the wonder and 
merriment of all the fpeftators. IbiJ. 



C H A P. LI. 

0/ glory and renown. 

GL O R Y is a notion fo little underftood, 
either as to the name or thing, that 
men feem to purfue they know not what, and 
fill their heads with chimera's, inftead of reali- 
ties. Chryfippus and Diogenes were the firft 
authors that wrote about the contempt of glory, 
and at the fame time were hot in the purfuit of 
it. Others fay, virtue is not to be coveted, but 
for the glory that accompanies it, which renders 
virtue a very vain and frivolous thing, while it 
derives its recommendation from the empty bub- 
bles of frothy feme. Others make it confift in 
the approbation of the giddy multitude, which, 
if poifible to be acquired, can be of no conti- 
nuance ; for they that live by popular breath will 
Jiave work enough, they muft be always doing, 
and vet never have done. Is it reafonable that 
the life of a wife man {hould depend upon the 
judgment of fools ? Or can any thing be more 
ridiculous, than to think that thofe you defplfe 
iGngle, can be fit for better treatment when join'd 
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up himfelf to the cxaaR rules of truth. And 
thirdly. That he would be expeditious in the 
publication of it, that he himfelf, while yet alive, 
might enjoy fome part of his glory, in feeing it 
done confornciably to thefe direAions. He thou^t 
it a confiderable thing to be excellent in eloquent 
fpeaking, and took no little pains in qualifying 
himfelf with abilities for that purpofe. Being to 
plead a caufe before the Centum Viri, and not 
fo well prepared as he defired to be, his fervant 
Eros giving him notice that the trial W28 deferred 
a day longer, he was fo tranfported with joy at 
the news of it, that he gave him his freedom* 
Fu/gof. Ex. 

When Alexander the Great had levelled the 
walls of the city of Thebes in Baeotia, the beau- 
tiful and wealthy courtezan Phryne ofFer'd the 
Thebans to rebuild them at her own expence, 
on condition, that, to perpetuate her name, thefe 
words might be engraved upon their gates. 

* Alexander demolifh'd the v^^alls of Thebes, 

* and Phryne reftor'd them to the ftate you fee 

* them in.* Guar, de Civ, conver. 

A Grecian nam'd Eroftratua being ambitious 
of a name, and finding he could not obtain it 
by any laudable enterprize* refolved to do it by 
an aft of the higheft villainy, and therefore de- 
ftroy'd by fire the famous temple of Diana at 
Ephefus, in the year 398, from the foundation 
of Rome. A pile of building that for the ex- 
cellency of it was reckoned among the wonders 
/of the univerfe. He confeffed that he had no 
other view in dcMng it, than to render his name 
inGunortaL The Ephefians, by a law, forbid the 
citizens from ever naming him, to difappoint him 
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of Ac glory he afpired after ; but were miftaken 
in their politics, for the record continued what 
cber cndei¥Our*d to abolifh. Solinus. 

In the rdgn of king Henry VII. Thomas 
Fhmmork, and Michael Jofeph, a fmith, were 
coodcmn'd to be drawn, hang'd and quarter'd, 
for failing conunotions in Cornwall, about the 
payment of a fubfidy. Coming to the place of 
execution, 'twas wonderful to obferve, how cou* 
lageoufly the blackfinith took hb death, in hopes 
that his name and memory (hould continue for 
crer. So dear is fame to vulgar minds, tho' it 
be accompanied with ignominy ! What is it then 
to heroic fouls, when attended with glory. Po- 
fy^. Firg, DiKoft. 

Paur.inias, a domeftic and near attendant upon 
the perfon of HiDip king of Macedon, enquired 
of HermvKlcs, which ^^-as the moft expeditious 
i^-ay to be famous in the world on a fudilen ? 
Who anfwcr'd, he muft kill fome eminent per- 
fon* ar.J then the glory of that man would fall 
upc-n himfelf ; hereupon forgetting his duty and 
<.»bi:s-U«on«, he murdered his fovcreirrn and mafter 
king Philip, and had what he uim'd at, being as 
well known in fucceeding ages by his horrid 
p^ricide, as Philip was by his great virtue. 
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CHAP. LII. 
Of gratitude and ingratitude* 

GR A T 1 T u D I, (ays Dr. Charlton, is a Tpe- 
cies of love, excited In us by feme aAion 
of another, whereby we believe, that cither he 
hath really benefited us, or at leaft intended to 
benefit us in particular, and is accomoanied with 
defire to ihew ourfelves thankful to him for his 
benignity : therefore this paflion of gratitude, as 
It excels Ample &vour in this, that it is funded 
upon an a£tion which concerns us, fo it hu hr 
greater force upon the mind, efpecially in menp 
of noble and generous natures. Its contrary is 
ingratitude, which, notwithftandins is no paflion i 
for nature, as if flie abhorred it, has ordain'd no 
motion of the fpirits in us that might excite it j 
but is a mere vice, incident to men who are ei- 
ther foolifhly proud, and therefore think all be- 
nefits are due to them y or fottifhly ftupid, fo as 
to make no reflexion upon kindneffes done them i 
or of weak and abjeA minds, who having been 
obliged by the bounty and charity of their bene- 
factors, inftead of bemg srateful, profecute them 
with hatred i and this, becaufo cither wanting 
the will to requite, or dcfpairing of ability to 
make equal returns, and hlkly imagining that all 
are like themfclves, venal and mercenary, and- 
that none do ^ood offices but in Itopc of a re- 
ward I they thmk that ihcir bcncfadtoii) h.ivc de- 
ceived them I and fo dcpruvc tlic bcnciit iniu s\n 
Vol. I. N vcv- 
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injury. Hatred then being an adjunft to ingra- 
titude, it fbHows that love muft attend on grati- 
tude, which is therefore always honeft, and one 
of the princip J bands of human fcfciety. 

Thyreus was one of the chief eunuchs to 
queen Stadra, wife of Daritis king 6f PfeHia, and 
was taken prifoner at the fame time with 
her, by Ale^der. t^he fedjr dying m trayd, 
he privately Convey^ hmSAf o'ut bf the camp, 
to give Darius n6tice of her deathj Virho 
l\6t receivirtg it With any griat coticerh, he 
thought Darius fufpedied that his Vrife^ hisiifters 
and d^ught^rs had been con^pted by Alexander ; 
but Thyreus, with many afleveratioSns, having 
clear'd Alexander froni any filch «ttfcitapt, and 
sfflcrted his civil treatment <rf the ladies-, DaHtw, 
Drith hinds and "eyes lifted up to'heaveh, cry'd 
tmt^ * O immortal Gods of Perfia*, and prefi- 
^ dents of kingdoms, I beg you that Perfia may 

* recover its ancient glory, tfiat I may leave it 
^ to Alexander in requital of the favdurs he has 

* done me and my dear wifeund cfaadteh, under 
^ the frowns of fortune ; but if I thxf ftot Kve 
« to enjoy that happinefs^ ButtWtPc*rfia m-uft 
^ be overthrownj theft I befeedi yCAx ftat ho 
^' other niortal may poflefs the throne of Cyrus 

* but Alexander, that has defciV'd it of me by 
^ his re(pe6ls ahd civilities to ^tjitcmy/ PAr/. 
tHAlexandro. 

RV>dericus Davalus, liiuteriant-gfa^Al of Ac 
Spanifh cavalry. Was, m the-jreiiir 425, accufcd- 
of treafonable praftices in c6rrdpoh9ihg''wiih the- 
Moors ; and with him, and othier ^ ^efltt men, 
Alcarus Nunnius Ferrerius, his fteward. Was ap- 
prthended) but ?iec\\i\t.l'cd lumfclf, tho* his matter, 

9nd 
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mA other confiderabie perfons, were fentcnced t^ 
perpetual banifhment. Ferrerius being at liber* 
ty, nude it the whole buflnefs of his life to fuc* 
cour and relieve his mafter. He fold all hit 
goods, and what elfe he had gained by the boun-» 
ty of hit mafteri and having mufter'd up tho 
fum of 8000 crowns, he put it into wicker- 
bottles, loaded an afs with it, cbathed his Ton i» 
ragged apparel to drive the beaft, and fent it to 
his maften £i>/! Mmit. 

Sir WilKam Fit«- Williams, fonrxetimc a fer- 
vant to cardinal Wolfey, and afterwards alder- 
man of London, retiring from thence to Milkton 
in Northamptoirfhire, gave a kind entertainment 
to the cardinal there, when he was AUen un« 
der the king's difplcafure, and in difgrace at 
court, which fome bufy courtier mifreprefenting 
to the king, he v^ fent for in cuflody by Hen- 
ry VIII. who demanded of him, how he durft 
ai&ont his authority, in entertaining the cardinal 
who was an enemy to the government. Sir Wil- 
liam modcftly anlwcr'd, * That what he had 
^ done was not in contempt of his majefty's au- 
^ thority, but an a6l of gratitude to his mafter, 
^ by whoie particular favour and bounty he was 
^ arrived to a plentiful eftatc, and hoped* that a 
^ teftimon^ of his duty and thankfulness to his 
^ mafter m neceflity, ihould not be imputed to 
^ him as a crime.' The king was fo well fatislicd 
with his anfwer^ that he gave him commendations 
for what he had done, and as a mark of his fa« 
vour, conferred upon him the honour of knight- 
hood, and made him a privy-counfellor. FuUtr^i 
fTortb. 

Francis Frefcobald, a Florentine merchant, de- 
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. fcended of a noble family in Italy, had gain'd a 
plentiful fortune, of which he vrsa liberal to all 
in neceflity ; which being well known to others, 
tho' concealed b^ himfel^ a young m^, and a 
llranger, addrefied him in Florence, 'to ask his 
charity. Signior Frefcobald, feeing finricthihg in 
his countenance more than ordinary, and com-* 
paiSonating his circumftances, asked him what 
he was, and of what country. ^ I am, (aid he, 
< a native of England, my name is Thomas 

• Cromwell, and my fiither-in-law was a poor 
« fhccr-man. I left my country to fcek my for- 
^ tune, came with the French army that were 

• routed at Gatylion, where I was a page to a 
^ footman, and carried his pike and burgenet af-« 

• ter him.' Frefcobald commiferating his necef- 
fities, and having a particular refpo9: for the 
Englifh nation, cloadied him genteelly, took him 
into his houfe till he had recovered ftrcngth by 
better diet, and at his taking leave, mounted him 
upon a good horfe, with iixteen ducats of gold 
in his pockets. Cromwell exprefe'd his thank* 
fiilnefs in a very fenfible manner, and returned 
by land towards England ; where being arrived, 
he was preferred into the fervice of cardinal 
Wolfey ; and after his death worked himfelf fo 
fcffeflually into the favour of king Henry VIII. 
that he made him a baron, vifcount, earl of £f- 
fex, and after paiTing thro* feveral other confi- 
derable offices, made him lord high-chancellor 
of England. 

While thefe things were tfanfa£ting, Signior 

Frefcobald, by repeated lofTes at fea and land, 

was reduced to poverty ; and calling to mind, 

" (without ever tVuutln^ of CromwcU) that fame 

Eng^iih 
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Ehglifh merchants were indebted to him in the 
fum of fifteen thoufand ducats, he came to Lon« 
don to look after it. Travelling in purfuit of this 
affair, he fortunately met with the lord chan- 
cellor as he was ridmg to court, who thinking 
him to be the fame eentleman that had done him 
fuch great kindnefTes mltaly, immediately alighted, 
and fcarce refraining to exprefs his joy by (bedding 
tears, ask*d him if he was not Signior Francis 
Frcfcobnld, a Florentine merchant? ^ Ycs,Sir,fai(l 

* he, and your lordfhip's mofl humble fervant.* 

* My fervant, faid the chancellor I No, you are 

* my fpecial friend, that relieved me in my wants, 

* laid the foundation of my greatnefs, and as fuch 
^ a dear and obliging friend and benefodtor I re- 

* ceive you : And fince the aftairs of nw fove- 

* reign will not now permit a longer conftrencc, 

* I coniure ]^ou, my dear friend, to oblige me 
^ this day with your company at my houfe, and 

* take a dixmer with me \ which in expedition 
^ of, I take my leave of you for the . prefent/ 
Signior Frefcobald was furprized and aftoniflied 
with admiration who this great man ihould be, 
that acknowledged fuch obiigationa, and fo. paP- 
fionately exprefVd a kindncfs for him \ but con- 
templating a while his voice, his mien and car- 
riage, he concludes it to be Cromwell, whom 
he nad relieved at Florence, and therefore not a 
little overjoyed, goes to liis houfc, and attended 
his coming. His lordihip came foon afler, and 
was no fooner difmounted, but he again carefTes 
his former benefactor, and holding him by the 
hand, turns to the lord high-admiral, and other 
noblemen in his company, faying, * Don't vour 

N 3 * lord- 
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* lordihips wonder that I am fo glad to fee this 
' gentleman ? This is he that fim contributed to 

* my advancement ;' and then told them the 
whole ftory. And holding him ftiU by the hand» 
led him into the dining-room, and placed him 
next himfelf at tabic. The lords being gone, 
the chancellor made ufe of this opportunity to 
know what affair had brought him into England* 
FrefcobaU in few words gave him the true Sate 
of his circumftances : To which Cromwell re- 
plied, ^ I am forry for your misfortunes, and 

* will make them as eafy to you as I can, by 

> bearing a fhare in your affliflions like a true 
^ friend. But becaufe men ought to be juft be^ 
^ fore they are kind, 'tis fit I fhould repay the 

* debt I owe you-' Then taking him by the 
hand, he led him into his clofet, mi command- 
ing the reft to depart, he lock'd the door, and 
•cpcning a coffer, firft took out fixteen ducats^ 
delivering tbem to Frefcobald, and laid, ^ My 

* friend, here is the money you lent roe at Flo- 

> rence, with ten pieces you laid out for my 
' apparel, and ten more you paid for my horfe ; 

* but coniulering you are a merchant, and might 
' have made fome advantage by this money ifi 
^ the way of trade, take thefe four bags, in every 
^ one of which is four hundred ducats, and en- 

* joy them as the free gift of your friend ;* 
which the Modefty df Frefcobald would have re- 
eled, but the other forced theih upon him. This 
^in^ lione, lie caufed him to give him die names 
tr^ aH his debtors, and the fums thev owed ; 
which account he tfinfmitted to one or his fer- 
vants, with a charge to find out the men, and 
•hlige them to pay him in fifteen days, under 

the 
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tl)C penalty of his difpleftfurc, and the fervant (b 
well dirdiarged hisi duty» that in a ihort time the 
entire iun[\ was piud* All thi» time Signior Fref- 
cobsdd lodged in the chancellor'a houfc, where ho 
wai entertain'd accordir\e to his meriti), with ro^ 
peated porfuafions for his continuance in Eng- 
land) oftering him the loan of fixty thoufand du- 
cats for four ycars) if he would trade here. Dut 
he defired to return to Florence^ which he dl49 
with extraordinary favoun: from the lord Cttm-* 
wellt wliich greatly eiurich*d him \ but he cq- 
joypd his wealth but a (hort tinie> for he died in 
the very year of his arrival in ItaJy. JHncitvers 
jtpoL 

Now follows examples of tho vice of ingrati- 
tude, which tho* top frequently praSiffd* lye t 
'tis fu abhorr*il by the gener4 vfucoyi (bflUho 
who rendera luimlf guilty of it» is (iii4:4p -be 
guijtv of all other ^Ml^ ' ^ ^^il. 

Marcus T.ulliMs Cicero beinff uqder a fentence 
of l)4niftan(yit, and (hifting trom place to place 

• to fave his life^ Hercnnius the centurion, and Po- 
piligs the tiihune, whom Cicero had formerly 

• defended, when profecutcd for the murder of 
his fatl\cr, i;(>t leave of Antonius to find and kill 
him, tho* he had never given them any provoca- 
tion by word or deed \ and having licence for 
that barbarity, away they poft with a baud of 
foldiers to Cajeta, and the doors being fliut where 
they thought he was, they broke tltem opei^, 
where Cicero iu>t appealing, '4nd thufu within 
iiiying, they knew not where he was \ a youth 
that had been educated by Cicero in the liberal 
arts and fcienccs, an emancipated (lave of bib brp-* 
thcr QiiijituS) Philologus by name, dii'covcred to 
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the tribune, that the litter was carrying to the 
iea through the dofe and (hacty walks. The tri- 
bune taking a few with him, run to the place 
where he was to come out. As icon as Gcem 
perceived Herennius running in the walks after 
htm, he commanded his fervants to (et down the 
litter, in which Herennius cut his throat, in the 
iixty-fourth year of his age. He alfo cut off his 
head, and by Antonius's command his hands alfo, 
with which his Philippics were written ; for fo Ci« 
cero ftiled thofe orations he wrote s^ainft An- 
tonkis. Thefe members Antonius commanded 
to be faftned up over the Roftra of the prators; 
t horrid fight to the Roman people ! But as foon 
11 Ckfar had vanquifhed Antonius, being then 
cmAki he made Cicero's foil his collegue in thit 
ofiei^ in whofe confuUhip the ienate took down 
sA tke AitiMt of Antonius, defaced all the other 
monmnoits of hb honour, and decreed that none 
of that family (hould hereafter bear the name of 
Marcus. Thus did the divine powers devolve the 
finifliing their revenge of Antonius upon the 
houfe of Cicero. Plutarch* s Life of Cicero. 

Two young men of Sparta taking a journey 
to confult the oracle of Apollo at Delphos, 
cl'.;nccd to lodge at the houfe of an hofpitable 
pcrfon in Lcu£tra, named Scedafus, who had 
two beautiful virgins to his daughters, whom 
thcfe young men (cem'd to be much taken with,^ 
and therefore rcfolved in their return to lodge at 
the fame houfe, and attempt to violate their cha- 
ftities. Accordingly they came, and finding Sce- 
dafus was abfent, tho' they had a kind enter- 
tainment from his daughters, yet they could not 
forbear tempting them to difhonefty \ and not 

^rc- 
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prevailing by their courtfhips, they ravifliM them 
both s and to conceal it, added murder to the 
rape, threw them into a pit, and made their 
efcapes. Scedafus coming home not long after, 
and mi/ling them, fear^h'd the hou(e, and tur 
quir'd in the town, but all to no purpofe. At 
length a little dog belongbg to the family ^Qt%* 
tinued whining about him, running, out a doofs 
and in again. Teeming to invite him to fqllojf/ 
him, which Scedafus did, and the dog led j^jpi 
to a pit into which his daughters were thro]yn» 
He drew out his daughters, and being mforpfd 
that the two Spartans had been at bis. houfe affauj, 
he concluded they were the murderers. pi .hi» 
daughters. To revenge their deaths, ,hc WfJJt.to 
Sparta, and demanded juftice of the '^^gfifjj^f 
the king and thje people, but coil^4.^^Vc IJ^. f^- 
drefs ; whereupon,i wl^ eyes an4 hand^^li||^. up 
to heaven, he poure.d out hi$ aniinplam^! %o tl)e 
Gods, vented his maledidlions a^mt the city» 
and ftabb'd himfelf. Lon. Theat, 

Bafilius Macedo the emperor exercifing hins^- 
felf in hunting, a fport he took great delight ip,, 
a great ftag running furiouily a^ainft him, bir- 
ftened one of the branches of hia horns in. the 
emperor's girdle, and pulling him from his horfe, 
dragg'd him a coiifiderable way, to the imminent 
danger of his life ; which a gentleman of his re- 
tinue perceiving, drew his (word, and cut the 
emperor's girdle afunder, which difengae'd him 
from the beafl, with little or ho hurt to his per- 
fon. But obferve what reward he had for his 
pains ; he was fentenced to lofe his head, for 
putting his fword fo near the body of the em- 
peror, and fuffcrM death accordingly. Zonar, 
jinnaL 
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BelUarius was general of all the forces of Ju- 
ftinian the emperor^ and a man of great courage^ 
conduft and integrity. He overcame the Per- 
'fians, Goths and Vandals, took all their king's 
prifoners, and fent them to his mafter. He re- 
covered Sicilia, Africa, and the greateft part of 
Italy* He did all this with a handful of men^ 
and at a very inconfiderable expence. He re- 
ftored military dlfcipline by the regular exercife 
*of his authority, after it had been long neg- 
lefled. He was near a-kin to Juftinian himfelf> 
entirely in his intereft, and of uncorrupted fide- 

• lity, as appeared by his refufing to accept the 
kingdom of Italy, when it was offer'd him. And 
yet this extraordinary great man, upon fome un- 

' accountable piece of jealoufy and groundlefs fuf- 
picion, was apprehended, his eyes put ouft, his. 
houfe rifled, liis eftate confifcated^ and himfelf 
reduced to Aat miferable condition, as to beg up. 
and down the ftreets and high-ways in thefe 
words : * Give a halfpenny to poor Belifarius,, 

* ^ whom, virtue xaifed, fortune blinded, and envy 
'* ruin'd.' Fulgos, 

Humphry Bannifter and his father were both 
fervants to, and raifed by, the duke of Bucking- 
ham, who being driven to abfcond, by an un- 
fortunate accident befalling the army he had 
raifed againft the ufurper Richard HI. he, with- 
out footman or page, retired to Bannifter 's houfe 
jiear Shrewsbury, as to a place where he had all 
the reafon in the world to expedl fecurity. But 
the perfidious traitor Bannifter, upon die king's 
proclamation, promifmg a thoufand pounds re- 
ward to him that iliould apprehend the duke,. 
■ fike an ungrateful villain,, betrayed his matter to 

jQha 
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John Mcrton liigh-(hcriiF of Shropfliirc, who fent 
him under a flrong guard to Salisbury, where ^"^ 
Jcing tlicn was, and there in the tnarket«pliKy 
the duke was bclieadcd* But divine vcngnuicf 
•purfucd cixe traitor li^ni)ifjbcf i (or demiuidiisg t^p 
fthoufand poundi^ that was the price of his ma- 
iler's blood, king Richard refufed to pay k lum, 
•faying, ^ He that would be falfe to (o goocl ii 
^ mnltcr, ought not to be encouraged/ How- 
'Cvcr, tho' he loft iu.'^ rcwar<j from the king, 
hoavcu paid him home ; for he was aftcr^^^B 
liang'd for manflai^hter ; his elicit (on run mad, 
and di(ul in a iiog-ftyc » l)is fccoiid foi?i becanije 
deformed and lame ; and his third fon w^ 
drowned in a fmiill puddle of water, ilis t^im 
daughter was got with child by ojic of j(h8 car- 
ters I and his fccond was fciz^ with a lcprqfy> 
of which file died. //^. i?«j. 

In the reign of king James H. there was. liv- 
ing in London, one Gaunt, a woman that wat 
an Anabaptift, who fpcnt great part of Iter Jiic 
in ads of charity, villting the J^il5, and lookit)g 
after the poor of what pcrf«;dion ibrvcr. Qnc 
of tho rebels that had joined with Monmoutli 
Bgainft the king, found this woman out, and flie 
harbour'd him in her houfe, and was looking for 
an occafion of fending him out of the kini*;dom ; 
but he hearing that the king had declared, that he 
would fooncr pardon the rebels than thofc who 
harboured them, bv an unheard-of bafcnefs went 
and delivered himfelf, and accufcd her that had 
•concealed him. Whereupon flie was fcized^ triod^ 
condemned and burnt, upon tlie evidence only of 
this infiunous wretch, whom ilic had fo chari- 
tably rdicv-df Bi^ruit's HijL of bU own Times. 
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tends greatnefs iBy that the pofleflbro of it have 
greater abilities and opportunities of doing good 
and preventing evil» than all other men ; and 
employing thofe advantages lor the ends thqr 
were given, will render the great konourabfe 
while they Kve, lamented when they die^ and 
commemorated with glorious epithets to eternity*. 
The inconvenicncies of greatnefs are i that as; 
thev have power to do evil, they too often are 

! guilty of doinf it, and never fail to be cenfurcd: 
or it I the vulgar conceiving they have a right to. 
cenfure their very geftures, looks and though t^, 
and to be judses of all their a£lions. Hence it 
comes to paft that the blcmiflies of great mef>i 
being toiicd from mouth to mouth, are rendered 
deformities i and a mole or wart in them is made 
worfe than perfe£l uglinefs in others. Great 
men alfo are feldom mafters of their own time f. 
for 'tis generally con&imed in the civilities or im- 
pertinencies of others : Nor can they fav they 
have friends, fmce the rcfpeA, love and fidelity,, 
that is paid them, is a debt due to theic great- 
nefs, and not to their perfons^ beinz not dif- 
charged out of choice, but by eompuUion whe-* 
ther they will or no.. But the lafl, if not the 
moft intolerable, inconvenience of greatnefs is, 
that they are commonly debarr'd from knowing 
themfelves, or on what terms they fland ; their 
height divefb them of familiarity, friendfhip and 
intelligence i they hear nothing out what issforced 
or diflembled i nor fee nothing about them, but 
what is counterfeited or difzuifcd. 

It was one of the characters of Rodolphus T. 

emperor of Germany, that ho always preferred, 

doing good to others before aggrandizing him- 

I fclf^ 
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felf, alluding to that faying of the philoTof^er, 
* We aFC not born for ourfelves, but for the 
^ welfare of the jpublic*' In war he always com- 
tnandod 4)is conquering generals to preferve thp 
lives of as many of their enemies >as poffibly they 
•couldv 4>ecaufe mercy was a greater virtue th^n 
•tiCFiifice. And when any had forfeited their lives 
and eftates to the crowji, he would Qt>afUntIy 
give their eftates to the next heirs that had not 
offended ; for doing otherwife, he iaid, vi^as wfurp- 
ing the prerogative of God Almighty, to wluHH 
it belonged, and not to an emperor, to vifit the 
fms of the fathers upon the children to the thi];d 
and fourth generation. When innocents are .pu- 
nifli'd, their wrongs call for vengeance; but 
where charity is exercifed, tho' the &i6ineis .of 
the laws /orbid it, abundance x£ fiuilts are .co- 
vered, and bkflings multiplied. Ggrm. Hiji. 

In the ficknefs of king Edward YI. whioh was 
iiippofed to proceed from a lingring .poifon that 
had been given ihim, /bxfliop SidJfey preaching 
before him, took occafion to enlarge upon 
works of charity, and 'the obligation that lay 
upon all great men to be eminent in good 
works ; this touched the king to the quick, fo 
that after fermon he fent fonthe bifhop, and af- 
terwards for the lord mayor and aldermen of 
London, to confult with them ^how he might 
bcft acquit himfelf of his duty in reference ta 
doing good, in which he found himfelf fo much 
concerned. Upon their advioeithe >kihg .ordered 
.Jhe Grey-Friars church, near Newgate, for or- 
phans, and gave the revenues belonging to it for 
their maintenance, &c. and when he fet his hand 
to tiiis and his gther charitable foundations^ he 

gave 
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fave thanks to God, that had prolonged his life 
to finifh thofc good defigns. Hifi* of Eng. 

But ambition putting a higher value upon 
greatnefs, than its intriniic vdue does reidly t- 
mount to, I ihall give fome examples of the ih- 
convenicncies that attend it, that men may net 
fall into them, by climbing above the degrees 
wherein God has placed them by their birthst 
education or eflates. 

Montaigne fpcaking of the inconvenience of 
greatnefs, fays, a fupreme reputation and mighty 
authority would opprcfs his imagination; and 
therefore quite contrary to fome others, he had 
rather chufe to be the fecond or third in Peri- 
eourd, than the firft at Paris. He would neither 
be a mifcrable unknown, nor yet 'be fe great as 
to have crowds open in adoration as he pafled y 
but was content with a moderate condition, as 
well by his choice as fortune. 

Otancs, one of the feven that had a right to 
pretend to the kingdom of Perfta, gave up to his 
concurrents the right of being promoted to it,> 
either by elcSion or lot, provided that he and 
his might live in the empire out of all authority 
and fubjeftion, thofe of the ancient laws ex- 
cepted ; and might enjoy all liberty, that was 
not prejudicial to them, 'Certainly he was much 
in the right of it, for the moft painful and dif- 
ficult employment in the world, in my opinion^ 
is to difcharge the office of a king in mode ahd 
figure, and therefore many of their faults ought 
to be excufed in confideration of the intolerable 
weight of the funftion. 'Tis hard to keep mea- 
fure in fo immeafurable a power. Dominion 
and fubje<ftion arc naturjJly at enmity, and com- 
X monly 
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monly both are in extremes as to their preroga* 
tives and privileges. This might be exemplified 
in two Scotch authors contending about this fub* 
je£l ; of which, he who pleads the caufe of the 
people, makes kings in a worfe condition than 
carters ; and he that writes for monarchy, places 
them in power and fovereignty, fome degrees 
above God Almighty. 'Tis the golden mean to 
beUeve neither the one nor the other, touching 
the rights of the advecfe party, but leave it to 
reafon, which is inflexible and without paifion, 
to decixie the controver^» 

Briilbn running againfl: Alexander at jufls> 
purpofely miis'd his blow, for which Alexander 
feverely reprimanded him, and bewailed the mis- 
fortune of greatnefs, that could never underftand 
thcmfelvesy or appear what they were^ for the 
croud of flatterers that were continually about 
them. 'Tis pity a man (hould be fo great, that 
all things muft give way to him ; this is not to* 
^o, but to Aide, not to live, but to fleep. 

Carneadus faid, that the fons of princes learn'd 
nothing right, but to ride the great horfe, be- 
caufe in all their other exercifes, every one yields 
and bends to them : But a horfe is neither a flat- 
terer nor a courtier, and will throw the fon of 
a king with no more remorfe, than he would do 
that of a porter. 

The fenate of Rome awarded the prize of elo- 
quence to Tiberius, but he refiifed it, becaufe if 
it had been jufl:, he could derive no. advants^e 
from a judgment fo partial, and that was fo litde 
free to judge. Greatneis ftrips men ; for what 
teftimony of good will can be expelled from the 
joaa that owes me» whether he will or no, all 

that 
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that he can do ? How can a ereat man form any 
aflurance of the real refpedi of a dependanti from 
his humble way of fpeaking» and fubmiflive be- 
haviour, when they are ceremonies that are not 
in his power to deny ? The honours that great 
men receive from thofe that fear them, arc not 
honours, becaufe they are refpeds and formali- 
ties only paid to his ereatnefs, and not to him- 
felf, and will be laid afide whenever his charaj^ 
is taken away. His predeceflbr was, and his fuc- 
ceflbr will be, treated with the fame ceremony 
and ftate. 

I'he emperor Julian being one dav applauded 
for his exa£t juftice, faid, I fhould oe proud of 
thefo commendations, if they came from thofe 
perfons that durft condemn or diApprove die 
contrary, in cafe I (hould do it : What a flaveiy 
are courtiers under, that can endure to be thua 
upbraided \ What felicity is in greatnefs where 
there is a fuperior, or what can it add to a man 
that has enough ? Nothing is fo happy in thia 
world, as the men that know when they are 
well, without coveting to be better. 
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G H A p, uy. 

Of the fqffm ^f grief. 

GRIJ^F or fprrow is ah ungrateful I^guor 
of the fo^l, from a cpncepfiw ctf prrfent 
eviU whigh nn^ves her to contr^ h^rfelf to 
^void \ty l^y vfhjffh ^.^ animal fpirte we recalled 
inward, but flowly and without violence ; fo 
that the blood being by degrees deftitute of a fuf- 

' ficient influx of then;, i^ tranfmitted thro' the 
heart witb too flow a motion. Whence the pulfe 
is r reodf^redf little, flow, rare and weak; aad 
rtierc is felt abo^t the heart a ceftain oppreffive 
ftrjcftnefe, ^ if the orifices of it were drawn to- 

'ff<})er, witb n m^iteft (^hilners congealing the 
bloods gmdi communicating itfelf to the whole 
body. From which dejefiing iVmptooM, flow 
i»any l»cpnvenie9H:i^ ; for bfiftde^ thia, tbat it 
darkens the. fprifi3, duBs ribe ysitp fih&ur^ the 

i'udgment, blunts the memory, and clouds the 
ucid part of the foul j it does moreover thicken 
the blood, and by that means immoderately con- 
ftrlnges the heart, caufes the lamp of life to bum 
dimly, induces want of fleep, by drying the 
brain, corrupts the nutritive juice, and converts 
it into melancholy humour ; as will appear in 
jthe following examples. 

In the war that Ferdinand made upon the wi- 
dow of king John in Hungary, about Buda, a 
foldier was particularly taken notice of, for his 
lingular behaviour \vi a certain encounter, un- 

known. 
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known, highly commended, and as much hr 
mented, being kft dead upon the places but by 
none fo much as by Raifciac a German lonj» 
who was infinitely pkafcd with fo unparalleled a 
virtue. The body being brought oiF, the count, 
with the common curiofity comine to view it» 
his arms were no fooner taken on, but he imr 
mediately knew him to be his own ion, whidi 
added a iccond blow to the compaffion of all the 
beholders ; only he, without uttering a word, or 
turning his eyes from the woeful objeA, floo4 
fixedly contemplating the body of his fon, tiU 
the vehemence of the forrow having overcome 
his vital fpirits, made him fink dead to die 
ground* 

His griePs but eafy, who his ^rief can tell; 
But piercing forrow has no article. 

Donau Hl/l. Mirai* 

King Richard 11. was fo zealous a lover of lui 
queen, that when after a fbort fickneis (he di^ 
at his palace of Sheen, in the county of Surrey^ 
lie v^ras fo tranfported with grief and iarrow> 
unbecoming him as a kin^, a mw% or a ohtir 
ftian, that he laid bitter cuHes upon the piacei 
and out of a deep melancholy or madnefs, caufe4 
the palace to be dcmolifh'd. FulUr's HoL Statg. 

Cardanus gives us the hiftory of a Milancze, 
who, for the fpace of fixty years, had never the 
neceffity or curiofity to go without the walls of 
the city, which being certified to the duke as a 
thing fcarce lieard of before, he fcnt him a po- 
fitive command, that he fhould never go out 
while he lived. And. now fee how powerfully 
the apprchcnfions of confinement work'd upon 

hiiuv 
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him ; he that before had no inclination to go out 
-•of the city, died of mere grief to be denied the 
liberty of doing it, Chetw. Hijl. Colle£f. 

King Ethelftan being pofTefled with a jealoufy 
cf ftate, that his brother Edwin was in adefigii 
to deftroy or depofe him, tho' Edwin denied the 
treafon upon oath, yet he caufed him to be put 
to fea in a fmall boat without fails or oars, ac- 
companied only by a page, that his death might 
be imputed to the waves. And the young prince 
being overwhelmed with grief at his brother's 
uimatural cruelty, leap'd'dVer*oard, and was 
drown'd. SpeecTs Htfi. 

Charles, duke of Burgundy, being put to flight 
at the battle of Nancy, and crofling a river, was 
thrown by his horfe, and at the- fame time af- 
faulted by a gentleman, of whom he defired 
quarter ; but the gentleman being deaf, and hot 
knowing who he was, killed him inunediately ; 
hut afterwards being made fenfible of what he 
had done, fell into fuch an extremity of grief 
and melancholy, that put an end to his days. 

Signior Frandfcus Forcarus being ele^d doge 
of Venice for his life, not only governed that re- 
public with exemplary wifdom, integrity and ju» 
iHce, but alfo in a little time augmented his ter- 
ritories, by the addition of Brixia, Bergonuns 
Crema and Ravenna ; and being come to the 
eighty-fourth year of his ^e^ and the thirty- 
fourth of his ducal authority, the fenate fancying 
be was fuperannuated, compelled him to refigit 
this dignity to another, which public affront 
threw him into fuch an exceflive grief, that he 
dfed in a day qx two after. 

CHAP. 
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CHAP. LV. 

0/ hatred^ upon HndifcernibU and tmjuJi\fiabU 
grounds. 

AS admiration» the firft of all the paflions,. 
rifes in the foul before (he hath confider'dr 
whether the thing reprefented to her be good, or 
convenient to her^ or not; fo after ihe has 
judg:'d it to be good, there is raifed in her the 
moft agreeable and complacent of all paffions. 
Love ; and when fhe hath conceived the fame to 
be evil, (he is as quickly moved to hatred, which 
is nothing but the foul's averfion to that which 
threatens pain or grief, and may be defined to 
be a commotion produced by the fpirits, that in- 
citeth the foul to be willing to be feparated from 
objc£b, that are reprefented to her as ungrateful^ 
and hurtful, which definition only refpe£b pure na- 
ture, which now, thro' the corruption of men and 
manners, may be faid to rife from an imbibed 
prejudice, or envy aggravated by continuance^ 
and heightened by a malicious intention of ma- 
ligning and injuring the perfons to whom we 
have a diflafFc(^ion, and that too without any 
reafon, but what proceeds from a felf-contra£lea 
wickednefs. Anger is fometlmes allowable, and 
when exceflive, is ftill called but the vice of men i 
but hatred is faid to be the fm of devils, being 
not confin'd at home, but roves abroad feeking 
whom it may devour. 

Amilcac 
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Amilcar, the father of Hannibal, had fuch a 
violeht hatred againft the Romans, that pet- 
forming a (acrifice before he began his expedition 
into Spain, he made his fon Hannibal, dien but 
nine years of age, to lay his hand upon the altar, 
and give his oath to the Gods, that 9s foon as 
he came to maturity, he would purfiie the Ro- 
mans With all the rigour of war, that an im- 
mortal hatred could put him upon^ and commit 
aD die depredations upon them, ^t be was 
able. 

Pope Boniface VHI, had an inveterate hatred 
to the Gibbellinc party ; and it being cuftomary 
on Aih-Wednefflay, fbr the pope to fprinkle 
afhes ppon the heads of tjie cardinals and chief 
prelates in the church, ufing thefe words, * Re- 
^ member thoo art afhes, and to afhes niufl re- 

* turn ;' the pope went on very regularly and 
dcvoudy in the difcharge of this office, till he 
came to Porchetus Spinola, archbifhop of Ge- 
noa, who was under the fufpicion of favouring 
the Gibbclline feftion, and then, inflead of his 
head^ the pope cafl: the afhes into his eyes, fay- 
ing, * P.emember thou art a Gibbclline, and that 

* with theGibbcllines Aou muft return to afhes/ 
Fulgos. 

Cato, the Roman cenfor, had fuch an incur- 
able averfion and hatred to woman-kind, that 
he would commonly fay, * That if the world 

* was rid of its female incumbrances, men^would 

* be preferred to the fodety and converfation of 
< the Gods/ Cauf. Hoi. Omrt. 

Trmon, a philofopher of Athens, was fir- 
iwmed Mifanthropos, or man-hater. He had 
fomctim^ a pleutM ^ftate^ but by his exceffivc 

Ubc- 
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liberality was reduced to the lowcft degree of pb- 
vcrty ; in which experiencing the inconibmcvy. 
avarice and ingratitude of futh a^ had been ob- 
lig'd by hini) he ftll into a bitter hatred of all 
mankind, rejoiced at their misfortunesi and af- 
ftftcd the ruin of all men, as far as it confiftcd 
with his own impunity. He only fmiled upon 
Alelblades, and for no othelr reafon, but that 
being the Atlienian general, he hoped that one' 
time or othcir he wouM be the ruin of the citv, 
and tX\ the citizetis. He biiilt a fmall hut in the 
fields, to (hun the convetfation of men, and ad- 
mitted none to him but Apehiantus, a perfon of 
the fahrre morofc and futl^n humour, who faying 
cfnceto him, *Is not this a good fupper?* * Yes, 

* fi^ys he, birt it would be much better, if I was 

* not plagued with thy comi>luiy.' And 'tis re- 
ported, that when he was drawing near hij cnci, 
he gave order that his fepulchcc fhould he crc<Scd 
behind a dunghill, infcrib'd with this epitaph : 

Hlc fum poji vitaniy miferarnqs inofcm\ fepultuSy 
Nomen non quaras^ dh te le£ior tmle perdant. 

Here now I lie, after my wretched fall : 
Ask not my name, the (Jods deilroy you all. 

oabeUia Ex. 

Uladidaus Lodlicus, king of Poland, after a 
confidciablc engagement, wherein his forces had 
flaughter'd a great number of the enemy, view- 
ing the dead, he faw a knight named rlorianus 
Sharus, lying with his face upward, defpcrately 
wounded, and with his liands keeping in his 
bowels, that thty might not flip out of his body. 
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< How great Is the pain and torment of this 

< gentleman,' (aid the king. ^ He is in greater 
^ mifery, anfwerM Shams, that has an ill neigh- 

* hour in the fame villa^ with him, as 'tis my 

< ai luck to have/ * WeU, (aid the king, if 

* thou recovereft thy health, I will make thee 

< eafy in that particular/ And he perform'd his 
promife, turning out the perfon complained of, 
and giving the whole villaee to Sharus. Zuing* 

Appius Qaudius the Younger, whofe ance- 
ftors had been very injurious to the Roman peo- 
ple, by their tyrannical impofidons and exaftions, 
being chofen conful by the fenate, with Titus 
Quintus Capitolinus, the people were fo dif- 
pleafed with this eleAion, that with a confufed 
murmur they all left the place of aflembly, as 
difdaining by their prefence to give confent, that 
any of that family ihould be dignified with fo 
great an honour, tho' the perfon had never dif- 
oblig'd them. Fulgofus. 
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